REGULAR MEETING
PALOMINO VALLEY GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
PO BOX 615, SPARKS, NV 89432-0615
Thursday, January 16, 2014
MINUTES
Larry Johnson called the regular meeting of the Palomino Valley General Improvement
District (PVGID or GID) to order at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, January 16, 2014 at 21555 Pyramid
Highway, Reno, Nevada.
1.

Roll Call: Present were Dennis Goodsell, Peter Schmalzer, and Larry Johnson. Dennis
Magers and Mitch Gerlinger were absent. Also present were Jim Hicks, Operations
Manager; Maureen Sidley, Assistant to the Secretary (arrived at 6:05); Cathy Glatthar,
Assistant to the Board, and Louie Test, Legal Counsel.

2.

Public Comment:
Cathy Glatthar mentioned there are two open seats for the 2014 election, and the
candidate filing begins at 8 a.m. on March 3rd and closes at 5 p.m. on March 14th.
Larry Johnson asked if there were any further public comments? Hearing no more
requests, he moved to the next agenda item.

3.

Election of Officers: Peter Schmalzer made a motion to retain the existing officers,
and Dennis Goodsell seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition, the motion passed.
Larry Johnson stated the existing officers are as follows:
President: Larry Johnson
Vice President: Dennis Goodsell
Secretary: Peter Schmalzer
Treasurer: Dennis Magers

4.

Approval of Minutes – December 19, 2013: Peter Schmalzer made a motion to
approve the minutes as written, and Dennis Goodsell seconded the motion. Hearing no
opposition, the motion passed.

5.

Financial Reports and Payment of Bills: Maureen Sidley stated there was nothing
unusual this month; very little income was received and expenses were low. She
reported the missing check for Cashman Equipment ended up in a dead letter file and
was just returned. She will send it back to Cashman with a letter explaining what
happened. Peter Schmalzer asked Jim Hicks what the NAPA payment was for? Jim said
it was for batteries. Peter Schmalzer made a motion to pay the bills. Dennis Goodsell
seconded the motion, and hearing no opposition, the motion passed.
Maureen informed the Board that next month she will have the worksheet for the
budget.
Larry Johnson reported that Cathy Glatthar put together an estimate of our operating
funds, which amounts to $93,000 [for road improvements]. Cathy mentioned there are
two reserves: $67,000 for two months of expenses, and $20,000 for unexpected
purchases or repairs.
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6.

Action Reports:
a. Road Committee - Road Repairs and Maintenance: Larry Johnson stated that
due to the dry conditions, some of the roadways are starting to "ravel." He said for
that reason they prioritized the regrading of Ironwood and Wilcox Ranch. He said
they have kept abreast of the requests for maintenance and the list of things to do.
Peter Schmalzer mentioned there are some potholes/blow outs in the chip seal on
Range Land that need to be filled. Jim Hicks said they will do it next week while the
weather is warm. Larry asked about the alkali area at Grey Van and Range Land?
Jim said when it dries out, they will remove the alkali and replace it with better
material.
b. 2014 Additional Chip Seal vs. Grading and Drainage Improvements:
i. Cost Estimate of Drainage Improvements for Ironwood and Wilcox Ranch
Roads: Larry Johnson explained the cost estimates he obtained include the
widening of a section of Curnow Canyon, as well as the drainage improvements
on Ironwood and Wilcox Ranch. He said the drainage improvements on Ironwood
and Wilcox will consist of taking care of the areas where water "ponds" on the
uphill side of those roads. Larry drew a diagram on the dry erase board to
illustrate the drainage work that would be done. He said he and Peter Schmalzer
met with the manager of Peavine Construction, Jeff Paddock, and retired Granite
Construction superintendent, Pete Cox, and agreed upon the solutions for those
areas. Larry said Mr. Paddock prepared a cost estimate for us as follows:
Curnow Canyon - Approximately $37,000
Ironwood and Wilcox - Approximately $10,000 each area, times seven (7)
areas, equals $70,000
Larry said if we did both projects, we would probably exceed our capital
improvements budget for this year.
ii. Potential Hiring of Temporary Construction Crew: Larry Johnson stated after
the last meeting, he thought the most cost effective approach would be to hire
well-qualified equipment operators as temporary employees. He said he asked
Maureen Sidley to update us on the requirements for hiring temporary workers,
and what other costs above their salary the District would be responsible for. He
said Maureen said we would pay workers' comp, social security (FICA), and
unemployment, and we will not have to pay the employee payroll tax for any
temporary employees. He explained that adds about 20% above the salary costs.
He then reviewed the costs to hire Mr. Cox and a crew of workers as temporary
employees, who would use the GID's equipment for these projects:
Curnow Canyon - Approximately $11,250 in labor
Ironwood and Wilcox - Approximately $2,600 each area, times seven (7)
areas, equals about $18,250
Larry said this would add up to approximately $30,000, leaving us with $60,000 to
$70,000 to consider for some additional work.
He said his preference would be to pursue hiring temporary employees and getting
this work done for between $30,000 and $40,000, and do it late winter (March/April
timeframe) when there is still some soil moisture present. He continued and said with
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the remaining budget, he would like to possibly do a mile of chip seal: from the end
of the chip seal on Ironwood to the bottom of the hill/"s" curve, and the end of the
existing chip seal on Whiskey Springs to the intersection of Amy. He said a mile of
Cape seal is approximately $50,000.
Peter agreed with Larry about using temporary workers. He said with the temporary
crew, someone will have to supervise the work. Larry said he will devote his time to
oversee the crew. Peter also mentioned fuel costs and materials (culverts) need to
be included.
Larry instructed Jim Hicks to get the equipment in good working order. Jim said that
won't be a problem.
Louie Test said it's a great idea, but cautioned the Board to be sure they were
abiding by all the employment regulations pertaining to temporary employees. Larry
said he will ask Maureen Sidley to double check on the requirements. Cathy Glatthar
mentioned Maureen can contact the POOL/PACT's Human Resources division and
get their assistance.
Larry said since the preference is towards hiring the temporary crew, he will present
more detailed costs at the next meeting.
Dennis Goodsell asked how long Ironwood would be shut down while culverts were
being installed? Larry answered that only half the road would be closed at a time in
the area where the work is being done. Larry also stated that traffic control is part of
the budget.
Peter mentioned attending a conference recently and learning about a surface seal
called Otta Seal, which has been used in Norway since the 50s. It's built like a chip
seal but you use a "cutback" and a graded aggregate instead of a one-sized
aggregate in a slightly thicker lift. You end up with something almost like a slurry
seal, but softer. It's a road mix. Larry commented that here, cutback costs are
tremendous. Peter said in this case we would be using a larger volume and therefore
might get a cost break, which might make this possible. Larry explained that liquid
asphalts are referred to as cutbacks, and they are a highly superior product. He
mentioned the old pavement surfaces here in the valley are liquid asphalts. He
commented that they are only supposed to last 20 years, but have lasted some 50
years here, but have heavily deteriorated. Larry said we should discuss this with
SNC [Sierra Nevada Construction].
c. Wayside Well: Larry Johnson reported the well is essentially dry. It cannot be used
as a reliable source for filling water trucks. It may recover if we get a year of average
precipitation, but it may not recover; it may be gone.
d. Operations Manager's Report: Jim Hicks reported everything is working well and
there have been no complaints.
7.

Judicial/Government Affairs: Louie Test had nothing to report.

8.

Old Business – Updates:
a. Wayside Yard Special Use Permit (SUP): Larry Johnson reported we filed for an
extension for the landscaping requirements. He said the hearing is scheduled for
February 6th and he will not be able to attend. He asked Dennis Goodsell if he would
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attend the hearing? Dennis said he would. Larry said he spoke with Trevor [Lloyd] at
[Planning and] Development, and told him our well has gone dry and we may not be
able to irrigate the hydroseed. He said Trevor said if that is the case, we would need
to apply for another amendment and request the landscaping condition be waived
altogether. He said Trevor would support us in that effort. Larry said, for now, he has
asked Jim Hicks to prepare a cost estimate to provide irrigation to the hydroseeded
areas at both Wayside and Ironwood. He believes we may get enough water from
the Wayside well to provide the irrigation.
Larry mentioned the Citizens Advisory Board (CAB) met Monday night, and Larry
Chesney is the [Chairman]. Larry said he was presiding over another meeting in
Reno, and was not present at the CAB meeting. He said he called Mr. Chesney and
apologized for not being present. He said Trevor Lloyd was not present either. He
said Mr. Chesney was extremely complimentary on our road maintenance efforts,
and said the CAB took great exception to the County requiring us to landscape
anything and they voted unanimously to support our request for an extension.
Cathy Glatthar asked about the idea brought up last month by audience member,
Brian Peck, to get a low-water sensor for both wells? Larry said we should pursue it,
and that Mitch Gerlinger was supposed to make the call to Dan at Carson Pump.
b. Ironwood Water Truck Fill Station (WTFS) SUP: Discussed under 8. a.
c. Amendment of Resolution F93-R1: Procedure for Accepting Roads for
Maintenance and Road Standards: Larry Johnson said he talked with Trevor
again, and Trevor suggested he set up a meeting with Leo Vesely (Washoe County
Engineering) and Don Jeppson (WC Building Department). Dennis Goodsell said this
is so that these conditions become part of the plan check process.
d. Board Member's Handbook (BMH): Cathy Glatthar had nothing this month.
9.

New Business: None

10. Calendar Review: Cathy Glatthar passed out an updated calendar and explained that
it reflects the Department of Taxations calendar of events for 2014. She reviewed the
upcoming items:


Cathy reminded Jim Hicks that he needs to have the Operations Manager's
Equipment and Vehicle Budget for the February meeting.



Truckee Meadows Regional Planning Agency should be contacting us about their
regional plan annual reporting. We are a non-effected agency, so Cathy will
inform them that we are not participating.



As mentioned earlier, the Wayside Amendment of Conditions hearing is on
February 6th. Cathy mentioned to Dennis Goodsell that the meeting will not be in
the County Commission Chambers because of the Board of Equalization
hearings. It will probably be held in the Health Department conference room in
Building B. She said she would let him know as soon as the agenda is posted.



The quarterly Economic Survey is due by February 14th.



Maureen Sidley will receive the Department of Taxation's (DoT) preliminary
revenue projections on February 15th, so we will have those for the tentative
budget.
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The tax rate [for fiscal year 2014-2015] will be determined at our next meeting.
Cathy said she is trying to find out from the DoT if we can submit the tax rate on
February 21st instead of the 20th, because our meeting is on the 20th.

11. Correspondence: None
12. Public Comment:
Larry Johnson asked if there were any public comments? Hearing no requests, he
moved to the next agenda item.
13. Board Member and Staff Items: Cathy Glatthar said at last month's meeting Peter
Schmalzer had asked since population was not used to determine how much sales tax
revenue the GID receives, what was the basis? Cathy said she learned that for both
CTX and LGTA, the County uses assessed value (property taxes).
14. Adjournment: Peter Schmalzer made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Dennis
Goodsell seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition, the meeting adjourned at 6:32
p.m.
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PVGID OPERATIONS REPORT
Reporting Period: 12-16-2013 to 01-09-2014
ATTACHMENT: 01/16/14 Meeting Agenda Item 6. d.
ROADS GRADED:
Broken Spur
Amy
Quaking Aspen
Grey Van
Rebel Cause
Peak (E-W)
Prairie
Roadrunner
Sage Flats
Anniversary
Jackrabbit

OTHER ROAD WORK:
Add Material (Front Broken Spur)
Install New Road Signs
Patch "S" Turns (Ironwood)
Patch Entrance (Ironwood)
Patch Entrance (Range Land)

OTHER:
Process material (Wayside Pit)

EQUIPMENT:

Patch Asphalt (Right Hand Canyon)
Patch Asphalt (Whiskey Springs)
Sand (Upper Axe Handle)

REGULAR MEETING
PALOMINO VALLEY GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
PO BOX 615, SPARKS, NV 89432-0615
Thursday, February 20, 2014
MINUTES
Please note: There was a problem with the recorder and none of this meeting was
recorded. The minutes are based on notes taken by Cathy Glatthar.
Larry Johnson called the regular meeting of the Palomino Valley General Improvement
District (PVGID or GID) to order at 5:40 p.m. Thursday, February 20, 2014 at 21555 Pyramid
Highway, Reno, Nevada.
1.

Roll Call: Present were Dennis Goodsell, Mitch Gerlinger, Peter Schmalzer, and Larry
Johnson. Dennis Magers was absent. Also present were Jim Hicks, Operations
Manager; Maureen Sidley, Assistant to the Secretary; and Cathy Glatthar, Assistant to
the Board.

2.

Public Comment:
Larry Johnson asked if there were any public comments? Hearing no requests, he
moved to the next agenda item.

3.

Approval of Minutes – January 16, 2014: Peter Schmalzer made a motion to approve
the minutes as written, and Dennis Goodsell seconded the motion. Hearing no
opposition, the motion passed.

4.

Financial Reports and Payment of Bills: Maureen Sidley stated there were not too
many expenses this month. She commented that in comparison, the cash balance is
just slightly less than it was this same time last year. Peter Schmalzer made a motion to
pay the bills. Dennis Goodsell seconded the motion, and hearing no opposition, the
motion passed.

5.

Action Reports:
a. Road Committee - Road Repairs and Maintenance: Larry Johnson commented
that the moisture has helped keep requests for maintenance low. However, the
recent storm has left Wilcox Ranch and Quaking Aspen rough and rutted.
Jim Hicks mentioned he received a request for maintenance for Piute Creek Road.
b. 2014 Additional Chip Seal vs. Grading and Drainage Improvements:
i. Potential Hiring of Temporary Construction Crew: Larry Johnson stated it
would cost $3,000 per week to hire the temporary workers (two workers most of
the time). He estimated three to four weeks to complete the projects. He then
requested authorization to hire the temporary workers at a cost not to exceed
$20,000 for the projects on Curnow Canyon, Ironwood and Wilcox Ranch.
Peter Schmalzer made a motion to earmark $20,000 in funds for labor costs for
the temporary employees. Mitch Gerlinger seconded the motion, and hearing no
opposition, the motion passed.
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There was some discussion as to whether or not the temporary employees would
need to have CDLs? Everyone agreed that anyone driving the water truck would
need a CDL. Larry said Jim Hicks would need to mobilize the equipment. Jim
Hicks stated the 670 [motor grader], the 770 [motor grader], and the [Peterbilt]
water truck were ready.
A Board member asked about surfacing of the disturbed areas? Larry replied that
Durablend or mag-chloride would be used to stabilize the soil in those areas.
Also, culverts will need to be purchased. Jim mentioned there are some culverts
in the yard. Larry said he has a contact at Peavine Construction who can get the
culverts at cost. Larry estimated with labor and materials, a total of $30,000 would
be spent on these projects.
Larry said the Board will discuss the possibility of doing some chip seal this year
over the next few months. He commented we need to see what funds remain
after the grading and drainage work is done.
Peter said he would contact the Curnow Canyon residents and inform them about
the work schedule.
c. Water Wells: Larry Johnson reported the Wayside well is still dry, but the Ironwood
well is fine.
d. Operations Manager's Report:
cylinders for the backhoe.

Jim Hicks reported they are waiting on the

6.

Judicial/Government Affairs:
Cathy Glatthar reported Louie Test received a
memorandum from the Insurance POOL/PACT about a report on tort claims required by
NRS 41.0385. The report is due by February 1st each year and is filed with the
Assistant to the Board. Cathy said there were no claims against the PVGID for 2013 and
the report has been filed in the "Insurance" file folder.

7.

Old Business – Updates:
a. Wayside Yard Special Use Permit (SUP): Dennis Goodsell reported the Board of
Adjustment approved a two year extension (to February 3, 2016) for the revegetation
of the Wayside site. Larry Johnson said we might have to consider an irrigation
system, but if the Wayside well remains dry, we may need to request the condition
be waived altogether.
b. Ironwood Water Truck Fill Station (WTFS) SUP: Cathy Glatthar mentioned the
deadline for the revegetation of the Ironwood well site is August of this year. Larry
Johnson said we may have the 50% revegetation by then.
c. Amendment of Resolution F93-R1: Procedure for Accepting Roads for
Maintenance and Road Standards: Larry Johnson had nothing to report.
d. Board Member's Handbook (BMH): Cathy Glatthar had nothing this month.

8.

New Business:
a. Determination of Tax Rate: Cathy Glatthar reported the current tax rate is 0.4198.
Peter Schmalzer made a motion to keep the current rate. Mitch Gerlinger seconded
the motion. Hearing no opposition, the motion passed.
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b. OM's Equipment and Vehicle Plan/Budget: The Board agreed to keep $5,000
authorized for the purchase of a 4-wheel drive pickup truck and a snow plow.
c. Tentative Budget: Maureen Sidley said she would have the tentative budget ready
for signing at the next meeting.
9.

Calendar Review: Cathy Glatthar reviewed the upcoming items:


Cathy said tonight after the meeting she will call Kelly Langley at the Department
of Taxation (DoT) and leave her a message about the approved tax rate [for fiscal
year 2014-2015].

10. Correspondence: None
11. Public Comment:
Larry Johnson asked if there were any public comments? Hearing no requests, he
moved to the next agenda item.
12. Board Member and Staff Items: None
13. Adjournment: Dennis Goodsell made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mitch Gerlinger
seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition, the meeting adjourned at 6:37 p.m.
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PVGID OPERATIONS REPORT
Reporting Period: 01-13-2014 to 02-13-2014
ATTACHMENT: 02/20/14 Meeting Agenda Item 5. d.
ROADS GRADED:
Ironwood
Wilcox Ranch
Amy (Ironwood-Wilcox Ranch)
Bacon Rind (S)
Bacon Rind (N)
Wilcox Ranch (Goodher-Mid)
Wilcox Ranch (Quaking Aspen-Goodher)
Pasture View
Wild Horse
Crossover
Amy
Wilcox Ranch
Amy (Ironwood-Wilcox Ranch)

OTHER ROAD WORK:
Patch "S" turns (Ironwood)
Patch Asphalt (Whiskey Springs)
Patch Chipseal (Whiskey Springs)
Patch Chipseal ( Range Land)

OTHER:
Process material (Wayside Pit)

EQUIPMENT:
Backhoe in for repair
Peterbilt water truck in for repair
770 grader in for repair

REGULAR MEETING
PALOMINO VALLEY GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
PO BOX 615, SPARKS, NV 89432-0615
Thursday, March 20, 2014
MINUTES
Larry Johnson called the regular meeting of the Palomino Valley General Improvement
District (PVGID or GID) to order at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, March 20, 2014 at 21555 Pyramid
Highway, Reno, Nevada.
1.

Roll Call: Present were Mitch Gerlinger, Peter Schmalzer, and Larry Johnson. Dennis
Goodsell and Dennis Magers were absent. Also present were Jim Hicks, Operations
Manager; Maureen Sidley, Assistant to the Secretary; Cathy Glatthar, Assistant to the
Board, and Louie Test, Legal Counsel.

2.

Public Comment:
George Boyce asked what type of maintenance would be done on the north side of
Range Land Road where the chip seal is crumbling?
Larry Johnson answered that a solution has not been found. The soil subgrades contain
alkali salts and would have to be excavated and replaced with base material. Larry
explained this situation is especially bad at the intersection of Range Land and Grey
Van. Peter Schmalzer interjected and said further discussion would take place during
the Road Committee's report.
Larry asked if there were any further public comments? Hearing no more requests, he
moved to the next agenda item.

3.

Approval of Minutes – February 20, 2014: Mitch Gerlinger made a motion to approve
the minutes as written, and Peter Schmalzer seconded the motion. Hearing no
opposition, the motion passed.

4.

Financial Reports and Payment of Bills:
a. Financial Reports: Maureen Sidley stated revenues slightly exceeded expenditures
this month.
Cathy Glatthar reviewed the updated Estimated Operating Funds report. She stated
the estimated operating funds amount is $146,465. She referred to the third page of
the report and explained the year-to-date actual expenditures have been less than
estimated by $46,481. She explained that over the past seven months, expenses
have averaged $27,000 per month, but we estimate $33,500 per month for this
report. Larry Johnson asked if our Durablend budget last year was $25,000? Cathy
confirmed that was correct. Peter Schmalzer asked if any money was set aside for
the pickup truck and snow plow? Cathy said, "no." Larry said we have budgeted
$20,000 for regrading and drainage improvement labor, and we have only spent less
than $5,000. He said we still have culverts to buy.
b. Payment of Bills: Larry Johnson asked Maureen if she knew how much was spent
in the past month for temporary work? Maureen estimated $2,500. Maureen then
referred to a check drawn from the petty cash fund to reimburse Cathy Glatthar for
the new digital recorder. Peter Schmalzer made a motion to pay the bills. Mitch
Gerlinger seconded the motion, and hearing no opposition, the motion passed.
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Maureen suggested having the temporary workers drug tested. Cathy Glatthar
suggested checking with Carol Ingalls, our insurance agent. Maureen said she would
contact Ms. Ingalls.
c. Tentative Budget: Maureen asked if anyone had any questions about the
worksheet? Hearing no questions, she continued and explained the ad valorem
income figure will change, because Washoe County will publish new projections on
March 25th. Maureen stated the budgeted ending fund balance will be $74,510.74.
Maureen discussed the changes she made to the capital outlay figures. Cathy
Glatthar reminded the Board that we still only have one fund and one function. She
explained that Maureen has listed the capital outlay line items separately for auditing
purposes.
5.

Road Maintenance Reports:
a. Road Committee: Larry Johnson reiterated that at the last Board meeting,
authorization was given to hire temporary workers to conduct widening and drainage
improvement projects at an amount for labor only not to exceed $20,000.
Peter Schmalzer addressed the Range Land chip seal and the chip seal in general.
He expressed concern about putting the chip seal directly on the subgrade. Some
discussion took place, and Peter said he felt we've gotten good value from the chip
sealing. Mitch Gerlinger asked what the alternative would be? Peter replied the
alternative would be to put down gravel base before chip sealing. Larry said the cost
would double. Larry talked about using liquid asphalt which is less brittle, and
addressing drainage, especially along Ironwood. As for the north shoulder of Range
Land, Peter said the solution would be to remove the alkali and replace it with gravel,
then re-apply the chip seal. Larry said for the next meeting he will have a cost
estimate for repairing Range Land.
Larry discussed putting gravel in front of the group mailboxes throughout the valley.
Peter Schmalzer made a motion to spend no more than $5,000 on this project. Mitch
Gerlinger seconded the motion, and hearing no opposition, the motion passed.
Mitch Gerlinger asked how well the test sections did on Bacon Rind? Jim Hicks said
Bacon Rind north is really good, and Bacon Rind south is not as good, but it's much
better than it was. Jim said grading of Bacon Rind is down significantly. Larry said
he'd like to get authorization to add more base to worst parts of Bacon Rind this
summer.
Peter Schmalzer recommended waiting till the next meeting when the strategic plan
will be on the agenda, and the overall plan for improvements can be discussed.
Cathy Glatthar commented that the upper Wilcox Ranch hill gets slimy when it gets
wet and asked if there's something that can be done? Larry said material from the
Ironwood pit could be put down and it would mix into the clay. Cathy also mentioned
one of the escapes was blocked with dirt when a vehicle went into the ditch.
b. Curnow Canyon Update: Larry explained the temporary work crew began their
work with Curnow Canyon, and that work has been completed. He said he did
receive a thank you email from a resident. Larry said the entire roadway was
widened to a minimum of 18 feet; a culvert was installed; DG was applied over the
deteriorating asphalt at the top of Axe Handle; and he trimmed a number of trees
that were encroaching into the travel lanes. Larry said they may need to add some
gravel at the Sky Canyon intersection, to reduce the washboard.

Palomino Valley General Improvement District – Regular Meeting – March 20, 2014

2

c. 2014 Road Improvement Projects: Larry explained that after the work on Curnow
Canyon was completed, the temporary work crew began grading and drainage
improvements on Ironwood Road. He said culverts will be installed within the next
few weeks. He stated the crew will improve every culvert inlet along Ironwood and
Wilcox Ranch. He said each Spring the sedimentation basins will be cleaned out and
the culverts will be flushed. He mentioned an issue with a resident's driveway on
Ironwood where a new culvert would discharge directly onto his driveway. Larry said
he has spoken with the resident, John Poundstone, and they have come up with an
acceptable solution. Larry said he would write a letter to be sure the terms are
understood.
Discussion turned to the Quaking Aspen and Wilcox Ranch intersection and the
section of Wilcox Ranch from Quaking Aspen to the bridge. Larry will instruct the
temporary crew to improve the drainage in these areas.
Larry said he is not pleased with the performance of the Durablend that was applied
last Summer. Jim Hicks said he thought it was applied too late.
d. Weed Control: Cathy Glatthar said there are two parts to this, the removal of the
dead weeds and the prevention of new weeds from growing. She said she contacted
several agencies looking for assistance. As for removal of the dead weeds, she said
we can get help from the Sheriff's Community Work Program, but they will not haul
the weeds away. She suggested having the weeds hauled to one of the GID pits and
having the volunteer fire department burn them. As for spraying to prevent weed
growth, she reported the Washoe County public works department doesn't have the
time or the money to include us in their schedule. She said she then contacted
Ashley Andrews with the UNR Cooperative Extension office, and Ms. Andrews
forwarded her email to a number of people. Cathy said that resulted in one group,
the Great Basin Institute, responding that they have a certified applicator team that
could add this to their scope this season. Cathy requested that a Board member
work with her on this matter. Mitch Gerlinger offered to assist. Mitch asked Louie
Test if this falls within our scope? Louie Test said if there is an issue of obstruction,
than this is a road maintenance concern. He said if it's fire control, then it's not a GID
concern. He said it's a safety issue.
Larry mentioned his letter to the Tribe last year about the wild horses, and said he
got no reply. He asked Louie if he had any suggestions? Louie mentioned additional
signage. Larry then asked Cathy to have a message posted to the website
cautioning the residents about the increased number of wild horses in the area.
Cathy asked Larry if he would craft language for the message, and she will have it
posted. Larry said he would.
e. Water Wells: Larry Johnson asked Jim Hicks if they were using the Wayside well?
Jim said no, they were only using Ironwood. Mitch Gerlinger said he would try to get
a tape to measure the water level. Larry suggested the tank be filled. Jim said he
would bring water from the Ironwood well to fill the Wayside tank.
f. Operations Manager's Report: Jim Hicks reported they worked on equipment
repairs this past week and reviewed the list of repairs. He said the grader being used
by the temporary crew may need rear tires, which will cost about $5,000.
6.

Judicial/Government Affairs: Louie Test said he had nothing to report.
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7.

Old Business – Updates:
a. Wayside Yard Special Use Permit (SUP): Nothing new to report.
b. Ironwood Water Truck Fill Station (WTFS) SUP: Nothing new to report.
c. Board Member's Handbook (BMH):
month.

8.

Cathy Glatthar said she had nothing this

New Business:
a. Designation of Auditor/Auditing Firm: Maureen Sidley asked if the Board wanted
to continue using Kohn and Company? Peter Schmalzer mentioned the quotes we
received last year, and the difference wasn't enough to switch. Larry Johnson asked
what we paid last year? Cathy Glatthar said $9,800. Maureen said they quoted us
$12,000, but they only billed us $9,800. Louie Test mentioned there are fewer CPAs
offering governmental auditing because the malpractice insurance premiums have
skyrocketed. Peter Schmalzer made a motion to retain Kohn and Company, and
Mitch Gerlinger seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition, the motion passed.

9.

Calendar Review: Cathy Glatthar reviewed the upcoming items:










Cathy mentioned the next meeting is on April 17th.
Maureen Sidley needs to notify the Department of Taxation (DoT) of the auditing
firm designation by March 31st.
Maureen needs to file the tentative budget with the DoT by April 15th.
The final budget will be agendized for the April meeting. The Board will work on
the final budget at the April meeting (it will not be finalized and signed until the
May meeting).
The Road Committee will present their strategic plan at the April meeting.
The tax rate and budget hearing information is due to the Treasurer by April 15th.
The Board will submit comments and the President will conduct the Operations
Manager's performance appraisal in April in preparation for the May meeting.
The Operations Manager will conduct the employee's annual performance
appraisal.

10. Correspondence:


Thank you email from Connie Paullo, Curnow Canyon resident

11. Public Comment:
Larry Johnson asked if there were any public comments? Hearing no requests, he
moved to the next agenda item.
12. Board Member and Staff Items: None
13. Adjournment: Mitch Gerlinger made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Peter Schmalzer
seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition, the meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.
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PVGID OPERATIONS REPORT
Reporting Period: 02-17-2014 to 03-13-2014
ATTACHMENT: 03/20/14 Meeting Agenda Item 5. f.
ROADS GRADED:
Ironwood
Quaking Aspen
Range Land
Grey Van (N)
Grass Valley
Jackrabbit
Big Dog
Peak (E-W)
Peak (N-S)
Pasture View
Rebel Cause
Prairie

OTHER ROAD WORK:
Patch Asphalt (Whiskey Springs)
Patch Chipseal (Whiskey Springs)
Patch Chipseal (Ironwood)
Install Culvert on Curnow Canyon
Support for Grading Project on Curnow Canyon

OTHER:
None

EQUIPMENT:
R&R Alternator, 770 grader
Rebuild 2 backhoe cylinders 580 Backhoe
Rebuild 1 Loader Cylinder
Repair Backhoe Fuel system

REGULAR MEETING
PALOMINO VALLEY GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
PO BOX 615, SPARKS, NV 89432-0615
Thursday, April 17, 2014
MINUTES
Larry Johnson called the regular meeting of the Palomino Valley General Improvement
District (PVGID or GID) to order at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, April 17, 2014 at 21555 Pyramid
Highway, Reno, Nevada.
1.

Roll Call: Present were Dennis Goodsell, Dennis Magers, Mitch Gerlinger (arrived at
5:35 p.m.), and Larry Johnson. Peter Schmalzer was absent. Also present were Jim
Hicks, Operations Manager; Maureen Sidley, Assistant to the Secretary; Cathy Glatthar,
Assistant to the Board, and Louie Test, Legal Counsel.

2.

Public Comment:
Larry asked if there were any public comments? Hearing no requests, he moved to the
next agenda item.

3.

Approval of Minutes – March 20, 2014: Dennis Goodsell made a motion to approve
the minutes as written, and Dennis Magers seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition,
the motion passed.

4.

Financial Reports and Payment of Bills:
a. Financial Reports: Maureen Sidley stated the bank balance is $243,052.22. She
mentioned the cash balance is up $10,000 over the same time last year. She
reported the fund balance is also up over last year.
b. Payment of Bills: Cathy Glatthar asked why Louie Test was being paid for two
months? Maureen Sidley said since we've been meeting on the third Thursday, the
payments are a month behind, so she paid for two months, and we will be on time
from this point forward. Cathy mentioned the last payment on the list is to Western
Nevada Supply, not Waste Management. Dennis Goodsell made a motion to pay the
bills as written. Mitch Gerlinger seconded the motion, and hearing no opposition, the
motion passed.
c. Final Budget for 2014/15: Maureen Sidley stated the ad valorem projection is up by
$3,000, but the CTX went down by $3,000. She asked if the Board wanted to make
any changes from the tentative budget? The Board had no changes to make, so she
said she will have the final budget ready for signing at the next meeting.

5.

Road Maintenance Reports:
a. Road Committee: Cathy Glatthar mentioned the DeLaLuz Horse Races promoters
submitted their 2014 schedule of events. She said this is the operation on Grass
Valley Road (West). She said Jim Hicks will monitor the condition of Grass Valley
Road after each event and schedule grading, if necessary. She reported that
DeLaLuz will not be using GID water and will not be using treated effluent; they will
be obtaining water from Donovan's to water the roads.
b. Regrading and Drainage Work: Larry Johnson explained the work has been
completed on Curnow Canyon and upper Axe Handle. Larry said regrading work,

Palomino Valley General Improvement District – Regular Meeting – April 17, 2014

1

creating sedimentation basins, and installing culverts along Ironwood and Wilcox
Ranch Roads is nearly complete. Larry stated most of this work was accomplished
through the hiring of temporary employees who used GID equipment (authorization
was granted at the February Board meeting). He lamented and apologized for the
condition of the existing culverts; nearly all of which were plugged with dirt. Larry
said the culverts are being flushed out. He asked Jim Hicks to take an inventory of
the culverts by road by the end of the year, and devise an annual maintenance plan.
c. 2014 Strategic Plan: Larry explained the plan is not ready because they are waiting
for some estimates to come in, and they are waiting to see what the final numbers
are for the drainage improvement work. There was some discussion about last year's
Durablend budget ($25,000), and Jim Hicks mentioned the cost may be 10% higher
this year. Larry said their recommendation will be to Durablend the same sections of
roadway as last year.
He continued and said the plan will include improvement of Whiskey Springs from
the end of the chip seal to and through the intersection of Amy Road. He said
depending on the estimates they receive, they will probably recommend blade-laying
an asphalt cold mix (liquid asphalt) on that section. He said the temporary grader
operator will fabricate a "wing" onto the grader blade (approximately $1,000) which
will create an even roadway edge. Larry asked the Board for authorization to
proceed with this project. He asked what the requirements were for obtaining
estimates? Cathy Glatthar read from the Board Members Handbook as follows: "If
the estimated annual amount of the contract is more than $25,000 but not more than
$50,000, bids must be requested from two or more persons capable of fulfilling the
contract, if available." He estimated the cost to be somewhere between $25,000 and
$40,000. He mentioned there may be a need to rent a roller that distributes water
over the roller so the cold mix doesn't stick to the roller (the GID's roller is a dry
roller). Mitch Gerlinger made a motion to proceed with the application of a cold mix
overlay on the aforementioned section of Whiskey Springs Road, provided the
material and transportation costs do not exceed $40,000. Dennis Magers seconded
the motion, and hearing no opposition, the motion passed. Larry said he will let
Cathy know when the project will take place, so that it will be posted on the website.
Road signs will be posted a day in advance. Mitch Gerlinger requested the cold mix
extend south onto Amy Road for a short distance.
Cathy Glatthar handed out the Estimated Operating Funds report. Larry asked if the
cost to date for the temporary labor was taken out? Cathy said it was. Jim Hicks
reported the amount to date for the temporary labor was approximately $14,360.
Cathy pointed out the actual ad valorem revenue has come in $15,000 less than
projected to date, and she is only showing $12,000 of ad valorem income by August
31st. Larry said with the remainder of the capital improvements budget after
deducting for Durablend and the cold mix, they will propose a seal coat be placed on
Ironwood from the Cape seal down through the "S" curve. Larry said the Net
Operating Funds for Capital Improvements of $130,000 less $25,000 for Durablend,
less $30,000 to $35,000 for the cold mix, leaves a balance of approximately $70,000
for a little over one mile of seal coat on Ironwood. He said they are looking at using
an Otta seal instead of a Cape seal; it has a higher cost, but also a longer
performance life.

Palomino Valley General Improvement District – Regular Meeting – April 17, 2014

2

d. Weed Control: Cathy Glatthar said after last month's ruling as to what was under
the GID's purview, she is handling the removal of the dead vegetation with Fire Chief
Moore. She said Chief Moore is trying to get assistance from the Nevada Division of
Forestry. Mitch Gerlinger said he contacted someone about spraying to prevent
weed growth, but has not heard back.
e. Water Wells: Larry Johnson said we are not using the Wayside well and the
Ironwood well is working fine. Mitch Gerlinger mentioned he will get a water level
indicator and measure the water level in the Wayside well. Larry mentioned the
hydroseeding is sprouting on Wayside, and asked Jim Hicks to start watering it on a
regular basis. Jim said they tried to fill the Wayside water tank, but the well pump
would not start. He said he hasn't had a chance to troubleshoot it yet.
f. Operations Manager's Report: Jim Hicks reported they were bringing the Chevy
dump truck back, and it broke down and had to be towed back to Dynamic Diesel.
Mitch Gerlinger reported a possible lead on an F450 pickup with a snow plow. He
said a friend of his in Elko may be moving, and would sell the truck and plow to us
for a good price.
6.

Judicial/Government Affairs: Louie Test said he had nothing to report.

7.

Old Business – Updates:
a. EMERGENCY ITEM - Springwood Ranch Equestrian Center: Larry Johnson
announced the need for an emergency item to discuss the status of the Springwood
Ranch Equestrian Center's compliance with conditions of approval for their
Administrative Permit Case #AP10-001, which was approved in October of 2010.
Larry explained that timely notice of this item was not possible and the item cannot
wait until the next meeting because time is of the essence and they must have sign
off within ten days in order to obtain their business license in time to hold their first
event. Mitch Gerlinger made a motion to add this emergency item to the agenda, and
Dennis Goodsell seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition, the motion passed.
Larry reviewed the conditions, and said he met with Ron Olson, the owner. Since a
number of things have changed since the conditions of approval were imposed, Larry
and Mr. Olson drafted a letter of agreement. Larry read the draft letter into the record
(see attachment).
Item #1 addressed the possibility of increased traffic causing premature deterioration
of the Cape seal on Whiskey Springs Road, and The Center's obligation to contribute
monetarily to any patching or re-application of the Cape seal if necessary.
Item #2 addressed waiving of the requirement to install a left-turn lane from Ironwood
onto Little Ironwood if, after a period of one year, there were no adverse impacts.
Item #3 explained The Center expressed an interest in improving the surface of Little
Ironwood from the Whiskey Springs intersection to their southwest entrance
(approximately 600 feet). The cost to The Center for Durablend dust palliative and
stabilizing agent would be approximately $2,000.
Jim Hicks explained the Durablend would not last very long and talked about an
alternative process. He said in Colorado, they apply a heavy coat of magnesiumchloride and then top it with Durablend, which does away with the slickness. Jim
suggested they consider this application for Little Ironwood (the cost is about
double). Jim said $2,000 would be correct for this method of application. Louie Test
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suggested using more generic terms. Larry agreed, and said he would drop
Durablend, and just use "dust palliative and stabilizing agent."
Mitch Gerlinger made a motion to modify the letter as discussed and authorize Larry
Johnson to sign the letter and the business license sign-off sheet. Dennis Magers
seconded the motion, and hearing no opposition, the motion passed.
8.

New Business: None

9.

Calendar Review: Cathy Glatthar reviewed the upcoming items:








Cathy mentioned the next meeting is a special meeting on Thursday, May 15th.
Cathy asked what time the Board wanted to start the closed session of the
meeting? Larry Johnson said 4:30 p.m.
The Board will submit comments and the President will conduct the Operations
Manager's performance appraisal in April in preparation for the May meeting.
The Operations Manager will conduct the employee's annual performance
appraisal.
Maureen Sidley will submit for publication the notice of the public hearing for the
budget. Maureen said she will have the notice published on May 5th.
Cathy said she will draft the notices to the employees of the closed session.
Maureen will file the Quarterly Economic Survey by May 15th. Maureen said she
has it ready to be signed and sent in.

10. Correspondence: None
11. Public Comment:
Larry Johnson asked if there were any public comments? Hearing no requests, he
moved to the next agenda item.
12. Board Member and Staff Items: None
13. Adjournment: Dennis Goodsell made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mitch Gerlinger
seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition, the meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.
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PVGID OPERATIONS REPORT
Reporting Period: 03-17-2014 to 04-11-2014
ATTACHMENT: 04/17/14 Meeting Agenda Item 5. f.
ROADS GRADED:
Wilcox Ranch
Roadrunner
Two Forty
Prairie
Bacon Rind (S)
Bacon Rind (N)
Right Hand Canyon
Twin Springs
Wilcox Ranch
Range Land
Ironwood (Front Section)

OTHER ROAD WORK:
Install Culvert on Ironwood at Ironwood Pit
Install Culvert on Ironwood at Bottom of S Curve

OTHER:
None

EQUIPMENT:
Repair Headlights and Taillights on Chevy P/U
Install Ignition Switch on Roller
Chevy Dump Truck Tow to Dynamic Diesel

SPECIAL MEETING
PALOMINO VALLEY GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
PO BOX 615, SPARKS, NV 89432-0615
Thursday, May 15, 2014
MINUTES
Larry Johnson called the special meeting of the Palomino Valley General Improvement
District (PVGID or GID) to order at 4:42 p.m. Thursday, May 15, 2014 at 21555 Pyramid
Highway, Reno, Nevada.
1.

Roll Call: Present were Dennis Goodsell, Dennis Magers, Mitch Gerlinger, Peter
Schmalzer, and Larry Johnson. Also present were Jim Hicks, Operations Manager;
Maureen Sidley, Assistant to the Secretary; Cathy Glatthar, Assistant to the Board; and
Louie Test, Legal Counsel.

2.

Public Comment (limited to three minutes per speaker):
Larry Johnson asked if there were any public comments? Hearing no requests, he
moved to the next agenda item.

3.

Retire to Closed Session: Peter Schmalzer made a motion to go into a closed
session, pursuant to NRS 241.030, to review the performance appraisal of Operations
Manager, James Hicks, and no action will be taken and discussion during the closed
session will be limited to considering the character and professional competence of said
employee. Mitch Gerlinger seconded the motion, and hearing no opposition, the Board
went into the closed session.

Reconvene for the Open Session of the Special Meeting.
Larry Johnson reconvened the special meeting at 5:32 p.m.
1.

Roll Call: Present were Dennis Goodsell, Dennis Magers, Mitch Gerlinger, Peter
Schmalzer, and Larry Johnson. Also present were Jim Hicks, Operations Manager;
Maureen Sidley, Assistant to the Secretary; Cathy Glatthar, Assistant to the Board; and
Louie Test, Legal Counsel.

2.

Public Comment:
Larry asked if there were any public comments? Hearing no requests, he moved to the
next agenda item.

3.

Approval of Minutes – April 17, 2014: Peter Schmalzer made a motion to approve the
minutes as written, and Mitch Gerlinger seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition,
the motion passed.

4.

Financial Reports and Payment of Bills:
a. Financial Reports: Maureen Sidley remarked that the interest income was up from
last month. She said only a consolidated tax payment came in. Cathy Glatthar asked
Maureen to check with the State and ask them why we did not receive any LGTA
money? Maureen said she would. Peter Schmalzer asked if we got any ad valorem
money? Cathy said we don't normally get any ad valorem this month. She said we
typically get ad valorem payments in September, November, February, April, and
then July. Maureen said expenditures were low this month.
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Cathy Glatthar reviewed the "Estimated Operating Funds" report. Total cash on hand
as of today is $235,267 plus additional revenue expected through August 31st of
$68,625, which equals $303,892 for estimated operating funds through the end of
August. She said she reduced the estimated monthly expenses to $25,000. The
average monthly expenses times three months (June through August) is $75,000,
reserve funds for two months of expenses is $50,000, and the annual insurance
expense of $9,000 and grader tires of $5,000 gives us a total of estimated expenses
and reserve funds of $139,000. Therefore, the net operating funds for capital
improvements are estimated to be $164,892. Larry commented that the costs for the
drainage improvements have already been paid, so the $164,892 is what we should
have for the other road improvements.
b. Payment of Bills: Peter Schmalzer asked if Allied Washoe is now Flyers? Maureen
Sidley said yes. Peter Schmalzer made a motion to pay the bills as written. Mitch
Gerlinger seconded the motion, and hearing no opposition, the motion passed.
c. Public Hearing - Final Budget for 2014/15: Maureen Sidley said we received a
notice from the Department of Taxation that our tentative budget was in compliance
with the law and appropriate regulations. She said since there were no changes from
the tentative budget, she used the same figures for the final budget. Mitch Gerlinger
asked if anyone had any comments on the final budget? Larry Johnson closed the
public hearing. Peter Schmalzer made a motion to approve the final budget as
submitted. Mitch Gerlinger seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously to
pass the motion.
At this time Larry Johnson announced a change in the order of the agenda and
addressed item 8. a. "Ironwood Road and Pyramid Highway Intersection
Improvements" (see below).
5.

Road Maintenance Reports:
a. Road Committee - Review and Possibly Award Contract for Whiskey Springs
Road Overlay Materials: Larry Johnson stated he made a math error in his
estimate of the cost of the overlay materials for Whiskey Springs. He said the Board
had approved up to $40,000 for materials and delivery, but the correct estimate
would be closer to $60,000. He said they put the contract out for bid and opened
those bids today at 3:00. The contract calls for manufacture of material and hauling
to the site, which will then be placed by our crew. We would hire our temporary crew
for laydown purposes. The work may be done on a Saturday, which means there will
be some overtime costs for Jim Hicks. Larry explained that because of the special
nature of the material, the supplier can only produce it on a Saturday. Larry
explained the bid package was submitted to four contractors and three of them
responded. He said Granite Construction was the low bidder at $45,045, with a unit
price for the binder of $800 per ton. He said he notified all bidders of the outcome.
He said Granite is proposing having the material batched and delivered on a
Saturday; June 7th or later. In answer to Mitch Gerlinger's question, Larry said our
labor costs will probably be around $2,000. Peter Schmalzer made a motion to
accept Granite Construction's bid. Mitch Gerlinger seconded the motion, and hearing
no opposition, the motion passed. Larry mentioned this product is referred to as a
"cut-back" - which means the asphalt is made soft by a solvent; in this case,
kerosene. The asphalt stays soft and pliable until the solvent evaporates; which, in
warm weather, will take a couple of days. It will be rolled and Larry said he will look
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into whether or not something will need to be sprayed on the roller to keep the
material from sticking to it.
Larry Johnson explained they have not put together a maintenance manual yet,
because they are still trying to determine the best product to use to surface the
roads. He then discussed Otta seal, which is a product Peter Schmalzer suggested.
Initially we did a chip seal, and then we did a chip seal with a micro-pave over the
top of it [aka Cape seal]. He said Otta seal is a more substantial product and we
might be able to get the same unit cost as the [Cape seal]. He explained this product
has a projected performance life of ten years; more if you put a sand seal over top of
it. Larry said he would like to proceed with putting out a bid package/construction
documents for Otta seal on a section of Ironwood from the end of the chip seal,
down through the "s" curve; a quantity of one mile and a quarter (which equals one
truckload). Larry said this will be a challenging test section; as this is one of the most
difficult to maintain sections in the system. He said we need to compare the
performance of the Otta seal with the performance of the overlay planned for
Whiskey Springs. Larry said we may be able to expand on the Otta seal, but we
must take out of the estimated $164,000 funds for improvements the costs of the
Whiskey Springs overlay, any Durablend or that type of a product, and the cost for
further improvements to Bacon Rind and Curnow Canyon. Then we can determine a
budget for the Otta seal. Mitch Gerlinger suggested holding back a capital
improvements reserve. Larry agreed and said we may need those reserve funds to
pay for a solution to Range Land. Mitch Gerlinger made a motion to authorize the
Road Committee to put together a bid package for Otta seal and put it out for bid.
Peter Schmalzer seconded the motion, and hearing no opposition, the motion
passed.
Larry said he would get the documents ready and have Maureen Sidley publish the
notice. Maureen mentioned advertising for bids can only be done two days a week Tuesday and Wednesday or Thursday.
Larry then talked about dust palliatives. He explained there have been continuing
complaints about the product being used as a dust palliative: Durablend. He said the
area on Wilcox Ranch between the mailboxes and just past the bridge, has turned
into a very slimy area and we need a solution. He said the Road Committee is
making a thorough review to determine if there are better products for this purpose.
He said Peter found some dust palliative manuals, which they haven't had time to
review, but they will have recommendations at the next Board meeting. Peter said
they now have some very good information, but they don't know the costs yet. Larry
said some of these dust palliative and stabilizer products cost as much as the chip
seal, and others are less expensive, but require more labor. Cathy Glatthar
commented that she listened to the two community forum recordings and believes
there is a misconception that Durablend is only used for dust control, but it is also
used as a stabilizer, which cuts down on the amount of maintenance and grading
that has to be done. Most people are not aware of this two-fold purpose. Larry said
the downside is that it gets slick when it gets wet, and also, it is corrosive.
b. 2014 Strategic Plan: Larry Johnson explained the strategic plan is more along the
lines of taking these projects one at a time in order to determine the cost of each
project and what funds are available. Peter Schmalzer agreed and said they did not
know what the bids were going to be for the Whiskey Springs overlay materials till
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today. He said we don't know what the Otta seal bids will come in at either, so it's
hard to do a strategic plan with all these unknowns.
c. Water Wells: Larry Johnson said we are not using the Wayside well and the
Ironwood well is working fine. He said an NDOT supervisor called him and asked if
they could use the Ironwood well to obtain water for the shoulder improvement work
they are doing along Pyramid Highway. Dennis Goodsell asked if they would be
paying for the water? Larry said they are probably paying for the water they are
getting in Spanish Springs. Peter suggested using this as a bargaining chip. Louie
Test suggested that Larry call the supervisor back and discuss with him this
maintenance condition for the Ironwood right turn lane and that we want to be
cooperative, but it seems that NDOT isn't being cooperative with us. Larry agreed
that would be a good approach.
d. Operations Manager's Report: Jim Hicks reported he was glad the Whiskey
Springs overlay work would not be done next week because they have quite a few
roads to maintain. He said the grader will need new "driver" tires. The International
water truck is back in for repairs; it is "missing." He said they are patching asphalt,
except for the area on Whiskey Springs that is scheduled for overlay. He said they
have a maintenance request for Right Hand Canyon and should get to it next week.
Cathy Glatthar asked if they had graded Curnow Canyon? Jim said he has that
request, but has not gotten to it yet. He said the roads are really dry; about like they
would be in July, and requests for grading are coming in for roads that were graded
within the past month. Larry said it will be challenging and people need to have
patience.
6.

Judicial/Government Affairs: Louie Test said he had nothing to report.

7.

Old Business – Updates: None

8.

New Business:
a. Ironwood Road and Pyramid Highway Intersection Improvements: Larry
Johnson introduced Michele Dennis with the Regional Transportation Commission
(RTC) and Clint Thiesse with Summit Engineering who is doing the design work for
the Ironwood deceleration lane. Ms. Dennis and Mr. Thiesse passed out their
business cards (see attachment).
Mr. Thiesse stated RTC retained Summit to design the right turn lane onto Ironwood.
He said they used AASHTO [American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials] design standards for a 65 mile-per-hour road. The asphalt
turn pocket will be 488 feet long by 13 feet wide with a 200-foot taper. The plan will
be to saw-cut the existing asphalt to get a clean tie-in. He stated the existing asphalt
on Pyramid Highway is only two and a half inches thick, but it is on six inches of
CTB [Cement Treated Base], and NDOT [Nevada Department of Transportation]
has indicated they will approve a comparable section if it can be designed. Mr.
Thiesse said he has designed a section with three inches of asphalt on eight inches
of base. He said the plan is to be out for bid in July, with a [start] date of late August
or early September. Construction would probably take a little more than a week to
complete.
Mitch Gerlinger mentioned they would want to avoid construction during the Burning
Man event. Ms. Dennis said that already is a requirement. She remarked further on
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the requirements of this project, and stated this is an RTC project because NDOT
does not have the funding for the construction or the maintenance of the turn lane.
She said NDOT is asking that the permit be submitted in the name of the PVGID,
and they would require the GID to do any future maintenance. It will be built with
RTC funds, but since RTC doesn't own any facilities, they do not do any
maintenance; the permit holder [the GID] would be required to do the maintenance.
Ms. Dennis stated that they are here tonight to not only present the design, but to
also be sure the Board is comfortable for them to proceed with submitting a permit
that has this condition requiring the GID to do future maintenance.
Larry Johnson said his understanding is that NDOT doesn't agree that this project is
even necessary. Ms. Dennis said that is correct; NDOT had no interest in forwarding
the project, but they agreed since it is funded. Larry asked Ms. Dennis if she would
agree that any private developer who is building a development into that intersection
would be mandated to put in a turn lane? Ms. Dennis said she doesn't have that
information. Larry said Summit Christian Church, for example, on Pyramid Highway
just north of Walmart, is now in the process of having to pay for design and
construction of right turn lanes into the church and an acceleration lane coming out
of the church. That has been mandated by NDOT. Ms. Dennis said with NDOT
having ownership of the highway, anyone who wants to access the highway has to
agree to NDOT's conditions, because NDOT issues the encroachment permits.
Larry said he is not aware of NDOT ever requiring a developer to enter into a
maintenance agreement.
Larry said the GID is not set up for pavement maintenance, but the turn lane would
probably have a 20-year performance life. He felt that NDOT would probably snowplow the turn lane any time they plowed the highway. But, if not, we could plow it.
Larry then recommended the Board accept the maintenance condition. Mitch wanted
to get a cost estimate for maintenance, such as what an overlay would cost? Larry
said the cost for a three-inch overlay would be around $20,000 to $25,000. Mr.
Thiesse said you would probably need to spend $5,000 to $6,000 every five years to
spray oil on it, restripe it, and put new arrows down. Larry asked if any right turn
lanes on Pyramid Highway had turn arrows? Mr. Thiesse said he believes he saw
some. Cathy Glatthar said she believes there are arrows at Axe Handle. Larry
concluded this has to be done according to NDOT standards, so if that's what's
required, it will be done.
Cathy asked if we do not agree to the maintenance, is it a "dead deal?" Ms. Dennis
said they met with representatives with NDOT and they indicated it would be. Cathy
said as a citizen living out here, she had concerns about the future maintenance
costs. She said maybe Bonnie Weber can intercede? Ms. Dennis said
Commissioner Weber used her RTC discretionary funds for this project. Peter
Schmalzer said, "This is a good gift horse that we don't look in the mouth." Ms.
Dennis said making a big issue of the maintenance idea, will put a red flag on it.
Larry asked if the "no man's land" between the cattle guard and the tangent of the
right-of-way fence would be paved as part of this project? Mr. Thiesse said the
drawing (see attachment) shows that that area will be paved. Ms. Dennis said she
would need a temporary construction easement for access to that area. She said
that Mr. Thiesse has kept the project within the $60,000 funding limit.
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Mitch requested a copy of the exact wording of the maintenance agreement. He said
he was concerned about receiving a bill from NDOT instead of being told to maintain
the lane. Ms. Dennis said when they submit the permit, they will ask for the
preliminary conditions.
Dennis Goodsell asked if it's our liability while our crew is working in NDOT's rightof-way, because we don't have the manpower to have flaggers? Peter said we
would need an encroachment permit. Larry said if we needed to place an overlay,
we would tag onto NDOT's contract and have the overlay on the turn lane done at
the same time NDOT does an overlay on Pyramid. Cathy asked if we could include
language to that effect in the maintenance contract?
Larry asked if there were any public comments? Wanda Wright asked if the hill,
south of Ironwood, would be removed? Mr. Thiesse pointed to the drawing and said
you'd already be in the turn pocket before going over that hill. Mr. Thiesse said
NDOT has already done a lot of shoulder grading, and there will be very little
additional grading needed.
Ms. Dennis said she needs direction to proceed with the permit application to NDOT
which will result in a condition for the GID to accept maintenance of the turn pocket.
She said they would bring back the conditions for the Board to review, then they
would do the final permit submittal.
Peter referred back to the maintenance issue and wanted to know if we would need
encroachment permits to do any snow plowing or other maintenance? Mr. Thiesse
believed we would not need an encroachment permit to do snow plowing. Ms.
Dennis said you would need a permit whenever you would affect the traffic flow, and
if you are snow plowing, the traffic flow is already slowed down.
Louie Test said the process will be that the permit will be drafted to include a
paragraph discussing maintenance. Mr. Thiesse said the permit will probably be a
"construction and maintenance" permit, which [holds] the GID responsible for any
maintenance required. Louie asked if there is a definition of maintenance? Louie
added that he didn't know if NDOT considered snow plowing as maintenance, and
wanted to know what NDOT considered to be maintenance?
Peter Schmalzer made a motion to have RTC proceed on our behalf for the
proposed project. Mitch Gerlinger seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition, the
motion passed.
Cathy requested that a copy of the drawing be sent to the GID's email address as a
pdf file. Mr. Samual Thompson with Summit Engineering said he would email the
file.
Louie suggested talking with Bonnie Weber, and letting her know NDOT is trying to
impose this condition. He said maybe she can have that condition removed, or at
least defined; sharing in the cost of … and then define what it is. Try to make it as
specific as possible on the condition, and when it comes back for the signature,
maybe we can modify it.
Dennis Magers stated his concern is what if NDOT comes to us in two years and
wants to resurface and wants to include the turn lane? Peter said they will want to
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resurface [Pyramid] before too long. Louie said it goes back to what the definition of
maintenance is going to be. Louie said if NDOT is doing an overlay on Pyramid and
the turn lane doesn't need it, we tell them we don't need it, and if they want it done,
they pay for it, because it has a useful life of 20 years and we're going to fog seal it,
so we're maintaining it. He said NDOT would actually be destroying it, so it's their
problem. Larry said the problem is there would be a three-inch drop off. Louie said
they would be creating the hazard, and it would be their problem.
b. Becerra Horse Racing Events Special Use Permit SB14-007: Larry explained
this SUP is for a property that is off an extension of the north end of Sage Flat Road.
It is beyond the area of Sage Flat Road that the District maintains. He explained
Community Development has asked for our review and conditions. He said Cathy
[Glatthar] has put them together, and he read the conditions into the record (see
attached). Larry said they wanted to leave it open, so the GID is covered if we have
to increase the level of maintenance of Sage Flat Road. Louie Test asked if we have
a current level of maintenance for Sage Flat? Jim Hicks said we have an historical
record of maintenance to use as a basis. Wanda Wright, in the audience, said the
concern is that it is a very narrow road and if you have a fire truck coming in for an
emergency and a truck and trailer coming out, someone is going to be in the ditch.
Jim said it's a single-lane road. Larry said that needs to be addressed, and
suggested amending the letter. Louie Test reminded the Board their concern is with
the roads. Larry mentioned we just completed a road-widening project at the request
of residents [Curnow Canyon], but did not feel we would do the same for the benefit
of a commercial operation. Larry said he would include language that it is not our
responsibility to widen this road to allow for higher levels of traffic. Peter Schmalzer
asked if the extension has been dedicated to the PVGID? Cathy Glatthar replied it
has not. Cathy asked if Larry would draft that amendment and email it to her ASAP?
Larry said he would.
c. Action on Closed Session (if any): Peter Schmalzer said it is not our practice to
Board-approve the performance appraisal. Cathy Glatthar said if the Board wants to
amend the performance appraisal, this is when they would do it. Hearing no
requests, Larry Johnson moved to the next agenda item.
d. Employee Compensation: Larry Johnson said this is the time of year when we
evaluate salary levels and discuss potential raises. Larry said what has been done in
the past is Dan has received a three percent (3%) increase, and Jim, five percent
(5%). Mitch Gerlinger said he had no objection to giving the same increases this
year based on the satisfactory to very satisfactory performance evaluation. Peter
Schmalzer said five percent is a lot. Larry said we gave Jim a five percent increase
the last two years because they felt he was underpaid for a maintenance supervisor.
Peter said those were catch-up rates. Larry asked what the inflation rate was for last
year? Cathy Glatthar said she looked it up, and CPI [Consumer Price Index] was
1.5%. Maureen Sidley said she saw 2%. Larry said he is torn on this; that the 5%
was a catch up rate, but on the other hand when you have good employees, you
don't ask them to lose money every year with the price of groceries, fuel, and
everything going up. At the same time he wanted to caution the Board about pricing
the employees out of the market, but he didn't feel they were close to that. He said
Dan is handsomely paid for what he does, and Jim is just starting to breakeven for
what he does. Mitch said if we are going on replaceability, Jim would not be
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replaceable with what we currently pay him, but Dan would be fairly readily. Mitch
Gerlinger made a motion to give Jim a 5% and Dan a 3% raise starting on Monday,
May 19, 2014. Dennis Goodsell seconded the motion. Peter clarified that when he
said 5% was high, he does agree that Jim is not overpaid for his job, but he does
feel that giving 5% over the past three years needs an explanation, because no one
else is getting that in this market. Larry said he felt that explanation was given; that
he was underpaid initially. The Board voted unanimously to approve the motion.
9.

Calendar Review: Cathy Glatthar reviewed the upcoming items:







Cathy proposed to have the closed session and employee compensation in June
beginning next year, so there is no confusion about the meeting start time for the
public hearing for the budget. Maureen Sidley agreed. The Board approved the
change. Cathy will update the Board Member's Handbook and the calendar.
The Air Quality Permit for the aggregate pits expires at the end of May. Maureen
said the check was signed tonight, and will be mailed tomorrow. Cathy asked that
a copy of the permit be sent to her, so that she can send it to Planning and
Development to show the PVGID is still in operation [a condition of the Wayside
SUP].
Maureen must file the final budget with the [Washoe County] Clerk and
Department of Taxation on or before June 2nd.
The Ironwood Water Truck Fill Station SUP expires August 5, 2014. If an
extension of time is needed, the application must be submitted by June 16th. This
is for the landscaping condition. Cathy asked if we had 50% coverage of
revegetation? Larry said there are areas that do not have 50% and asked Cathy
to proceed with the application for a two-year extension of time.

10. Correspondence: None
11. Public Comment:
Wanda Wright asked if anyone knows what NDOT is doing on the shoulders [of
Pyramid Highway]?
Larry Johnson said they are providing emergency turnouts for vehicles; for instance, if
someone has a flat tire on their boat trailer, they can pull off the highway far enough to
not be a hazard to other vehicles.
Larry Johnson asked if there were any further public comments? Hearing no requests,
he moved to the next agenda item.
12. Board Member and Staff Items:
Mitch Gerlinger asked what is the status of the "driveway" policy? Larry said it was
adopted. He said the one that has not been adopted yet is the new road standards.
Cathy Glatthar mentioned that we want both policies to be part of the building permit
process.
13. Adjournment: Peter Schmalzer made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Dennis
Goodsell seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition, the meeting adjourned at 7:26
p.m.
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PVGID OPERATIONS REPORT
Reporting Period: 04-14-2014 to 05-08-2014
ATTACHMENT: 05/15/14 Meeting Agenda Item 5. d.
ROADS GRADED:
Ironwood
Amy (Ironwood to Wilcox Ranch)
Peak (E-W)
Prairie
Pasture View
Bacon Rind (S)
Bacon Rind (N)
Grey Van
Rebel Cause
Wild Horse
Wilcox Ranch (Amy to Quaking Aspen)

OTHER ROAD WORK:
Install Culvert on Wilcox Ranch
Clean Culverts on Ironwood
Clean Culverts on Wilcox Ranch

OTHER:
None

EQUIPMENT:
Chevy Dump Truck Back from Repairs:
New Lift Pump and Fuel Hoses

ATTACHMENT 1
05/15/2014 Meeting
Agenda Item 8. a.

BUSINESS CARDS

[SUMMIT ENGINEERING]

PYRAMID HIGHWAY

DR

OO
NW

O
IR
D

IRONWOOD/ PYRAMID
TURN LANE PROJECT

REGIONAL
TRANSPORTATION
COMMISSION

May 13, 2014

ATTACHMENT
05/15/2014 Meeting
Agenda Item 8. b.

Grace Sannazzaro, Planner
Community Services Department
Planning and Development Division
Via email to: gsannazzaro@washoecounty.us
Re: Becerra Horse Racing, Special Use Permit #SB14-007
Dear Ms. Sannazzaro,
The above referenced project will generate additional traffic on Sage Flat Road,
which is maintained by the Palomino Valley General Improvement District
(PVGID). Sage Flat Road is an unsurfaced, untreated, dirt road, and proposed
event traffic will result in dust generation, and possibly, the need for increased
road maintenance.
In order to mitigate the impacts, the PVGID hereby requests the following
conditions of approval be placed upon this project:
1. On event days, the proponents shall water Sage Flat Road before
contestants and spectators arrive and re-water the road just before their
guests leave.
2. The PVGID, along with existing residents, will monitor the need for more
frequent road maintenance during this first season of events. If the traffic
generated by these events necessitates the need for an increase in the
level of maintenance for Sage Flat Road, the proponent shall reimburse
the PVGID for the increased road grading activities.
Sincerely,
Cathy Glatthar
for Larry J. Johnson
President

[Contact: Larry J. Johnson, President, 775-848-6788, palvalgid@gmail.com]

REGULAR MEETING
PALOMINO VALLEY GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
PO BOX 615, SPARKS, NV 89432-0615
Thursday, June 19, 2014
MINUTES
Larry Johnson called the regular meeting of the Palomino Valley General Improvement
District (PVGID or GID) to order at 5:38 p.m. Thursday, June 19, 2014 at 21555 Pyramid
Highway, Reno, Nevada.
1.

Roll Call: Present were Dennis Goodsell, Dennis Magers, Mitch Gerlinger (left at 5:50
p.m.), Peter Schmalzer (arrived at 5:45 p.m.) and Larry Johnson. Also present were Jim
Hicks, Operations Manager; Maureen Sidley, Assistant to the Secretary; and Cathy
Glatthar, Assistant to the Board.

2.

Public Comment:
George Boyce asked if the cracks in Range Land would be sealed?
Larry Johnson said this matter would be discussed later in the meeting, and thanked Mr.
Boyce for coming to the meeting.
Larry asked if there were any further public comments? Hearing no requests, he moved
to the next agenda item.

3.

Approval of Minutes – May 15, 2014 Closed and Open Sessions: Mitch Gerlinger
made a motion to approve both sets of minutes as written, and Dennis Magers
seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition, the motion passed.

4.

Financial Reports and Payment of Bills:
a. Financial Reports: Maureen Sidley referred to the Budget to Actual report and
stated she believes the ad valorem (property taxes) revenue will be about $30,000
less than what was projected. She said the good news is the expenses are all below
budget, with the exception of payroll because of the temporary workers that were
hired. Larry Johnson wanted to know why there would be a shortage? Maureen
explained the $231,000 was a projected figure from the Assessor’s Office and the
actual received to date is $46,000 less and only about $12,000 to $13,000 is still
expected. Larry asked how this year’s ad valorem compared with last year? Cathy
Glatthar said last year the projected ad valorem was $241,000 and actual was
$219,000; $22,000 less than projected. Mitch Gerlinger asked if the shortage had
anything to do with the agreement with Truckee Meadows Fire Protection District
(TMFPD)? Cathy said the TMFPD agreement affects the CTX revenues (sales
taxes), by adding $45,000 to the base distribution amount.
Cathy handed out the Estimated Operating Funds report and referred to page 2
showing the budgeted versus actual revenues received from September 2013
through August 2014 (the timeframe for road improvements). She said, for this time
period, we have received $198,000 in ad valorem revenue. She said this is $13,000
more than what Maureen shows, and she said she is not sure why there’s a
difference. She explained we are down by nearly $15,000 in ad valorem revenue,
and she has subtracted that from the expected revenue through the end of August.
Dennis Magers asked how the ad valorem is paid? Cathy explained that the four
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installments are due in August, October, January, and March, and we receive the
funds approximately one month later: September 35%; November, February, and
April 20% each; and July 5%. Cathy referred back to the report and stated the
estimated operating funds for capital improvements is a healthy $166,000.
b. Payment of Bills: Larry Johnson asked for approval of two bills for the fabrication
and welding of the "wings" for the grader (to be used when spreading the overlay
material on Whiskey Springs): MSM Steel Fabricating $538.63 and $150 for
welding. Peter Schmalzer made a motion to pay the bills as written, including the
additional bill. Dennis Goodsell seconded the motion, and hearing no opposition, the
motion passed.
Maureen mentioned the indebtedness report is due August 1st, and in the past five
years there has been no debt. She asked if the Board thought they would be
purchasing anything on credit in the next five years? Larry said he did not see
anything foreseeable. Maureen said she would enter all zeroes on the report and
bring it to the next meeting for signatures.
5.

Road Maintenance Reports:
a. Road Committee: Larry Johnson reported the Whiskey Springs improvement
project is scheduled for this Saturday [June 21st]. He told Maureen to expect
overtime for our crew and the two temporary workers. Larry stated Jim Hicks picked
up the signage and asked Cathy to post the alert on the website. Cathy said she has
already posted the notice on the website. Jim said the signs are out announcing the
road closure date and times. Larry explained the material is a very soft asphalt and
will look rough for about a week until it evens out. He said we expect a 15 year
performance life for this material. He said this is a departure from what we’ve done
in the past, but we want to see how it works because of the longer performance life.
Larry stated a bid package has been put out for the Otta Seal project on 1.2 miles of
Ironwood Road. He explained this will cover the “s” curve on Ironwood, which is
probably the highest, most maintenance intensive section of roadway in the entire
95-mile road system. He said bids are due next Thursday [June 26th]. Peter
mentioned the ditches need to be done before the Otta Seal is put down. Larry
asked that Peter get with Jim and give him direction on what needs to be done.
Peter expressed concern that the shoulders were not ditched along the first section
of Cape Seal on Ironwood, and doesn’t want to repeat that oversight this time. Larry
asked Jim to re-shoulder the areas along the Cape Seal, especially the curve near
the horse corrals. He asked Jim to bring some dirt from the shoulder up onto the
Cape Seal edge to protect it from breaking off when motorists drive along the edge.
Larry added that the entrance onto Ironwood needs to be smoothed out again. Peter
Schmalzer made a motion to authorize Larry Johnson to accept an Otta Seal bid
amount up to $65,000, if it is necessary to do so before the next meeting, and if
Louie Test, legal counsel, approves of this action. Dennis Goodsell seconded the
motion, and hearing no opposition, the motion passed.
Maureen Sidley asked if the bill for the Whiskey Springs Overlay project could be
paid before the end of June so it will go against this fiscal year’s budget? Peter
Schmalzer made a motion to approve payment in the amount of $45,045 to Granite
Construction for the overlay material and delivery as long as the President of the
Board, Larry Johnson, is satisfied with the product. Dennis Magers seconded the
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motion, and hearing no opposition, the motion passed. Larry said he would get the
invoice to Maureen for payment.
Larry said there are still other projects to accomplish this summer. He said a
decision will need to be made on whether to use a dust palliative product this year or
to let it revert back to dirt. He said they are looking at some alternates, but a lot of
them are very expensive compared to the products we are using now. He said he
hopes the Board will approve the continued stabilization of Bacon Rind and Curnow
Canyon which washboard terribly within a week of grading. He said on Bacon Rind
they mixed some aggregate base material into the native soil, and this has extended
the time between gradings (from two weeks to about a month). He mentioned the
cost for the Whiskey Springs Overlay project is $45,000 and will be done this
weekend. He said the Ironwood Otta Seal project is scheduled for July, and he
would like to see Bacon Rind and Curnow Canyon also be done in July for about
what was spent last time ($8,000).
Larry then addressed seal coats on existing asphalt surfaces, and explained that
there is separation and cracking of the surface on sections of Range Land Road.
Peter Schmalzer said he has looked at those areas of Range Land and the subgrade is just too soft and the surfacing is cracking up. Peter said whatever is done
will have to be more substantial than what was done before. Larry said they will take
a look at it and try to come up with a resolution. Larry explained that the high cost of
some of these products prevents them from justifying their use for small areas.
Dennis Magers asked if there are other mailboxes that have the splattered mud
issue like those at Quaking Aspen and Wilcox Ranch? Larry Johnson said he
cleaned up those mailboxes about a month ago. Cathy, Dennis M. and Dennis G. all
thanked Larry for cleaning the mailboxes. Larry said there are others that get
sprayed with mud, and reminded the Board that his suggestion was to have
aggregate base put down in front of those mailboxes. He said they will wait and do
this right before the winter storms.
b. Water Wells: Larry Johnson said he has not spoken with NDOT [Nevada
Department of Transportation] about using the Ironwood well because we have not
seen the conditions NDOT's proposing for the deceleration lane maintenance.
c. Operations Manager's Report: Jim Hicks reported the International water truck is
back in the repair shop for a new radiator. Larry said he wanted to look at the
maintenance costs for that vehicle. Jim said they are high, but to replace it would be
very expensive. Larry remarked we have no debt right now. Dennis Goodsell
mentioned he saw that the Peterbilt water truck was also in for repair. Jim said that
was for a broken spring on the back and a few other minor repairs. Peter asked that
a record of the yearly maintenance costs for the International water truck be
compiled. Maureen said okay. Jim said it’s not only the repair costs, but the
downtime and the crew’s time to take it into town and to bring it back.
6.

Judicial/Government Affairs: None

7.

Old Business – Updates:
a. Ironwood Road and Pyramid Highway Intersection Improvements: Larry
Johnson said we were supposed to have guests from RTC [Regional Transportation
Commission] and [Summit Engineering] here tonight, but they have not yet received
the maintenance requirements from NDOT [Nevada Department of Transportation].
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b. Becerra Horse Racing Events Special Use Permit SB14-007:
reported they withdrew their application.

Cathy Glatthar

c. Ironwood Water Truck Fill Station SUP: Cathy Glatthar reported that at the last
meeting, the Board instructed her to submit an Amendment of Conditions application
to extend the landscaping requirement for two years. She said one of the application
items was to state the condition number that was being amended. She said she was
unable to find a specific condition, so she contacted Roger Pelham [Planning and
Development Division], who said the 50% revegetation requirement was not part of
the Ironwood SUP. Upon further research, Mr. Pelham notified her that there is a
Director’s Modification allowing for hydroseeding of the disturbed areas. She said
Mr. Pelham said if the hydroseeding has been “successful,” we can have him come
out and do an inspection, otherwise we should request an amendment to the
Director’s Modification and ask for an extension of time for the hydroseeding. Larry
asked Cathy to request an extension of two years. Cathy said she will write the letter
and submit it by the August 5th deadline.
d. Board Member's Handbook: Cathy Glatthar said she thought she would have the
update to the Trustees chapter done by tonight, but was unable to complete it.
8.

New Business: None

9.

Calendar Review: Cathy Glatthar reviewed the upcoming items:












Annually assess the need to cut down the weeds along Whiskey Springs and
Ironwood Roads. Cathy said this could probably be moved to next month. Larry
mentioned the weeds just east of Grass Valley along Whiskey Springs are
starting to get rather tall and within 30 days we should re-evaluate the need to
have them cut down.
The Auditor’s Letter of Engagement needs to be signed. Maureen Sidley passed
the letter down to Larry for his signature.
Cathy said she just received a copy of the AQMD Permit to Operate [the
aggregate pits], and she will send it to the Planning and Development Division
per the Wayside SUP condition of approval.
The Annual Fiscal Reports must be published on or before July 1st. Maureen
reported that has been done.
Beginning July 1st, the PVGID agendas must be posted to the State’s website.
Cathy said she looked into this and set up our account and actually posted the
June agenda on the State’s website. She added that she wrote up the
instructions on how to post to the website and she will give a copy to Peter
Schmalzer as a backup.
Cathy said in July she will send out an email to the constituents on the email list
and have them re-affirm their desire to remain on the email list. Larry asked how
many people are on the email list? Cathy said she thought it’s about 20.
Cathy said Jim Hicks should be getting a renewal form from AQMD for the
gasoline fueling facility, and he should fill it in with the throughput numbers and
submit it by July 20th.

10. Correspondence: None
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11. Public Comment:
George Boyce commented that money was spent on Range Land and something
should be done so it does not deteriorate further. He said there are a lot of hairline
cracks that should be filled so water cannot get underneath the chip seal. He mentioned
a parking lot in town that was covered with some kind of sealant, and it looks really
good.
Larry Johnson said it’s an issue with the underlying soils. He said they will look at it,
and come up with recommendations to the Board for the next meeting. Peter
Schmalzer said we’re at a point where we can’t just spend a little money on it; we either
spend a lot of money on it or let it deteriorate. Larry reiterated that alternatives will be
brought to the Board.
Larry asked if there were any further public comments? Hearing no requests, he moved
to the next agenda item.
12. Board Member and Staff Items: None
13. Adjournment: Dennis Goodsell made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Dennis Magers
seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition, the meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m.
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PVGID OPERATIONS REPORT
Reporting Period: 05-12-2014 to 06-12-2014
ATTACHMENT: 06/19/14 Meeting Agenda Item 5. c.
ROADS GRADED:
Easy Jet
Roadrunner
Lost Springs
Ironwood
Bacon Rind (N)
Right Hand Canyon
Ironwood (S turns)
Amy
Range Land
Grey Van
Rebel Cause
Bacon Rind (N)
Bacon Rind (S)
Curnow Canyon

OTHER ROAD WORK:
Patch asphalt (Whiskey Springs)
Replace Culvert markers (Ironwood, Wilcox Ranch)
Install signs (Whiskey Springs, Ironwood)
Patch asphalt (Right Hand Canyon)
Reshape Ironwood S turns

OTHER:
None

EQUIPMENT:
International W/T In shop
Peterbilt W/T in shop
International W/T Back
Peterbilt W/T Back

REGULAR MEETING
PALOMINO VALLEY GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
PO BOX 615, SPARKS, NV 89432-0615
Thursday, July 17, 2014
MINUTES
Larry Johnson called the regular meeting of the Palomino Valley General Improvement
District (PVGID or GID) to order at 5:45 p.m. Thursday, July 17, 2014 at 21555 Pyramid
Highway, Reno, Nevada.
1.

Roll Call: Present were Dennis Goodsell, Mitch Gerlinger, Dennis Magers, Peter
Schmalzer, and Larry Johnson. Also present were Jim Hicks, Operations Manager;
Maureen Sidley, Assistant to the Secretary; Cathy Glatthar, Assistant to the Board, and
Louie Test, Legal Counsel.

2.

Public Comment:
Nancy Brown, 3500 Outback Lane, asked how the system works when a person has a
question, a comment, or a complaint; how is that tracked or monitored for quality
assurance? She said from experience, she knows that everyone is busy and wellintentioned, but do you have quality assurance on a system, and can you explain how
that works for her?
Larry Johnson explained if there is a simple answer that’s acceptable to the person who
makes the communication, one of the [trustees] typically emails, calls, or somehow
corresponds with that individual. He said we will not get into an email exchange back
and forth. He explained at that point, for example in your case, that is the reason he
said this would be discussed at a Board meeting, and you are welcome to attend. He
said that way all of the discussion can take place and a decision can be reached by the
full Board, rather than by any individual.
Nancy Brown stated then there is no way for the general public to know what
complaints have been registered? She said an example would be one of the
homeowners has asked three times for the Space [Test] road sign be replaced or reinstalled because [without the sign] it is a safety hazard (emergency responders cannot
locate the road without the sign). She continued and said the last time the homeowner
called, she was told it’s being worked on (this has been ongoing for six months). She
said if the GID had a system to track these requests, you could show when the request
was made, that it was assigned, and when it was taken care of and at what cost. She
said as a paying member of the GID, that would be of interest to her.
Larry asked if that request was made in writing? Ms. Brown said the three requests
were made on the phone. Larry said it then becomes a “he said, she said” situation. He
said we have a website that we invite people to submit comments; at that point we have
a written record and that is tracked and those requests are discussed by the Board and
by the Road Committee, and those are fully documented. He said one of the problems
with phone calls, which are fine if there is an emergency, is there is no way to record a
phone call made by an individual. Larry said we require requests to be made in writing.
Ms. Brown asked if staff is informing homeowners to put a written complaint in? Larry
said that is our standard operating procedure, and that is our instruction to our Road
Supervisor. Mitch Gerlinger added that we are statutorily limited to discussing these
items at these meetings; that we can’t meet outside these meetings with more than two
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Board members without violating open meeting law. Ms. Brown said most public
officials have an in box within the jurisdiction that they are working for, so you can click
on a Board member and send or copy them. She asked if there is some way to contact
you individually or copy you on any communications so we know you are in the loop?
Larry said anything that is put in an email to our [email address] requesting
maintenance, complaints, comments anything is tracked and is forwarded to all of us.
Larry said since we are here on a volunteer basis, he personally does not care to be
called at home. Ms. Brown said she is not asking for a phone number, that she is
asking for an in box; an email [address]. Larry explained that Cathy [Glatthar]
distributes emails to the entire Board. Ms. Brown commented that she has a whole
length of communications, and she’s had three different signatures from three different
people. She said she had no understanding of who was communicating when and
what. She said the email would be returned to her individually from one person, in turn
to the whole group (Curnow Canyon) by another person; it was from the PVGID
committee, it was from you, Larry, and it was from Cathy. She said she had no
understanding of the consistency and who was communicating. Larry said he has the
entire packet of emails, and all of those [emails] from us have been sent through Cathy,
and whether they have his name on them or not, he will send his communications to
Cathy to send from the GID email [account], because he does not want his personal
email circulated to the homeowners. Ms. Brown said he doesn’t have to give out his
personal email, that he can have a link to the PVGID, just like every other elected
official. Larry explained that we have every email forwarded to us; that is the system
and that is the way it will be.
Ms. Brown said it took three times to get an answer on the policy [regarding trees and
debris left after roadwork by the GID in the roadway easements]; that no one would
explain it to her, and finally she got an email that said it was a one-time situation, then it
became policy. Larry responded that is not what the email said. He said that email
stated there is no policy on cutting trees within the right-of-way; who’s responsible, who
does what. Larry said that is one of the things we will possibly discuss tonight, and put
on the next agenda, to develop a policy if we feel that is necessary. Ms. Brown said she
doesn’t think communication is transparent, and she isn’t sure who’s writing what when
she gets communications, and there is no way to copy [the Board members] individually
to be sure they are getting the communications. Larry said that is true, but she
communicates directly to our email address and that will be distributed to the Board,
every time. Ms. Brown asked if it is automatically distributed or does it have to be
forwarded? Larry replied it is forwarded.
Steve Brown, Outback Lane, said [Curnow Canyon] Road is not being [maintained]
properly. He did thank the Board for their quick response, and said back in the
beginning when he offered to cut the trees down, he was not contacted. He said he is
still willing to help with anything needed. He said already the road is turning bad; the
drainage is starting to fill up. He said that when he talked with Larry before, Larry was
going to bring in better dirt for the Sky Canyon-Curnow area. He said what’s happened
is they just widened it and pushed all the sand onto the road. He said getting back to
the trees, he’s willing to help, but won’t be hauling the trees out.
Larry said he would take a look at the road drainage, specifically before wintertime, and
will make sure adequate drainage is perpetuated. Larry said it is still a narrow road, but
it’s a lot better than it used to be. Mr. Brown agreed. Larry said when the grading is
done, we must maintain the integrity of the “v” ditches and the width of the roadway. He
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said as far as the surfacing, one of the items that will be discussed tonight is adding
aggregate base material to the Curnow-Sky Canyon intersection, and to areas of Bacon
Rind (north and south). Mr. Brown said the washboard is already bad. Larry explained
that the dry weather has caused problems throughout the road system, and challenged
anyone to come drive his road. He said his instructions for the Road Supervisor is his
road gets done last.
Connie Paullo thanked [the Board] for the work they had done on Curnow Canyon.
She reiterated the need to have the Space Test sign replaced so emergency vehicles
can find the road. She asked if putting the road base down on Bacon Rind helped slow
down the bumps?
Larry said he just road that with one of the residents, and the road base does slow down
the interval between grading; the pure DG washboards almost instantly, within a week
[after it’s been graded], whereas the DG mixed with aggregate base does not
washboard as quickly, and they can go nearly a month between gradings. He said it is
worthwhile and they plan on doing that section on Curnow.
Ms. Paullo then asked if something could be put down at the mailboxes because it gets
muddy in the winter? Larry explained one of the projects that has been approved but
postponed until just before winter, is to put down a pad of aggregate base in front of the
mailbox areas. Ms. Paullo reported there are big potholes in the asphalt on Axe Handle
just past the mailboxes. Larry said there is constant pothole filling each month and
asked everyone’s patience as there is a lot to be done. Larry asked Jim Hicks on which
road did he recently fill pot holes? Jim responded Right Hand Canyon. Larry said we
are going as fast as we can.
George Newell said he had complaints, one of which was having large rocks on his
road [he placed a number of rocks on the table]. He said he is tired of calling the
Operations Manager because nothing is getting done. He then asked the attorney if
there is any law or reason why one cannot call a Trustee with a complaint or anything
concerning the GID?
Louie Test replied there is no law that you can’t call, but the process in which to file your
complaints is to use email.
Mr. Newell then talked about watching the GID putting water on the shoulders on
Whiskey Springs Road. He wanted to know why they watered the shoulders? He said
the shoulders should be graded because the weeds are four feet high; it’s a fire hazard.
He mentioned seeing smoke from a fire on Right Hand Canyon and speculated that it
was weeds along the road that caused it.
Mitch Gerlinger said speaking as someone who put that fire out, it wasn’t weeds along
the road that started it. He said he is a volunteer firefighter, and that fire was started in
the middle of that field.
Mr. Newell then asked why the GID doesn’t have enough time to grade the weeds on
the shoulders for fire prevention?
Mitch Gerlinger said there are 95 miles of road to be maintained.
Mr. Newell then commented about the culverts, and said 95 percent of them are
smashed in from the grader tires. He said the water comes out onto the road and the
roads aren’t being graded like they should be graded; there’s no crown in the middle.
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Mitch Gerlinger said he’s done road surveys with Larry [Johnson] with a transit and a
level and they have checked to be sure the roads are crowned.
Mr. Newell then asked why after months of asking for Broken Spur be graded, it wasn’t
graded? He said he finally called Larry [Johnson], who said he would get it done, and
two weeks later, it got done with all those rocks on the road still there, and still graded
flat. He said he was here to get something done right.
Tricia Johnson said she realized she arrived a bit late for the Curnow Canyon
discussion, but the gentleman on the end basically said what she was going to say; that
the GID did do a good job on that. She said she was at the meeting when that was
discussed (maybe November), and she heard the Curnow Canyon people say can we
do something? She said she knew that a meeting took place where Mr. Johnson met
with the residents. She said she went up to Curnow Canyon and she was impressed
with the work they did, and yes the trees were being cut, but while she was there
nobody stopped to help. She said Ms. Brown said no one was notified, but …
Connie Paullo interjected and said Larry [Johnson] came up to her house, but she was
in school. She said they have taken 15 pickup loads out, and she doesn’t want anyone
up there with a chainsaw because of the fire danger. She said it was her neighbor and
her neighbor’s son who cleaned it up.
Ms. Johnson continued and said she wondered why no one pitched in when they said
we’re going to do whatever we need to do.
Ms. Paullo said she thought it was just a miscommunication.
Larry Johnson asked if there were any further public comments? Hearing no requests,
he moved to the next agenda item.
3.

Approval of Minutes – June 19, 2014: Peter Schmalzer made a motion to approve the
minutes as written, and Dennis Magers seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition,
the motion passed.

4.

Financial Reports and Payment of Bills:
a. Financial Reports: Maureen Sidley reported receiving a little over $50,000 in
revenue this month. She said $30,000 came in from Washoe County, and was
called “Trade Pay”; she said she would call and find out what that is. Cathy Glatthar
said it had to be ad valorem (property taxes).
Cathy handed out the Estimated Operating Funds report and stated that we received
an unexpected $30,000 for what must be ad valorem. She said we were only
expecting possibly $12,000, so that puts us close to what we were expecting this
year [in ad valorem revenue]: Actual is $228,000 and budgeted was $231,000.
She said we did have high expenses this month, and that figure is after removing the
Whiskey Springs overlay material and delivery and a little bit for Dura Patch leaving
$36,000 [in non-road improvement expenses], which includes $8,500 for vehicle
repairs and the $2,900 for the AT&T cable repair, which may or may not be spent.
Cathy reported the net estimated operating funds for capital improvements is
$124,478. Larry reiterated that that is after paying for Whiskey Springs and patching
to date. Peter Schmalzer asked Larry what the bid was for the Otta Seal? Larry
replied $68,750.
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b. Payment of Bills: Peter Schmalzer said he would like to have the costs for the
International water truck tracked. Maureen Sidley said she and Cathy are working
on putting together a yearly cost analysis. Peter said there must be some point
when it’s cheaper to get rid of it than to keep it. Dennis Magers asked what the
payment to BAWN was about? Maureen explained that in order to obtain health
insurance, we have to be members of a big corporation, so we joined the Builder’s
Association [of Western Nevada]. Maureen reported a phone cable was cut and a
bill was received from AT&T in the amount of $2,970.44. She said the Board will
need to decide whether to pay the bill or not. She added the insurance company
says it is covered, and our deductible is $1,000. Jim Hicks reported it was
apparently a service line on Right Hand Canyon Road. He said they will not show us
where the line was, they did say it was in the “v” ditch, which is very shallow, maybe
six inches deep.
Larry Johnson said AT&T’s standard detail for any new
construction is a 42-inch bury, and this line is only six inches deep. He said he did
not feel it was appropriate for the District to pay this bill. Louie Test said in the past,
the GID did not have insurance, and if this claim is filed under our insurance, we let
them know our position that the claim should not be paid because the specifications
were not met when the line was installed. He said the insurance company will turn it
over to their adjuster, who will make a determination as to whether or not it is an
appropriate claim. Larry asked Jim to put in writing everything we know about the
situation and he will put it in letter form to the insurance company. He recommended
not paying the AT&T bill. Peter Schmalzer made a motion to pay the bills as written,
with the exception of the AT&T repair bill. Mitch Gerlinger seconded the motion, and
hearing no opposition, the motion passed.
At this time, Larry Johnson announced a change in the order of the agenda and
addressed item 7. a. "Ironwood Road and Pyramid Highway Intersection
Improvements" (see below).
5.

Road Maintenance Reports:
a. Road Committee:


Otta Seal Project on Ironwood Road: Larry Johnson reported a bid package
was put out for the Otta Seal (a type of chip seal) project on 1.2 miles of
Ironwood Road. He said the only bidder was Sierra Nevada Construction (SNC),
and their bid was $68,750. He stated SNC is prepared to do this project a week
from today if the Board accepts their bid. He explained this is the first time this
has been done in Nevada. Peter Schmalzer said it has been done in Alaska and
northern Canada. Mr. Newell, in the audience, asked where the ad for bids was
placed? Maureen Sidley replied “The Sparks Tribune”. Peter explained the
standard process is to notify every potential bidder. Mr. Newell said if they
posted the notice in the Reno Gazette they would get more exposure. Larry
explained, regardless of exposure, he personally called representatives of
Granite Construction, Intermountain Slurry Seal, A & K Earthmovers, SNC, and Q
& D, and there is no one else in Northern Nevada that does this work. Mitch
Gerlinger asked how the cost of Otta Seal compares with other chip seals we’ve
done? Larry said it is more expensive; the Cape Seal was about $50,000 per
mile and this runs about $60,000 per mile. Larry explained this has about twice
the oil application and twice the thickness of the aggregates. He said the Cape
Seals we have put down are chip seals with a slurry seal over the top. Peter said
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we may have to add some aggregate in some areas and other areas may need to
be swept to remove excess aggregate. He said we should allow the traffic to
work the oil up into the aggregate. Cathy Glatthar asked if we had any “loose
gravel” signs? Larry said yes we do. Peter Schmalzer made a motion to
authorize Larry Johnson to accept SNC’s Otta Seal bid in the amount of $68,750.
Dennis Magers seconded the motion, and hearing no opposition, the motion
passed.


Aggregate Base Project for Bacon Rind and Curnow Canyon: Larry then
said the next thing he wanted to get done this month was to place aggregate
base on portions of Bacon Rind north and south, and Curnow Canyon at the Sky
Canyon intersection. He said he wanted to be clear that washboards do not go
away; all this does is retard it and makes it better. Connie Paullo, in the
audience, mentioned at the last meeting they discussed changing Curnow
Canyon to a [maintenance] level 2, and suggested grading Curnow Canyon when
they grade Bacon Rind. Jim Hicks said they can’t do both roads in the same day.
Larry recognized Mr. Newell’s comments about the rocks and invited everyone to
look at his road. He said he gets out there with a digging bar and a pick and
removes the big rocks in his road. He said in the past there was a four-man crew
with two motorgraders, and a majority of the budget was spent on salaries. He
explained the past Board made the transition into fewer people and spending
more dollars on improving the major collector roads. He said they have done
traffic counts and resident counts, and have established a level of service based
on how many people live on what road. He said that is further modified because
soil types in certain areas require more frequent maintenance than other areas.
He said that is why roads like Bacon Rind get more attention than others. He
explained that is why [a portion of] Range Land was surfaced. He said this
Board’s philosophy is to surface the main collector roads, which frees the crew up
to expend more effort on the roads with fewer residents. He said people have to
understand we’ve only surfaced about three miles of Whiskey Springs, only one
mile of Ironwood, less than a mile on Axe Handle, and about six-tenths of a mile
on Range Land. He said those are our four main collector streets, and of them
all, Ironwood gets way more traffic than any [other road]. He said it will take a
few years to get Ironwood completely surfaced. He said they would like to get
Ironwood, Amy, and Wilcox Ranch Road surfaced because that’s the system with
the greatest amount of traffic. He said they’d like to get Whiskey Springs up to
the intersection with Right Hand Canyon, and they’d like to get more of Axe
Handle done, but our annual budget is such that they can only do a little at a
time. He said they will extend the surfacing as far as they can, but keep in mind
that with the performance life of these jobs, we will have to come back and
resurface those surfaces. He said we are watching the performance of these
surfaces to determine when they will have to go back and resurface them; the
goal is to extend that time before having to resurface as far as we can.
Mr. Newell said a few years ago Wilcox Ranch Road had a lot of rock on it and
the GID bought a roller and rolled it and that solved the problem. He said they
won’t use it because they don’t like riding it. Larry said it really doesn’t. Mr.
Newell continued and said to simply get rid of the rocks, like on Broken Spur, is to
grade the road and then come back and skim the top to get the rock off into the
shoulder. He said it’s simple, but this guy [Jim Hicks] doesn’t care about how

Palomino Valley General Improvement District – Regular Meeting – July 17, 2014

6

many rocks are on the road. Larry said he disputes that our crew doesn’t care.
Mr. Newell interrupted, and Larry explained there are rules of conduct, and
discussions are to be professional and polite, and if Mr. Newell cannot be
professional and polite, he will be asked to leave. Mr. Newell said you’re not
taking away my First Amendment rights. Larry said if you have an issue, we want
to hear it as long as you remain civil.
Discussion turned back to adding aggregate base to Bacon Rind and Curnow
Canyon. Peter asked when this project would be done? Larry said sometime in
the next thirty days. Peter thought the odds of getting this done before the next
Board meeting is low. He asked Larry what was the budget for this project?
Larry said he’d like a budget of $12,000, and said that fits within our net operating
funds for capital improvements. Dennis Magers asked if the mailbox areas would
be done, too? Larry said no, that will be done probably in late fall. He said he
would leave it up to Jim whether or not to add more aggregate to the south-bound
lanes on Bacon Rind south in the dip area. Peter Schmalzer made a motion to
approve a budget of up to $12,000 for the aggregate base project. Mitch
Gerlinger seconded the motion, and hearing no opposition, the motion passed.


Dust Palliatives: Larry said over the years we’ve had complaints when past
Boards used mag-chloride, and those complaints continue to date when we use
the polymerized mag-chloride blend called Durablend. He said he contacted
contractors for recommendations, and there is a wide variety of products out
there, but they are much more expensive than the Durablend. He said they would
work because the application rates necessary are very high, therefore a lot of
material would have to be put down to be effective. He explained the Durablend
budget last year was $25,000, and reiterated one of the benefits of doing surface
treatments is fewer miles of unsurfaced roads that require dust palliatives. He
said he talked with SNC, and their initial comment was the Durablend product was
the best “bang-for-your-buck” product available. He said the complaints are it
gets sticky and slick when it gets wet, and it is mildly corrosive to metals,
particularly aluminum; however, the polymers in the Durablend make it a little less
corrosive. He said interestingly in a [Community] Forum, residents complained to
the [Commissioner] about the Durablend the GID uses on the road, rather than
coming here. He reported on an alternate product that has been recommended; it
is an asphalt product that is diluted and sprayed on the soil surface. He said this
product has a unit price of about $4,500 a mile, whereas Durablend costs $3,500
per mile. Peter explained with a petroleum-based product, we do not expect bad
performance in the winter. He said the performance of Wilcox Ranch was terrible
[when it was wet]. He said something different needs to be done on Wilcox
Ranch. Dennis Magers agreed with Peter. Larry said he believed the Durablend
does fairly well on Ironwood and Amy. Dennis M. said the last time they [graded]
Ironwood, he noticed a lot of hard scraping. Jim Hicks said with the Durablend it’s
always a hard scrape; you are trying to scrape off enough of it to smooth it down.
Dennis Goodsell suggested doing a test section with the new asphalt-based
product. Larry suggested using Durablend on Ironwood from the sharp curve to
Amy and try the new product on the two and a half miles of Wilcox Ranch from
Amy to the mailboxes [at Quaking Aspen]. Discussion continued as to what areas
to apply which product to. Peter suggested adding material from the Ironwood pit
to the area on Wilcox Ranch between Quaking Aspen and the bridge as soon as
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possible after a storm, and the vehicles will work the material into the soft dirt.
Jim said they have done that on Chantry Flats and it worked really well. Larry
agreed with that course of action. Peter made a motion to purchase Durablend
for between the Amy and Wilcox Ranch intersection to the top of the curve on
Ironwood, and the alternate, asphalt product from the [Ironwood] curve to the end
of the Otta Seal. Dennis Magers seconded the motion, and hearing no
opposition, the motion passed. Larry said he saw no reason why this could not be
done in the next thirty days.
b. Operations Manager's Report: Jim Hicks reported a “turbo” was installed in the
International water truck costing $5,000. Larry Johnson thanked Jim for patching
Right Hand Canyon as he had received requests for that to be done. Larry asked
Jim to schedule patching of pot holes on Axe Handle and get the Space Test road
sign installed. Larry said we try to be responsive to maintenance requests, but he
said he will not tolerate any homeowner calling his home and yelling at his wife.
6.

Judicial/Government Affairs: None

7.

Old Business – Updates:
a. Ironwood Road and Pyramid Highway Intersection Improvements: Larry
Johnson stated we have representatives from RTC [Regional Transportation
Commission] and Summit Engineering here tonight to update us on the status [of the
deceleration lane]. Michele Dennis, with RTC, said she was here with Rich and Sam
from Summit Engineering. She reported they are ready to advertise for bids on
Monday if the Board is willing to sign the permit tonight. She read into the record the
email received from NDOT [Nevada Department of Transportation] as to their
conditions regarding maintenance:
“We have heard back from the District Engineer. We will be conditioning the permit
as we normally do per access encroachments. Maintenance of the access will be
the responsibility of the permittee until NDOT makes improvements. Snow
removal/plowing is a standard NDOT maintenance operation for State routes.
Please let us know if you have more questions or would like to meet again.”
Ms. Dennis said basically they are not subjecting the GID to anything more than any
other access encroachment permit; they merely wanted to highlight until there was
an NDOT project to maintain the area, if you were concerned about the condition of
the road it would be the [GID’s] responsibility. She explained [the deceleration lane]
will be constructed at essentially the same time as the chip project [on Pyramid
Highway], so it appears that the maintenance aspects will be the same for both the
highway and the new turn out. She clarified that the GID would not be responsible
for snow plowing. She said if the Board will vote to sign the permit, they would be
able to advertise [for bids] and then open bids on July 31st.
Larry asked Summit Engineering what their final structural section would be? One of
the Summit engineers replied they are requesting NDOT approve a “3 on 8”, and
they will do a double layer of chip seal. Larry stated to the Board the maintenance
requirements are very minimal and confirmed with Summit that this has a 20-year
performance life. He then recommended the permit be signed. Peter Schmalzer
made a motion to authorize the President of the Board to sign the agreement with
NDOT. Mitch Gerlinger seconded the motion, and hearing no opposition, the motion
passed.
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Ms. Dennis mentioned that Commissioner Weber has been following up on this to
determine the progress. Larry said we’ll probably wait until this is done, but this
Board and everyone who uses Ironwood Road, owes Commissioner Weber a great
big thanks on this. Larry than thanked Ms. Dennis and the Summit Engineers.
b. Curnow Canyon Road: Discussed earlier under public comment. However, Jim
Hicks commented that there are no ditches on Curnow Canyon, so how could he
have filled in the ditches (as reported by a resident under public comment)? Larry
Johnson responded that Jim was correct; a cross slope was put in so it drains across
the road, because there was no place to put a “v” ditch.
c. Ironwood Water Truck Fill Station SUP: Cathy Glatthar reported that a Director’s
Modification was issued for the landscaping requirement, which allowed for a
xeriscape-type landscape plan. She said because we don’t have enough vegetation
growing, we are asking for an extension of time for the landscaping to take hold.
She said Larry signed a letter to that effect this evening, and she will send it to Bill
Whitney, the Director of Planning and Development.
8.

New Business: None

9.

Calendar Review: Cathy Glatthar reviewed the upcoming items:







Annually assess the need to cut down the weeds along Whiskey Springs and
Ironwood Roads. Larry asked if the weeds along whiskey Springs were at a
height where they need to be mowed? Mitch Gerlinger replied that they are not.
Cathy Glatthar mentioned taking Fire Chief Moore and Fire Marshal Amy Ray on
a tour, and their plan is in the fall to have volunteers burn it with the supervision of
Station 17.
Cathy said Jim Hicks needs to submit the throughput numbers for the gasoline
fueling facility by July 20th.
Cathy asked Maureen Sidley about the Indebtedness Report? Maureen said it’s
done and in the mail.
Cathy said the proof of publication of the annual fiscal reports is due by August
14th. Maureen said it’s already been done.
Cathy said the Economic Survey is due by August 14th. Maureen said she hasn’t
done that one yet.

10. Correspondence: None
11. Public Comment:
Larry asked if there were any public comments? Hearing no requests, he moved to the
next agenda item.
12. Board Member and Staff Items:




Maureen Sidley reported receiving a letter from the Department of Taxation
stating our final budget was approved and in compliance with the law and
appropriate regulations.
Cathy Glatthar stated she scanned and emailed to Roger Pelham the AQMD
permit for the [aggregate] pits in compliance with the Wayside SUP. She said Mr.
Pelham confirmed receiving the permit.
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Mitch Gerlinger said he’s been asked by Truckee Meadows Fire Protection
District to present some “Fire Safe Community” information to the Board. He
asked if the Board wanted this placed on a future agenda? Larry Johnson said
this should go through the CAB or Commissioner Weber’s Community Forums.
Mitch said he would direct them to Commissioner Weber.
Louie Test suggested having the Road Committee agenda item show a
breakdown of the main topics to be discussed. Larry Johnson agreed and future
agendas will have a breakdown of issues. Cathy Glatthar asked if there could be
an “Other” item? Louie suggested that if an emergency item comes up, address
it as an emergency item, and add it to the agenda at the meeting if it cannot be
noticed ahead of time.
Larry Johnson asked to have an item on next month’s agenda regarding the
possibility of forming a policy on removing trees, limbs, and other vegetation
growing in or hanging into the roadway easements. Larry asked how the Board
feels about this topic? Dennis Goodsell said he believes there should be a
policy. Louie Test said Larry is correct about what cities do; if trees growing on
your property are encroaching upon the city’s easement, then it is the property
owner’s responsibility to cut them back. He said the problem the PVGID has is
the easements are so wide, so all the trees and vegetation are in the easements.
He said the GID has an obligation to maintain their easements. Peter Schmalzer
clarified that the GID is responsible for maintaining the easements for vehicular
traffic, so we can take down a tree so it does not impede traffic. Louie said
residents felt a fire hazard was created when the trees were cut down on Curnow
Canyon, but based on the pictures he saw, he did not feel that was the case.
Louie then commented about the willows on Quaking Aspen, and said if you have
something within the easement that is affecting safety because of visibility, then
you have a responsibility to cut those trees back. Louie suggested having a
controlled burn of that vegetation. Mitch Gerlinger said we could involve the
Palomino Valley [Volunteer] Fire Department as a training exercise. Peter said
he would argue that expending GID funds on maintenance that’s not related to
keeping the roads passable, is outside of our scope. Louie said if you take an
action that creates an unsafe situation, then you have [inaudible]. Larry said the
majority of the trees he trimmed were on absentee-owner properties. He said he
cut only enough to allow the motorgrader in to widen it to an 18-foot roadway.
Mitch said we should be doing as little cutting as necessary, because our
responsibility is to take care of the roads. Larry said he’s not sure if a policy is
necessary, but he will follow the Board’s direction. Larry said he personally feels
we can do a bit of PR and involve the volunteer fire department and get it done.
Cathy Glatthar said her only concern is setting precedence. Larry said he took
care of some willows growing along Quaking Aspen last year. He said the
willows recently mentioned, do create a sight distance safety issue. Louie said
that is how you set your policy; if there is vegetation affecting safety and visibility,
then it’s your responsibility. Larry interjected that it’s the property owner’s
responsibility. Louie said you have to be specific as to what you are willing to do;
how often will you be cutting trees to widen a road? Larry said not very often.

13. Adjournment: Mitch Gerlinger made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Dennis Goodsell
seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition, the meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.
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PVGID OPERATIONS REPORT
Reporting Period: 06-16-2014 to 07-10-2014
ATTACHMENT: 07/17/14 Meeting Agenda Item 5. b.
ROADS GRADED:
Ironwood
Amy (Ironwood-Wilcox)
Wilcox
Amy (Ironwood-Wilcox)
Amy (S)
Wilcox (Goodher-Mid)
Sage Flat
Piute Creek
Wilcox (Quaking-Goodher)
Big Dog
Prairie
Jackrabbit (S)
Jackrabbit (N)
Broken Spur
Amy (Ironwood-Wilcox)

OTHER ROAD WORK:
Patch Asphalt (Right Hand Cyn.)
Roll Asphalt (Whiskey)
Shoulders (Ironwood)
Entrance (Ironwood)

OTHER:
None

EQUIPMENT:
Chevy P/U - Repair headlights & taillights
Roller - Install ignition switch
International W/T - Turbo replaced

PALOMINO VALLEY GID
EMAILS FROM CURNOW CANYON ROAD RESIDENT NANCY BROWN
[July 17, 2014 Agenda Item 7. b.]

On Mon, Jun 23, 2014 at 11:51 AM, Brown, Nancy E. <Nancy.E.Brown@schwabbank.com>
wrote:
Palomino Valley GID Board and Staff:
I was planning to follow-up in a more timely manner to thank the Palomino GID for providing
road widening work on Curnow Canyon Road. I greatly appreciate the responsiveness and the
effort to improve Curnow Canyon Road with very limited financial resources. Another reason,
beside procrastination for not sending a thank you earlier is because I didn’t think the work was
complete. There has been no clean-up of the cut brush and markers. I’m very concerned
about the brush and tree limbs left on the side of the road due the extremely high fire danger. I
assumed that this would have been an important part of this work. Would you please shed
some light on why this hasn’t been done and is it an appropriate expectation of the
homeowners to have this done by the GID?
Please respond by email or have someone give me a call.
Thank you.
Nancy E. Brown
3500 Outback Lane
Reno, NV 89510
775-544-9891
775-424-2503
From: Palomino Valley GID [mailto:palvalgid@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, June 27, 2014 8:20 AM
To: Brown, Nancy E.
Cc: shulershome@earthlink.net; ausbound5@yahoo.com; cmp9707@gmail.com;
cougar8045F@yahoo.com; eharrision@renown.org; FML - Gregg @ work;
henhousecollection@gmail.com; shelly@sas-llc.us; threesids321@yahoo.com
Subject: Re: Curnow Caynon Road Improvements
Ms. Brown:
In our original discussions with the Curnow Canyon residents, the residents offered to
perform tree and brush trimming and participate in other improvements associated with this
project. This did not happen. Instead, our unpaid Board President, Larry Johnson, did the
thinning, while supervising the remaining grading and widening operations.
It is actually the responsibility of property owners to maintain and/or clear brush and trees
from their property that is within the road right of way, not the GID, so if the Curnow Canyon
residents feel that the trimmings represent a danger, they are free to collect and dispose of
them as they see fit.

Sincerely yours,
The PVGID Road Committee
From: Brown, Nancy E.
Sent: Friday, June 27, 2014 10:55 AM
To: Palomino Valley GID
Cc: shulershome@earthlink.net; ausbound5@yahoo.com; cmp9707@gmail.com;
cougar8045F@yahoo.com; eharrision@renown.org; FML - Gregg @ work;
henhousecollection@gmail.com; shelly@sas-llc.us; threesids321@yahoo.com
Subject: RE: Curnow Caynon Road Improvements
PVGID Road Committee:
Wow… I am a little set-back and offended by this response. I think the big issue is lack of
communication by the GID. Yes the homeowners did offer to help with this project but we
never received direction on help you needed. Had we been informed when the work was to
take place, when you needed our help and what you needed us to do, I know of a least three
homeowners that would have been there to trim the brush, remove trees and do whatever they
could to assist. But there was never any communications. You just left the brush and
markers there to dry.
I would also like clarification on procedures and property maintenance of the homeowner. I
agree that it’s the responsibility of property owners to maintain and/or clear brush and trees
from their property that is within the road right of way, not the GID. But this was not property
maintenance, this debris was the result of a road project the GID performed. Unless
responsibilities of the GID are different than the city, county and other government agencies,
the party doing road improvements is generally the responsibility for cleanup.
Nancy Brown
On Wed, Jul 2, 2014 at 12:50 PM, Brown, Nancy E. <Nancy.E.Brown@schwabbank.com>
wrote:
PVGID Road Committee:
Since I didn’t receive an acknowledgment to my last email it might not have been clear that I
requested clarification of the property maintenance responsibilities of the property owner and
GID. I would appreciate a copy of the policy/rules referred to by the PVGID Road Committee
in its response below plus a list of the members of the PVGID Road Committee.
Also, I haven’t been able to find a way to directly communicate with the elected board by
email through the PVGID website. Please let me know where I can find this information.
Thank you.
Nancy E. Brown
3500 Outback Lane
Reno, NV 89510

On Wed, Jul 2, 2014 at 2:36 PM, Palomino Valley GID <palvalgid@gmail.com> wrote:
Ms. Brown,
PVGID Board President, Larry Johnson, plans on calling you regarding your follow up email.
Thank you for your patience,
Cathy Glatthar
Assistant to the Board
Sent: Monday, July 7, 2014 8:05 AM
To: Brown, Nancy E.
Cc: shulershome@earthlink.net; ausbound5@yahoo.com; cmp9707@gmail.com;
cougar8045F@yahoo.com; eharrision@renown.org; FML - Gregg @ work;
henhousecollection@gmail.com; shelly@sas-llc.us; threesids321@yahoo.com
Subject: Re: Curnow Caynon Road Improvements
Ms. Brown:
In light of your grievance regarding tree trimming required during widening of Curnow
Canyon Road, this item will be discussed at the upcoming board meeting on July 17, 5:30 p.m.
at the Regional Shooting Facility on the Pyramid Highway. You are invited to attend.
Larry Johnson, President
On Tue, Jul 8, 2014 at 10:26 AM, Brown, Nancy E. <Nancy.E.Brown@schwabbank.com>
wrote:
Larry:
Thank you for adding this item to board meeting agenda scheduled for July 17th. Steven
and I would like to be present for this agenda item but get off work at 5:00 p.m. and would not
be able to attend until 6:00 p.m. I also requested a copy of the policy/rules referred to on
homeowner property maintenance responsibilities be provided. I tried to find this online but
haven’t been able to locate. So an email copy or link to the reference rule (email below) would
be greatly appreciate prior to the board meeting. I also asked for the list of the Palomino
Valley GID Road Committee also referenced in the email response and haven’t yet received
this list (not on the website).
I would greatly appreciate the requested information prior to the board meeting.
Regards,
Nancy Brown
Gmail PVGID Administrator <palvalgid@gmail.com>
Re: Curnow Caynon Road Improvements
Palomino Valley GID <palvalgid@gmail.com> Wed, Jul 9, 2014 at 8:38 AM
To: "Brown, Nancy E." <Nancy.E.Brown@schwabbank.com>
Bcc: "Johnson, Larry", "Schmalzer, Pete"

Dear Ms. Brown,
In the unlikely event that the Curnow Canyon Road agenda item comes up before you and
your husband arrive at the meeting, it will be postponed until you arrive. The rest of your
concerns will be addressed by the Board at the meeting.
Regards, Cathy
On Wed, Jul 9, 2014 at 9:48 AM, Brown, Nancy E. <Nancy.E.Brown@schwabbank.com>
wrote:
Palomino Valley Board of Directors:
Thank you for making the adjustment to the board meeting schedule to accommodate the
time it may take for Steven and I to make the meeting after work. The only outstanding item
needed prior the the board meeting is the written policy/rule on the responsibility of the
property owners on road maintenance as referred by Palomino GVID Road Committee original
response to my question: “Responsibility of property owners to maintain and/or clear brush and
trees from their property that is within the road right of way, not the GID”. I would like this
referenced information prior to the board meeting.
I have copied my attorney, Wayne Pressel with this request if you prefer to provide him with
the information.
Wayne@pressel-law.com
Regards,
Nancy Brown
3500 Outback Lane
Reno, NV 89510
Palomino Valley GID <palvalgid@gmail.com> Wed, Jul 9, 2014 at 10:11 AM
To: "Brown, Nancy E." <Nancy.E.Brown@schwabbank.com>
Bcc: "Johnson, Larry" <aspentwobears@yahoo.com>, "Schmalzer, Pete" <pete@halfspace.com>
Dear Ms. Brown,
This "policy" is not in writing, but instead has historically been the response (only on one other
occasion that I am aware of) to such requests for tree/brush removal.
Regards,
Cathy Glatthar
Assistant to the Board
END

REGULAR MEETING
PALOMINO VALLEY GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
PO BOX 615, SPARKS, NV 89432-0615
Thursday, August 21, 2014
MINUTES
Larry Johnson called the regular meeting of the Palomino Valley General Improvement
District (PVGID or GID) to order at 5:35 p.m. Thursday, August 21, 2014 at 21555 Pyramid
Highway, Reno, Nevada.
1.

Roll Call: Present were Mitch Gerlinger (arrived at 5:43 p.m.), Dennis Magers, Peter
Schmalzer, and Larry Johnson. Dennis Goodsell was absent. Also present were Jim
Hicks, Operations Manager; Maureen Sidley, Assistant to the Secretary; and Cathy
Glatthar, Assistant to the Board.

2.

Public Comment:
Nancy Brown, 3500 Outback Lane, read her statement into the record (see attached).
Some of the key points from her statement are as follows:


She thanked the Board for the opportunity to make public comment.



She acknowledged and appreciated that the Trustees are elected, but receive no
pay; they are volunteers with a difficult task due to limited funds and having only
a two-man crew.



She said she has an obligation to make her voice heard, but she feels that the
Board prefers not to hear the concerns of its residents. She mentioned a resident
who attended last month’s meeting, and that he seemed frustrated and felt he
was being ignored. She said it is her perception that the Board doesn’t address
concerns, instead they wait until they can no longer avoid the issue.



She mentioned looking “outside the box” and at better ways to manage
resources. She suggested a resident volunteer system. She suggested a time
outside of the regular meeting where residents can sit down with Trustees to
discuss their concerns and come up with possible solutions.



She cited a correction to last month’s meeting minutes [addressed under Item 3.
Approval of Minutes], and requested the series of emails be attached to the July
17, 2014 minutes.



She then addressed “Board Transparency & Disclosure,” stating if a relative of a
Board member makes public comment, either the speaker or the Board member
should disclose their relationship. She also stated access and communication
with Trustees should be fair and equal. She said it appears that certain residents
are given direct access to Trustees by phone or email.



She then listed outstanding issues with Curnow Canyon road work, including the
removal of large trees left after the road widening project; replacement of the
Space Test Drive street sign; upgrading the frequency of road work; and filling of
potholes in the asphalt on Axe Handle Road.



In closing, she requested residents be given the opportunity to comment on the
potential policy on vegetation growing along roadways (Item 8.a. on tonight’s
agenda).
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Peter Schmalzer explained that the Board knows the gentleman Ms. Brown mentioned.
Peter said he was a former Board member who was removed from the Board. He said
as far as Ms. Brown thinking the Board is not listening to residents, the first time Curnow
Canyon residents came to the Board, we listened to them. He said he took half of his
Sunday to meet with the residents. That he and Larry went back to Curnow Canyon on
several occasions and came up with a plan, and that plan was carried out. He
continued and explained that there are nearly 100 miles of road in the District and
Curnow Canyon is 2.8 miles long; Curnow Canyon represents 2.5 percent of the
network. Peter said if we gave everyone in the District the same amount of attention
that they gave Curnow Canyon, it would be more than a full-time job for them, instead of
a volunteer position. He said when attention is given to Curnow Canyon, it is taken
away from others. He said as far as emails, this is a very small organization, and it
bothers him when we have to spend money on things other than road maintenance,
such as $9,800 a year for the audit.
Larry Johnson pointed out a bit of the history of the roads in our area. He explained the
Palomino Valley subdivision was actually divisions of large land maps. He said when a
normal subdivision is built in Washoe County, City of Sparks, City of Reno, for those
cities or county to accept roads for maintenance, those roads have to be built to specific
standards. Washoe County will not accept for maintenance any gravel road, let alone
any dirt road. He said if you look at their standard details, they don’t even have a
standard detail for dirt roads anymore. He explained when the GID was formed, the
developer got authorization for this General Improvement District. He said at that time
Washoe County had a standard for gravel roads, but not a single road in this roadway
system met those standards. He stated we now have our own standards for new roads;
Curnow Canyon would never be accepted for maintenance, because it doesn’t meet and
never met anybody’s standards. He said when the residents came to us, they asked if
we could widen Curnow Canyon Road so that two vehicles could pass. After meeting
with the homeowners, they agreed that the Curnow Canyon system now had sufficient
residents on it to not only upgrade it for level of maintenance (how many times it is
graded annually), but to also spend the funds to hire outside operators to widen the
road, and they did so. He said he personally supervised the construction, and he cut
down limbs that were encroaching into the roadway. He said he did not haul off those
limbs.
Peter cited an example on Quaking Aspen where the phone company came in to lay a
new cable, and they knocked down a bunch of trees and those trees are still there; it’s
quite common in the Valley.
Larry explained that he has given this matter a lot of thought since the last meeting, and
suggested organizing a work party of residents for the Winter time and get it taken care
of. He said as far as not listening or appreciating comments from the residents, he
takes tremendous exception to that. He said this Board has bent over backwards to
listen to our residents and comments about thinking outside of the box and doing things
out of the ordinary, the miles of surfacing, nothing like that has ever been done in the
history of the GID until this Board came on. He said we have been thinking outside of
the box and providing the residents with a “poor man’s pavement.” He said they have a
system for road maintenance requests, and they adhere to it. He said he refuses to
have his personal phone number and email given out; that he is tired of drunk residents
calling and yelling at his wife.
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Ms. Brown referred to Mitch Gerlinger’s earlier comment that there will be an opening on
the Board in January, and wanted to know how such positions are filled?
Peter said there is a procedure; a mailing goes out announcing the vacancy and inviting
registered voters in the District to apply. Larry said the Board will appoint the new
Trustee. Mitch mentioned that the appointee will have to run in the next election.
Larry Johnson asked if there were any further public comments? Hearing no requests,
he moved to the next agenda item.
3. Approval of Minutes – July 17, 2014: Cathy Glatthar reported she received a
correction from Ms. Brown as follows: Instead of “Ms. Brown said it took three times to
get an answer on the policy [regarding trees overhanging or in the roadway easements]
…” it should read “Ms. Brown said it took three times to get an answer on the policy
[regarding trees and debris left after roadwork by the GID in the roadway easements]
…” Peter Schmalzer made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected, and Dennis
Magers seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition, the motion passed.
At this time, Larry Johnson announced a change in the order of the agenda and
addressed item 7. a. "Ironwood Road and Pyramid Highway Intersection
Improvements" (see below).
4. Financial Reports and Payment of Bills:
a. Financial Reports: Maureen Sidley reported the audit is nearly complete, and it
should be ready for our next meeting. She said the $209.11 was our final ad
valorem payment [for 2013/2014].
Cathy handed out the Estimated Operating Funds report and stated that we are at
the end of the time period she was doing this report for, August 31st. She said she
subtracted out the $68,750 for SNC, and the reserve funds. She said that leaves net
operating funds for capital improvements of $56,587.
b. Payment of Bills: Maureen said there is a correction to the disbursements report:
the Cashman Equipment payment will be voided; it was for an old bill that was
already paid. She asked Larry to explain the $150 payment to Mel Belding. Larry
said that was for welding work done on the “wings” for the grader blade for the
Whiskey Springs overlay project. Larry asked for approval to pay SNC for the
Ironwood Otta Seal project base bid amount of $68,756. He said they actually
sealed 1.4 miles rather than the 1.2 miles that was bid. He said we stretched the oil
a bit further, but we’ll need to pay for the extra aggregate for that section. He said a
change order will be written for that additional aggregate, and payment will be
submitted for approval at the next meeting. Peter Schmalzer said it will cost $2,000
to $3,000 for the extra aggregate. Mitch Gerlinger commented that anytime we can
stretch the road work for a few thousand dollars is okay with him. Larry mentioned
that Peter was out there all day supervising the work. Peter Schmalzer made a
motion to pay the bills, including the payment to SNC for $68,756. Mitch Gerlinger
seconded the motion, and hearing no opposition, the motion passed.
Cathy Glatthar reported on the AT&T cut cable matter from last month. She said she
was working on a letter to our insurance company. She said Jim has written and
signed a statement outlining what happened. She said Louie Test [Legal Counsel]
will look over the letter before she sends it to the insurance agent. She reviewed the
content of the letter, and said essentially we are saying it’s not appropriate to pay the
bill because the cable was not buried deep enough.
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5.

Cathy then said she had supplied the Board with copies of the repair costs for the
International water truck. She thanked Maureen Sidley and Jim Hicks for their help
in compiling this information.
Road Maintenance Reports:
a. Road Committee:


Ironwood Road Otta Seal Project:
Peter Schmalzer reported the [oil]
application rate was too high to start with, so they gradually increased the amount
of aggregate. He said they started with 50 pounds of aggregate and 7/10ths of a
gallon of oil per square yard, and increased it up to 75 pounds [of aggregate] in
order to keep the oil from “bleeding” too much. He said at that point they were
having difficulty getting that much rock through the spreader, so they decreased
the rock to 65 pounds and the oil to 65/100ths of a gallon. He said that the rest of
the project was done at that rate. He said he thought it was looking good, but
there was some bleeding at the backend as well, and there are some “speed
bumps” where, because the rock was a little bit wet and the high volume of rock,
the spreader was jamming and they had to stop to clear the spreader. Peter said
SNC broomed the rock, and Jim Hicks said they broomed it last week and then
the broom broke. Larry said the rock now needs to be broomed off the surface.
Peter asked if the broom was fixable? Jim said he believed it could be and that
he thought it was an electrical problem. Peter said he’s actually trying to keep as
much rock on the surface as possible. He explained the Otta Seal is doing what
they expected; the oil works its way up, and if you broom the rock off too quickly,
you’re not going to have enough rock to soak up the oil and it will “bleed” hard.
Larry Johnson said that in response to the bleeding they sanded the surface. Jim
Hicks reported Dan Schaufus came up with the idea to use the snow sander to
sand the Otta Seal, making it fast and easy. Peter pointed out that Jim was a big
help on that job; that he was the first man on, and last man off. Larry told Jim he
did a great job.
Larry Johnson reported that a resident got confused by our detour signs, and
drove through the fresh oil and splashed oil on his vehicle. He said the resident
sent us an estimate for detailing his vehicle in the amount of $500. Larry said he
thought it was proper that we clean the resident’s vehicle. He said we didn’t have
flaggers. He said at the same time we have to be very careful about setting
precedent on people who run our detour signs. Larry said in this case he feels it
was an honest mistake. Larry asked Cathy to send the resident an email asking
him to supply us with three estimates, one should be from [Sam’s Sparkle Shop
in Sparks], because they will detail an entire motor home taken to Burning Man
for $250, so they should be able to detail a Suburban for a reasonable amount.
Larry said we also need a written statement from the resident on how this
occurred. Dennis Magers suggested paying the detail company directly. Peter
said he was there the whole time and quite a few people came through. He
reported that someone driving a big box van came part way through, tried to turn
around, got stuck and had to be towed out. Jim Hicks said the statement the
resident made to him was that he left [his residence] after the job was done, and
that is when he got the oil on his vehicle. Jim said the confusion with the detour
signs happened in the morning, that he figured it out and came in the other way.
Peter said he didn’t understand how that much oil could have come up or not
been covered with aggregate. He said we should ask for some photos.
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2014 Durablend and Alternative Dust Palliative Program: Larry said the Road
Committee recommends suspending the Durablend and dust palliative program
for this year because we are already into the middle of August. He said he would
like comments from the residents of the Ironwood Road system as to whether
they prefer a slickened Durablend surface to fight in the Winter or to fight dust in
the Summer? Mitch Gerlinger said he came down Ironwood the other evening
and the east-west section is the dustiest he’s ever seen it. Larry said we’ve had
residents complain all the way up to the County Commission for putting dust
palliatives on the roads.
Cathy Glatthar said she agreed with Larry about the Durablend, but wanted to
know if they were going to try the oil/asphalt alternative? Larry said he was going
to solicit an estimate for that product and his suggested test section would be
“Shotwell Flats” [the flat stretch of Ironwood Road between the pit and the sharp
turn]. He said the cost he got from SNC was $4,500 a mile, whereas Durablend
costs $3,500 per mile. He said we would build a test section, just like we’ve done
all over the Valley in an effort to be innovative and thinking out of the box.
Dennis Magers suggested doing half a mile on Ironwood and half a mile on
Wilcox Ranch. Larry said he would not put this on the section of Wilcox from
Quaking Aspen and the bridge, because it would be counterproductive on those
clay soils. Peter said after the next good rainfall, we need to start putting some
material from the Ironwood pit on that area and get it worked into the clay. Jim
mentioned the area on Wilcox from Amy to Morning Dove has a lot of Durablend
in it and said he wasn’t sure if this asphalt emulsion product would be compatible
with the Durablend.



Bacon Rind and Curnow Canyon Aggregate Project:
projects will have to wait until sometime late next month.



Curnow Canyon Road Drainage: Larry reiterated what was said at the last
meeting after the Curnow Canyon residents had already left the meeting. He
explained that on the portions of Curnow Canyon that were widened, from the
intersection of Sky Canyon eastward, they did not install roadside “v” ditches;
they put a cross slope to it so water would run off the downhill side. He said there
were “v” ditches along portions of Curnow Canyon that run into Sky Canyon and
those ditches do need to be maintained/perpetuated prior to Winter storms. He
asked Jim to be sure that is done. He said in fact, in the October timeframe we
need to pay particular attention to crowns, cross slopes, and ditches. Larry said
to Jim that more crown is better. Jim said it is practically impossible in the
Summertime to keep a crown on these roads. Larry agreed, but said before
Wintertime we need to be sure water does not sit on the roads.



Water Wells: Larry asked Jim if Ironwood was still working without any
problems? Jim said it was working fine. He said we will need to put up another
solar panel before Winter, because the one we have now isn’t keeping the battery
charged when the days are cloudy.

Larry said these

Mitch Gerlinger reported measuring the water level on the Wayside well. He said
when he did the pump test back in May of 2012 the initial water level was at 191
[feet], it was drawn down to 267 [feet] and it rebounded to 231 [feet]. He said a
month later it was measured at 238 [feet]. He said when he measured it about a
month ago, it was at 197 ½ [feet] which is six feet off of the initial depth two years
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ago. He said he would not be concerned about using it right now; that it is “good
to go.” He said to draw it down from 191 to 267, they pumped it for 20 hours. He
said Brian Peck is looking into low water level sensors to shut off the pumps. He
said it may cost somewhere between $1,000 to $1,500 per well. Jim mentioned a
pressure shut off might be cheaper. Mitch said he would put Jim in contact with
Brian Peck.


General: Larry said he received a maintenance request for Yellow Tail. Jim said
he has the same request and the entire system (Crazy Horse - Yellow Tail Chantry Flats) needs to be done. Larry said the flash floods have washed away
the fines and the rocks are exposed. Jim said we have a lot of roads to be
graded. He said the problem they have right now, is Dan can’t keep up and the
roads are not getting wet enough, so they are not lasting very long. He said they
may have to put the roller back on the grader. He said it will be like this until
Winter when hopefully we’ll get enough moisture.
Mitch said after the storms, he received a call from George Newell about the
intersection of Amy and Sharrock. Jim Hicks said they have fixed that area.
Mitch also reported that he had taken a look at Broken Spur a few days after Mr.
Newell called him (he said he doesn’t know how Mr. Newell got his phone
number). He said Mr. Newell’s complaints were standing water on the road and
the crown. Mitch said there was water in the “v” ditches, where it’s supposed to
be. Larry said he wanted everyone to understand that Broken Spur is in the
middle of the Valley and there is not a coarse piece of gravel out there, let alone
cobbles; there is no rock on Broken Spur. Jim Hicks said Mr. Newell was
unhappy because he had asked him to put material from the Ironwood pit over
the Durablend portion of the road and that hasn’t been done. Jim said Mr. Newell
expects his requests to be handled immediately, and we just don’t have the time.
Peter touched on the Whisky Springs overlay and said it has gotten a lot better,
but it’s still rough. He suggested micro-surfacing that section. Larry said a microsurfacing is self-leveling and will take out some of the surface depressions and
give it a better riding quality. He said it would cost approximately $16,000. Mitch
said we should wait till next Summer, and it’s okay if you drive 35 miles per hour
or lower.

b. Operations Manager's Report: Jim Hicks reported not having any problems except
for the sweeper [broom]. Mitch Gerlinger asked if we still needed to look for a plow
truck? Larry said yes. Mitch wanted to know what our budget is for that? Peter said
$15,000. Larry informed the audience that the plow truck Mitch is referring to, is
needed to plow upper elevation areas like upper Axe Handle and Curnow Canyon,
where it is too steep and dangerous to plow snow with the grader.
6.

Judicial/Government Affairs: None

7.

Old Business – Updates:
a. Ironwood Road and Pyramid Highway Intersection Improvements: Larry
Johnson stated we have representatives from Washoe County Regional
Transportation Commission (RTC) and Summit Engineering here tonight to give us
an update [on the deceleration lane project]. He said we did receive a certified letter
from NDOT [Nevada Department of Transportation] stating that our permit is on hold
awaiting revisions. Michele Dennis, with RTC, said she was here with Rich
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[Pettinari] from Summit Engineering (SE) and Justin [Tenpenny] with Sierra Nevada
Construction (SNC). She said the first update is they have awarded a contract for
the work to SNC. She then said the schedule is tentatively set for the middle of
September. She said SNC has ten working days to complete the work. She said
they will send an email in advance of the start date.
Larry asked what is planned for traffic control? Justin Tenpenny said the only time
they will have to shut down the intersection will be when they do the paving. He said
they will use flaggers if they need more room to get the “dig out” and prep work done.
He said it will take about a day to dig it out, a day of prepping, then they will pave it,
chip seal it, fog it, and “scribe” it. Ms. Dennis mentioned some of those operations
will require a day of separation.
Larry then brought up the “no man’s land” section on Ironwood Road between
Pyramid and the cattle guard. He said there is some confusion about whether or not
that area would be surfaced as part of the deceleration lane project. Ms. Dennis said
the question came to her fourth-hand and the question she was asked was if they
would be paving the dirt area near Ironwood? She said no, we are not paving any
dirt area, we are paving a northbound turn lane to Ironwood, so it was misconstrued
and reported incorrectly on the Channel 4 News “Ask Joe” segment. She said their
plan does tie into the end of the cattle guard. She mentioned that NDOT is correct
and that portion is outside of their right-of-way and is BLM land [horse corrals], but
the GID has an easement across it.
Ms. Dennis explained in regards to the permit, they met last week with NDOT, and
they had a few minor corrections to be made on the alignment. She said they are
working on that and expect to have it back to NDOT either tomorrow or Monday.
Peter Schmalzer asked if Ms. Dennis had received a copy of the letter from NDOT
(see attached)? Mr. Pettinari said they received a copy. Ms. Dennis said she would
get a copy from Summit.
Larry referred to a requirement in the letter. Mr. Pettinari said NDOT is requiring the
full-width section to be 545 feet, and where they are considering it to be full-width,
they will paint a median for that lane to separate its start of the right turn onto
Ironwood. He said it only required a little more of an extension.
Larry asked for coordination so that we can get the word out. He said Cathy Glatthar
will need to have a notice posted on the website regarding the work to be done and a
detour onto Little Ironwood over to Whiskey Springs. Ms. Dennis said on or about
September 10th she would send a notice to the GID’s email account about the start
date. She said there will be message boards placed on Pyramid and one on
Ironwood just before the Little Ironwood detour. Cathy Glatthar asked if they would
be notifying the BLM horse corral folks? Mr. Tenpenny said they would stop by and
let them know.
Larry thanked Ms. Dennis for getting this project done; that it’s been an incredibly
unsafe condition. Ms. Dennis said speaking not as a representative of the RTC, this
is happening because this Board contacted [Commissioner] Bonnie Weber and
made her aware of the need for this. Larry said he believed past Boards had
pursued this for a couple of decades. He said he had to thank Cathy [Glatthar] for
making that initial contact with Bonnie Weber. Ms. Dennis said when they first spoke
with NDOT they said they had no interest in this project, and she told them that
whether they did or not, Bonnie Weber has an interest in seeing this be done.
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Ms. Dennis (a resident of Palomino Valley) concluded by saying she is pleased to
have SNC doing this project. She said her husband (retired civil engineer for the City
of Reno) has been impressed with the work SNC has done with the chip seal project
on Pyramid.
Later in the meeting, Larry mentioned that it has taken decades to get this
deceleration lane put in. He said everyone is to be congratulated on this one. He
told Cathy “great job.”
b. Ironwood Water Truck Fill Station SUP: Cathy Glatthar reported that we were
granted the two-year extension for the landscaping.
8.

New Business:
a. Potential Policy on Vegetation Growing Along Roadways: Larry Johnson said
he cleared the willows along a section of Quaking Aspen to allow widening of the
road. Larry restated what is done in the cities; if your trees overhang the right-of-way
they send you a notice and you are responsible to remove the vegetation. He asked
the Board if they wanted to operate that way? Peter Schmalzer said no. Larry said
we don’t have very much of this and said we haven’t had an issue in 20 years.
Cathy Glatthar said there was an incident, and the resident was told the GID does
not do trees, so the resident along with another resident trimmed the trees that were
hanging in the roadway and obstructing the line of site. Larry asked if any audience
members wanted to give input on the matter? Ms. Brown spoke up and said the
problem they had was with the big trees that were cut down. Larry said he only cut
limbs, not entire trees. Ms. Brown said maybe they were knocked down when they
were widening the road. Peter reviewed a few photos Ms. Brown had, and said the
trees were not even close to the road, and did not see how they could have been
knocked down by the equipment. There was more discussion, and Larry appointed
Dennis Magers to draft a policy with input from interested citizens, and have
something ready for the next meeting.

9.

Calendar Review: Cathy Glatthar said there are no upcoming items.

10. Correspondence:


The August 14, 2014 letter from NDOT mentioned earlier under item 7. a.

11. Public Comment:
Larry asked if there were any public comments? Hearing no requests, he moved to the
next agenda item.
12. Board Member and Staff Items:


Cathy Glatthar reported the De La Luz Horse Races off of Grass Valley recently
had a one-year review of their SUP before the Board of County Commissioners
(BCC). She said the BCC imposed a new condition, and for us, the applicant has
to send us a copy of their contract for watering of the roads, at least three days in
advance of an event.

13. Adjournment: Peter Schmalzer made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mitch Gerlinger
seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition, the meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.
Larry Johnson thanked the audience members for attending.
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PVGID OPERATIONS REPORT
Reporting Period: 07-14-2014 to 08-14-2014
ATTACHMENT: 08/21/14 Meeting Agenda Item 5. b.
ROADS GRADED:
Bacon Rind (S)
Bacon Rind (N)
Range Land
Grey Van
Grass Valley (W)
"Little" Ironwood
Right Hand Canyon
Wrangler
Bacon Rind (S)
Bacon Rind (N)
Ironwood
Amy (Ironwood-Wilcox)
Wilcox (Amy-Quaking Aspen)

OTHER ROAD WORK:
Pasture View (storm damage)
Chieftan (storm damage)
Whiskey Springs (storm damage)
Quaking Aspen (storm damage)
Twin Springs (storm damage)
Piute Creek (storm damage)

OTHER:
None

EQUIPMENT:
Repair headlights & taillights (Chevy P/U)
Install ignition switch (Roller)

Wilcox (Quaking Aspen-Mid) (storm damage)
Curnow Canyon (storm damage)
Amy at Whiskey Springs (storm damage)
Skim Wilcox
Skim Ironwood

REGULAR MEETING
PALOMINO VALLEY GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
PO BOX 615, SPARKS, NV 89432-0615
Thursday, September 18, 2014
MINUTES
Larry Johnson called the regular meeting of the Palomino Valley General Improvement
District (PVGID or GID) to order at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, September 18, 2014 at 21555
Pyramid Highway, Reno, Nevada.
1.

Roll Call: Present were Dennis Goodsell, Mitch Gerlinger, Peter Schmalzer, and Larry
Johnson. Dennis Magers was absent. Also present were Jim Hicks, Operations
Manager; Maureen Sidley, Assistant to the Secretary (arrived at 5:55 p.m.); Cathy
Glatthar, Assistant to the Board; and Louie Test, Legal Counsel (arrived at 6:00 p.m.).

2.

Public Comment:
George Newell, said he was here two months ago and voiced a concern about rocks on
Broken Spur Road He asked each Trustee to comment on whether or not they went by
Broken Spur to check on what he complained about.
Larry Johnson said he drove Broken Spur. Peter Schmalzer and Mitch Gerlinger replied
in the affirmative, and Dennis Goodsell responded in the negative.
Mr. Newell thanked Peter [Schmalzer] for returning his call and looking at the road with
him. He asked Peter to tell everyone what he found?
Peter Schmalzer said what he saw on Broken Spur was a road that is very typical of
Palomino Valley; it does have some larger size aggregate on it, but nothing out of the
ordinary. He said once you get towards Whiskey Springs there are drainage issues. He
reiterated that it is not atypical of the Valley as a whole. He said the driveway culverts
are not functioning properly.
Larry Johnson said he did not see any evidence of the large rocks Mr. Newell brought in
[two months ago] (Peter and Mitch agreed); that he did see some coarse gravel on the
road. He said there is drainage ditch work and crowning that needs to be done. He
said over the next few months, there will be an emphasis on crowning roads and
cleaning “v” ditches.
Mr. Newell asked Larry if he had seen the pile of rocks at the intersection of Broken
Spur and Sharrock? Peter said he had looked at the pile and there were no rocks that
were excessively large.
Mitch Gerlinger said the rocks are typical of what’s found in the Valley. He said the
drainage issues are compounded greatly by being in the flattest area of that section of
the Valley; there’s no place for the water to go. He said we’ve put a lot of attention into
that road and that has distracted us from other projects. He said three out of the four
[Trustees present] have taken the time to look at the road. He said we will continue to
put effort into it and thanked Mr. Newell for his attention on the matter, but he said we
will not be held hostage to one road in the Valley.
Mr. Newell said what he saw is there is not one culvert that is functional on that road.
He said after the last storm, because one culvert in particular was not functioning
properly, the water ran across the road.
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Peter stated that Mr. Newell was talking about driveway culverts, and they are not the
GID’s responsibility.
Mr. Newell adamantly disagreed and said anything in that right-of-way is your
responsibility. He said especially when the grader operator runs over them with the tires
and smashes the culvert. He asked Peter what was the condition of the culvert in front
of his house?
Peter replied that the culvert in front of Mr. Newell’s house is smashed in; there is no
indication of who was responsible for the damage. Also, Peter agreed with Mr. Newell
that one end is covered up; which again is not atypical of culverts in the Valley.
Mr. Newell then complained about the recent work done on Sharrock. He said the
Foreman “screwed up the road and made a gravel road out of it.” He stated while
grading the road, the operator destroyed his culvert. He then stated if those culverts (on
Broken Spur) are not completely operational in five days from today, he would sue the
GID.
Peter asked Mr. Newell if he witnessed GID equipment damage that particular driveway
culvert?
Mr. Newell said he had seen it with his own eyes; that he saw this man [Jim Hicks]
destroy his culvert the day he graded Sharrock Road.
Peter asked Mr. Newell to explain what he saw.
Mr. Newell said he ran over it.
Peter asked Mr. Newell if he would testify under oath?
Mr. Newell said yes and his wife would also testify.
Mr. Newell said he had one final comment and asked what the AT&T repair bill in the
amount of $2,970.44 [from July] was for?
Larry explained a cable on Right Hand Canyon was allegedly damaged by our grading
operations. He said if that cable was damaged by our operations, it was because the
cable was not buried deep enough. Larry said AT&T/Nevada Bell’s standard detail
shows a 42-inch depth of bury.
3.

Approval of Minutes – August 21, 2014: Mitch Gerlinger made a motion to approve
the minutes as written, and Peter Schmalzer seconded the motion. Hearing no
opposition, the motion passed.

4.

Financial Reports and Payment of Bills:
a. Financial Reports: Maureen Sidley reported receiving the first ad valorem payment
of a little more than $83,000. She said it looks like the audit will cost only $9,800 this
year. She said there is only one item the auditor is waiting on and that is an
explanation of “Trade Pay.” Maureen explained that five payments from Washoe
County were marked “Trade Pay,” and they do believe it’s ad valorem, but no one at
the County has been able to explain it. She said once that issue is resolved, the
audit will be complete.
Cathy Glatthar handed out the Estimated Operating Funds Report. Larry said he
was just going to skip over that report since they are not planning any capital
improvements at this time. Peter wanted to discuss the truck and snow plow reserve
funds. He wanted to know if Jim Hicks wanted others to help in the search? Mitch
mentioned that his father is looking on our behalf, but if he finds one, he’ll need to act
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very quickly or lose it. Larry said $15,000 has already been approved by the Board,
and if a truck and plow become available, Mitch should call Larry for final approval
and they will get a check written.
b. Payment of Bills: Peter Schmalzer asked about the AT&T bill Mr. Newell asked
about under public comment. Cathy Glatthar updated the Board on the situation.
She said the claim was filed and all the supporting documentation was submitted.
She said she checked with our insurance agent and learned that AT&T’s agent is
working on obtaining the witness’ statement. She said the witness is Mrs. Eubanks
and it was her property where the cable was cut.
Peter asked about the two bills from SNC [Sierra Nevada Construction], one for the
base bid amount of $68,756 and one for $4,760. Maureen said they were actually
on the same invoice, but since the Board had already approved the one for $68,756,
she wrote two separate checks. Peter asked Larry if he had discussed the $4,760
amount with SNC? Larry said he has not seen a breakdown for that bill. Peter
asked that we get a bill showing the base bid and then the tons of additional
aggregate times the per ton cost that was in the bid we accepted. Larry suggested
mailing the base bid check, and said he would get a statement with a breakdown for
the $4,760 amount and would get back to Maureen and let her know to release the
second check or not.
Peter Schmalzer made a motion to pay the bills with the $4,760 payment to SNC to
be retained by Maureen until detail for that invoice is provided. Dennis Goodsell
seconded the motion, and hearing no opposition, the motion passed.
5.

Road Maintenance Reports:
a. Road Committee:


Ironwood Road Otta Seal Project: Peter Schmalzer reported there is some
cracking occurring and he said he doesn’t understand why. He speculated that
some areas may not have gotten enough oil. He said we’ll need to keep an eye
on it.
Cathy Glatthar said she has heard nothing back from Mr. Poundstone regarding
his claim of damage to his vehicle from the fresh oil. Louie Test commented that
Mr. Poundstone told Cathy that he obtained the estimates to have his Suburban
detailed over the Internet; that he had not actually taken his vehicle to a shop.
Louie said he spoke with Sam at Sam’s Sparkle Shop, and Sam said there is no
way he would give an estimate over the Internet.
Cathy explained that since our sweeper is not working, she sent an email to
Justin Tenpenny with SNC and he said they would sweep the shoulders when
they are out here doing the deceleration lane project.



General:
Peter Schmalzer asked to discuss Mr. Newell’s driveway culvert. Larry Johnson
asked if our driveway policy covers maintenance of [private driveway] culverts?
He said he believes the homeowner is responsible. Peter said if we are
responsible for the damage [to the culvert], than that’s something different. Larry
agreed. Peter proposed using a bottle jack to fix the smashed culvert. Jim Hicks
said a bottle jack won’t work. Larry said he’s had success using a handyman
jack. Larry said it would be a minor amount of effort to use the jack and get these
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culverts back into shape. Peter said he doubts the damage was caused by the
GID. Larry said the tendency with a driveway culvert is to install a 20-foot section
of CMP [corrugated metal pipe] and they run over the ends. Larry said he would
like the matter researched and a letter from Legal Counsel sent to Mr. Newell
stating the policy. Larry said our driveway policy has been submitted to Washoe
County Building Department, and they require us to sign off on new driveway
installations. He said a note we should include is the culvert is to be maintained
by the property owner.
Peter said he’s been discussing with Jim the need to add material to that section
of Wilcox Ranch Road after the next rainfall. He said the best way is to use the
belly dump, but when the road is wet, using the belly dump is an issue. Jim said
there is another issue and that is getting the belly dump into the [Ironwood] pit,
because there is a “deck” in that pit and getting it up on the deck could be
dangerous. Jim said the other issue is when the belly dump is empty, it will be
hard to turn around, because it has no traction and will have a tendency to get
stuck in the wet soil. Peter suggested putting down the material before the road
gets wet. Discussion continued and concluded with Larry suggesting they
discuss this matter at the next Board meeting along with other Winter projects.
Peter agreed and said we still have a month or two of Summer grading to do.
Larry said we’ll need to concentrate on ditching and crowning the roads. Jim
Hicks said the ditching is being done. He said he will put a crown on the roads,
but they won’t last a week. He explained the crown will be soft, and with the
“wheel” traffic on it, it’s going to go away. He said it’s in the center of the road
and you have twice the “wheel” traffic on the center of the road that you do on the
edges of the road, and it’s going to be gone in a week. He said he’s not opposed
to doing it, but he doesn’t know how to make it stay there. Larry said somehow
we need to come up with a technique to get these roads to drain; a uniform cross
slope or a crown. Mitch Gerlinger said he’d like to try the uniform cross slope.
Larry said all of these [options] have issues.
Larry said he received road maintenance requests and thank you emails for
roads that were graded. He reviewed the maintenance requests with Jim: Mid
Road, Right Hand Canyon, Upper Quaking Aspen, Boot Strap and Broken Spur,
and Wilcox Ranch Road from Quaking Aspen to Mid Road have not been graded
yet; Grass Valley Road (West) and Curnow Canyon have been graded. Larry
said thank you emails came in for grading on Two-Forty Road, Wild Horse, and
Silver Horse. Cathy Glatthar said we received a phone call thanking us for
grading Grass Valley West. Larry added he received a phone call thanking us for
grading Crazy Horse and Yellow Tail. Mitch mentioned the thank you email for
getting the Space Test sign reinstalled.
b. Operations Manager's Report: Jim Hicks reported the International water truck has
an eight inch crack in the tank in the back, right at the seam. He said one of the tank
baffles is loose, but that’s common. He said two of the tires need to be replaced. He
reiterated that the sweeper is not working.
Jim said when they did the shoulders on Sharrock, they were extra careful at Mr.
Newell’s driveway culvert. He said he doesn’t know when Mr. Newell’s culvert was
crushed, but he doesn’t believe they did it.
Mitch asked Jim if he’s using the Wayside well? Jim said no, because there is so
much debris in the [water tower] tank that it plugged up the pump every time they
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used it. He said they even drained the tank, and the biggest problem is there are
birds’ nests in it. He said they will clean it out when they get a chance.
6.

Judicial/Government Affairs: With Legal Counsel now present, Larry Johnson
reviewed what Mr. Newell brought up under public comment. Larry explained that Mr.
Newell said if the GID does not unplug the driveway culverts along Broken Spur within
five days he will sue. Larry asked Louie Test if he would write a position letter for the
Board? Louie said he would.
Peter Schmalzer said there was a secondary issue regarding the damage to Mr.
Newell’s driveway culvert. Peter explained that Mr. Newell claims the GID is
responsible for damaging his culvert. Larry added that Mr. Newell said he and his wife
personally observed GID equipment smashing one end of his culvert.
Louie said this is a “he said, she said” situation. Louie asked if the GID’s policy
specifically mentioned the homeowners’ responsibility? Larry said we have to research
that policy. There was mention that the culverts were improperly installed and that this
is Mr. Newell’s subdivision on Broken Spur.
After some discussion and clarification of the matter, Louie said we’ll write a letter that
states private driveway culvert maintenance is the responsibility of the property owner.
Louie asked Larry to contact the County Engineer and confirm that they do not maintain
private culverts.
Larry asked about abandoned vehicles. Cathy Glatthar said we have a policy that
essentially states a 72-hour notice is posted on the vehicle and if there is no response,
the GID can have the vehicle towed. Larry said there is a pickup truck across from the
Ironwood pit that has been there for about three weeks. He said Mr. Poundstone stated
it is an abandoned vehicle. Before we put a notice on the vehicle, Larry asked Jim
Hicks to go to the residence and verify that it is not their vehicle. Jim said he will check
to see if the vehicle is unlocked and look for the registration.
Peter asked Louie when the legislative process starts up again? Louie replied BDRs
[bill draft requests] are already in, but nothing will probably be released until January.
Peter said it’s a reminder to watch for any mileage-based tax to be sure the PVGID is
included in revenue distribution.

7.

Old Business – Updates:
a. Ironwood Road and Pyramid Highway Intersection Improvements: Larry
Johnson asked Cathy Glatthar to draft a thank you note to Commissioner Bonnie
Weber and to also post something on the website. Larry asked when her term ends?
Cathy said the end of this year (technically the first Monday in January).

8.

New Business: None

9.

Calendar Review: Cathy Glatthar said there are no upcoming items.

10. Correspondence: None
11. Public Comment:
Larry asked if there were any public comments? Hearing no requests, he moved to the
next agenda item.
12. Board Member and Staff Items: None
13. Adjournment: Dennis Goodsell made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mitch Gerlinger
seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition, the meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.
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PVGID OPERATIONS REPORT
Reporting Period: 09-15-2014 to 10-09-2014
ATTACHMENT: 10/16/14 Meeting Agenda Item 5. b.
ROADS GRADED:
Little Ironwood
Curnow Canyon
Grass Valley (W)
Pasture View (S)
Right Hand Canyon
Wilcox (Quaking Aspen-Mid)
Mid
Quaking Aspen (O'Hara-Microwave)
Ironwood
Wilcox (Amy-Quaking Aspen)
Amy (Ironwood-Wilcox Ranch)
Bacon Rind (S)
Bacon Rind (N)

OTHER ROAD WORK:
Patch Asphalt (Axe Handle)

OTHER:
None

EQUIPMENT:
Repair water tank (Inter. W/T)
New tires drive axle (Inter. W/T)
Rebuild grader blade (770 Grader)

REGULAR MEETING
PALOMINO VALLEY GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
PO BOX 615, SPARKS, NV 89432-0615
Thursday, October 16, 2014
MINUTES
Larry Johnson called the regular meeting of the Palomino Valley General Improvement
District (PVGID or GID) to order at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, October 16, 2014 at 21555 Pyramid
Highway, Reno, Nevada.
1.

Roll Call: Present were Dennis Goodsell, Mitch Gerlinger, Dennis Magers, Peter
Schmalzer, and Larry Johnson. Also present were Jim Hicks, Operations Manager;
Maureen Sidley, Assistant to the Secretary; Cathy Glatthar, Assistant to the Board; and
Louie Test, Legal Counsel.

2.

Public Comment:
Larry Johnson asked if there were any public comments? Hearing no requests, he
moved to the next agenda item.

3.

Approval of Minutes – September 18, 2014: Peter Schmalzer made a motion to
approve the minutes as written, and Mitch Gerlinger seconded the motion. Hearing no
opposition, the motion passed.

4.

Financial Reports and Payment of Bills:
a. Financial Reports: Maureen Sidley said she completed the quarterly report (as of
9/30/14), and our cash is the same as last year, but our fund balance has gone up by
$30,000.
Larry Johnson stated the cash balance is just over $180,000, and asked Cathy if she
had made any projection on available dollars for capital improvements? Cathy
Glatthar replied she had, and handed out the Estimated Operating Funds Report.
Larry read from the report that the Net Operating Funds for Capital Improvements is
$195,258, which is through August 31st [2015], and this is essentially for next
summer’s capital improvements. Cathy referred to page two and pointed out the
CTX [Consolidated Tax] is $3,000 above the estimate [year-to-date (September and
October)].
b. Payment of Bills: Cathy Glatthar updated the Board on the AT&T cut cable claim.
She reported our insurance adjuster denied the claim, and sent a letter of denial on
September 29th to AT&T’s agent. She further stated the claim was denied based on
the fact that AT&T was notified by certified mail of the proper depth of cable of at
least 30 inches, and AT&T failed to follow the standard depth, and therefore the
claim was denied. She mentioned a note in the letter stating: “Pursuant to Nevada
Revised Statutes, [AT&T] has three years from date of loss to protect the statute of
limitations on property damage claims.” Larry Johnson asked, and it was confirmed,
that the bill from Granite Construction was for patch material. Larry then asked if the
water was obtained from Donovan’s because the Ironwood well was down? Jim
Hicks said, “yes.”
Peter Schmalzer made a motion to pay the bills. Mitch Gerlinger seconded the
motion, and hearing no opposition, the motion passed.
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c. Acceptance of Audit: Maureen Sidley handed out copies of the audit. She said
Cathy [Glatthar] suggested since the Board was just receiving the audit and because
it is not due until November 30th, the Board should wait until next month to vote on
accepting the audit. She reported we did get a “clean” audit again this year. Peter
Schmalzer commented that on the last page of the audit it states: “The only item
noted in prior year related to excess expenditures over appropriations.” He said he
thought that matter was cleared up last year prior to submission of the final audit?
Cathy Glatthar said she, too, thought that item was cleared up. She said she would
look into it. Maureen asked the Board to review the audit, and if they have any
questions, to send her an email and she will get the answers before the next
meeting.
5.

Road Maintenance Reports:
a. Road Committee:


Ironwood Road Otta Seal Project: Larry Johnson stated there are areas that
need patching. Peter Schmalzer said there are two different issues: (1) there
are several extensive areas on the west side of the road where there appears to
be settlement. He said we will probably need to remove and replace the
surfacing in those areas as part of the next surfacing project that is done. He
suggested a temporary fix of emulsion and chips; and (2) there are areas along
that section where you can see down to the dirt (subgrade) below. He
recommended patching those areas, again with emulsion and chips. Jim Hicks
said we will need to get more emulsion. Peter said the first priority should be the
smaller areas, because those can be salvaged. Mitch Gerlinger asked if this type
of patching could be done on Range Land? Larry said no, because Range Land
has a different type of subgrade, and those areas will have to removed and
replaced.
Larry said there is a least one pothole in the Cape Seal on Ironwood and at least
one on Whiskey Springs. He asked Jim to take care of those at the same time.
Peter mentioned there are a few potholes on Range Land that need to be
patched. He then mentioned that Range Land doesn’t seem to be getting any
worse. Mitch Gerlinger asked how Axe Handle was holding up? Jim said they
patched the asphalt on Axe Handle not too long ago, and it’s fine.
Cathy Glatthar mentioned there’s a considerable hump on the east side of
Ironwood near the red-roofed house. Peter said he would take a close look at it
to see if anything can be done to reduce it.
Larry mentioned the Board will have to decide early next year whether to
continue with the Otta Seal or go back to the Cape Seal.



Private Driveway Culvert Maintenance: Larry then read into the record his
“Field Memorandum” dated September 23rd (see attachment) regarding the
driveway culverts along Broken Spur and Mr. George Newell’s driveway culvert
on Sharrock Road. Larry’s memorandum noted the following:
o In most cases, private driveway culverts were of insufficient length.
o Mr. Newell’s driveway culvert on Sharrock Road was extended sufficiently.
o The ends of almost all private culverts were squashed, and evidence
showed it was due to vehicles entering and leaving the private parcels.
o There was no evidence of damage by PVGID equipment.
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He concluded the damage to private culverts was due to improper design and
construction by the developer. He said in the spirit of avoiding conflict, they
repaired squashed culverts where feasible.
Larry then read into the record his letter to Mr. Newell regarding maintenance of
private driveway culverts (see attachment). Larry’s letter stated research of the
PVGID’s policies determined responsibility for maintenance of private driveway
culverts lies with the private landowner. The letter refuted Mr. Newell’s
allegations that the damage to the ends of his driveway culvert was done by
PVGID equipment. The letter stated Mr. Newell’s culvert would be repaired and
any soil blocking the ends would be removed, and this would be done one time
only. The letter stated that dated photographs would be taken after the repairs
were made and each time before Sharrock Road is graded in the future to
document that PVGID crews have not caused damage.
Mitch Gerlinger asked Larry if he’s heard back
had not. Louie Test said he received two calls
he was going to sue, and the next call telling
Louie said he would check to see if there has
mailed on the 23rd [of September].

from Mr. Newell? Larry said he
from Mr. Newell, one call saying
him the culvert had been fixed.
been a call since the letter was



Adding Material to Section(s) of Wilcox Ranch Road: Peter Schmalzer said
the idea is to add material to the section of Wilcox Ranch Road between Quaking
Aspen and the bridge. He explained there are some logistical issues with this.
Jim Hicks interjected and said he would like to bring in the material and lay it in
the ditch; then when we get a storm, he can use the grader and bring the material
onto the road. He also suggested doing it in half-inch lifts, otherwise, the ditch
would be filled with the material and storm water would have no place to go. He
mentioned the other benefit of the half-inch lifts, is that it will mix in better than a
single, two-inch lift. Jim mentioned the success they had on Chantry Flats, where
they put down a half inch of material and that lasted for about three years, and it
solved the problem. He mentioned they will have to produce the material, and
that will take some time. Larry Johnson said he would like to see this done
sometime before winter is over, so we can see if it works to reduce the slime.



Abandoned Vehicle(s): Larry Johnson said he believed the abandoned vehicle
problem went away; it turns out to have been high school kids from somewhere in
the Valley driving their vehicle there to catch the school bus and leaving it there
until the bus dropped them off in the afternoon. Cathy Glatthar reviewed the
abandoned vehicle policy which was [adopted] on March 8, 2007. She said it is
Resolution F07-R1, which states, “A 72-hour tow notice (she held up a sample
notice) is to be posted on the vehicle. If after the allotted time has passed, the
vehicle remains abandoned without the vehicle’s owner contacting the GID with a
satisfactory timeframe for removal, the GID’s Operations Manager or a Trustee
shall contact a local tow company and have the vehicle towed.” Louie Test
suggested verifying that the noticing requirements are still as stated in the
resolution. Cathy said she would check to see if there have been any changes to
the NRS [Nevada Revised Statute].



General:
o

Larry Johnson said it’s time to place aggregate base material at the gang
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mailboxes on Amy, Crazy Horse, and Quaking Aspen. He said he believed
the Board has already authorized this [March 20, 2014 the Board voted to
“spend no more than $5,000 on this project.”]. Larry said this will be done
within the next 30 days.
o

Larry said the next thing that needs to be done before winter sets in, is to reestablish crowns. He mentioned that since everyone drives down the
middle of the road, if we do this during dry weather, the crown is beat down
and it goes away quickly. He said when we get some moisture, this will
need to be a priority.

o

Larry then asked Jim Hicks about the status of the culvert inventory? Jim
said he is about halfway through. Larry asked of the half that has been
inventoried, what percentage require maintenance? Jim replied about 10 to
15 percent. Mitch Gerlinger asked about how many culverts need to be
serviced? Larry interjected and asked how many culverts have been
inventoried? Jim replied 25 to 30; they have done the main roads, leaving
the upper roads to be done and they don’t have very many culverts. Larry
said this is good winter work. Mitch agreed there are windows of
opportunity. Larry said he does not want to see the neglect that has
happened in the past to happen again.

o

Larry said he had a discussion with Jim following the last rainstorm. He said
he expressed disappointment that roads were not graded the first day
possible; that Monday. He said he’s particularly talking about the Ironwood,
Amy, and Wilcox Ranch Road system. He said it was potholed pretty bad
during that storm, and in his opinion, we missed the window of opportunity
when there was good soil moisture. He said that roadway system was
graded the following week. He said Jim’s response to why that was not
done was that there was equipment maintenance that needed to be
performed. He said he replied that we have two motorgraders and both
were not down; that the cutting blade was being changed on one. Larry
asked for Board discussion and direction.
Peter Schmalzer said there are two issues here; one is taking advantage of
soil moisture to grade, the other one is delaying grading if there are
equipment issues with one of the graders.
He said we have two
motorgraders and he feels some reluctance from Jim to use the second
motorgrader. He said it would have been a good thing to have postponed
the maintenance on the one grader and used the second one and got those
potholes cut down. He said we need to try running two graders at the same
time when the soil moisture is adequate.
Dennis Magers said he put out an email requesting the roads be graded
after the two- or three-day storm. He said it should be our policy that after a
storm like that, that Ironwood, Amy, and Wilcox get done and everything
else is secondary. He said Tuesday probably would have been the best day
for the soil moisture, and he didn’t think it would have taken more than a day
to do that grading.
Mitch Gerlinger said he doesn’t have much technical expertise on this, but
said his question would be if we were to run two grader crews where would
we get the second grader operator?
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Louie Test spoke up and said this item is not on the agenda. Larry said it is
clearly road maintenance. Louie said to proceed with caution.
Dennis Goodsell said he didn’t know what the water content was or when it
dried out and whether or not Dan could have [replaced the grader] blades by
himself and Jim gone out with the grader. He said it was not his expertise
either. He said it was potholed and something should have done about it.
Peter said that system potholes much worse than any of our other roads.
Larry added, simply because of the level of traffic. Peter said it’s also
because of the soil conditions. He said Quaking Aspen came through that
quite well and really didn’t need any maintenance after that storm. Dennis
Magers commented that Wilcox hill was fine, but from Quaking Aspen on, all
the way north, was horrible. Cathy Glatthar mentioned that [system] has a
heavy application of Durablend and mag-chloride. Jim Hicks agreed. Larry
said for those who are inexperienced, he has done this for a living for 45
years, so he said he speaks with a certain level of expertise. He said he
discussed this with the two retired blade hands, and they agreed that the
roads should be graded after storms. Larry said he thought they have been
deficient for a long time in not doing this. He said while there was adequate
soil moisture on Monday [Jim] could have done two-thirds of it, and by
Monday afternoon he could have done all of it. He said you skim the
portions that have proper soil moisture content, and if you come to a wet
spot, you raise the blade and skip it and come back four or six hours or the
next morning and grade it then.
Larry then talked about the need to have two blades on the roads after a
storm. He said while some roads are too wet to grade, other roads should
be graded such as Bacon Rind and Curnow Canyon, which are so coarse
granular that they soak up the water and do not rut. He said if the Board
wants collaboration, he can bring those retired blade operators to the next
meeting, and they will reinforce that opinion. Dennis Magers said he met
Marty [Breitmeyer] at the mailboxes, he works for Q & D, he runs their
aggregate yard, and he said the same thing: the roads should have been
graded Monday or Tuesday. Larry said at the present time Dan is reluctant
to run the motorgrader, and out of curiosity when he looked at employee job
descriptions, he questioned Dan’s status and asked if Dan is classified as an
equipment operator? Jim Hicks replied he is not a grader operator; that is a
separate category, and Dan would have to be reclassified as a grader
operator. Larry said alternatively we could change the job descriptions.
Louie Test interrupted the discussion and advised this matter be put on the
next agenda. Larry reiterated that we need to find a way to get two
motorgraders out there the day after major storms. After some discussion, it
was agreed that the following three items would be put on next month’s
agenda: (1) Grading After Storms; (2) Possibility of Adding a Second Grader
Operator; and (3) Personnel Requirements.
Cathy Glatthar voiced her concern about items that come up after the
agenda is published, and that is why they have “General” on the agenda.
Louie Test said if there is an emergency item that comes up, you declare it
as an emergency at the beginning of the meeting, and explain why it’s an
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emergency item, and then [the Board] votes to put it on the agenda. There
was some discussion about the specific agenda items, and the Board
agreed that the first bulleted item under “5. a. Road Committee,” should be
“Road Report” and “General” will be removed from future agendas. Louie
further clarified that if the Road Committee has specific items they want
action on, those items should be listed.
Jim Hicks said he wanted to respond to the discussion items, and no names
would be mentioned, because no names need to be mentioned. He said
many times in this meeting it has been mentioned that we do not grade clay
or treated roads prior to or directly after storms. He said we do not do that
because we tend to make “mud pies.” He said he personally believes pot
holes are much better than mud pies. He said with this particular storm the
roads were really wet, and we are much better off if we control the water.
He said if you grade a road that’s been rained on, you do not control the
water. He said everyone seems to know how to do this, but he said he’s the
only one in this room that has ever graded a road, and that’s the way we do
it and that works better than any other way. He said he disagrees strongly
with going out there on Monday or Tuesday and grade the road when it
rained on Sunday; or to grade it before [a storm]. He said either way, you
are [creating] a bad problem.
Jim continued and said it has also been mentioned many times that they
grade the sand roads after storms. He said after one storm they didn’t do it;
they fixed the grader blade, because it was ready to fall off. He then stated
as far as training a grader operator, you can’t grade roads once a month or
four or five times a year; it doesn’t work. He said you either grade or you
don’t grade, and you can ask other grader operators and they’ll tell you the
same story. He said Pete [the retired, temporary grader operator] told him
the same story; it takes him two months to learn how to grade again. He
said you don’t just go train somebody to occasionally grade roads; you’ll
have a mess.
Louie Test said these items will come up at the next meeting and it will be
noticed and give everyone an opportunity to come up with a policy.
o

Larry Johnson reviewed the recent road maintenance requests. He said
there is one for Quaking Aspen above Microwave. He said a resident has a
gate across the road. Jim Hicks said they just leave it open while they are
grading and close it when they are done. Larry asked Louie Test what the
legalities are for putting in a closed, but not locked, gate across a GIDmaintained road? Louie replied that the GID can have it removed if it is
creating a problem. Larry, Mitch, and Jim all agreed that it is not a problem.
Cathy Glatthar mentioned the only other outstanding request was for Boot
Strap and Broken Spur, and she asked Jim if those roads had been graded?
Jim said they are still on the list. Larry said he had a request for Bacon
Rind. Jim said that has been done. Larry said when we are in drought
years, our roads take a beating and our crew can only grade so many roads,
and we feel badly that roads are rough. Jim said Bacon Rind is a sand road
and it washboards terribly, but it’s always been that way, but he has people
tell him the roads were great when they first moved here and now they are
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terrible. He speculated that they have gotten tired of driving dirt roads.
Larry said after living here for 20 years, the potholes on Ironwood and
Wilcox are better than the ruts. He said we are doing the best we can.
b. Operations Manager's Report:
Jim Hicks reported all is going well; the
International water truck is still running.
Peter Schmalzer asked if there was any news on a snow plow and truck? Mitch
Gerlinger said he’s been looking, but hasn’t found anything that meets our needs.
6.

Judicial/Government Affairs: None

7.

Old Business: None

8.

New Business:
a. Policy on Vegetation Growing Along Roadways: Cathy Glatthar handed out
copies of the draft policy written by Dennis Magers. Larry Johnson read the draft
policy into the record (see attachment). There was quite a bit of discussion
regarding the wording of the policy, the numerous scenarios, and the issues related
to the GID being granted an easement versus other jurisdictions owning a right-ofway. Louie Test mentioned the law states the easement holder is responsible for
maintaining that easement, which means the GID can remove vegetation if
necessary, even though it’s on private property. He cautioned the Board that if they
are going to assume the responsibility by having a policy, then they will have
exposure to risk.
Larry talked about a request regarding the willows above the Johnson residence on
upper Quaking Aspen that were causing a restriction of sight distance and visibility.
He said he felt a sense of responsibility, partly because it was on his property and he
thought he might have liability if there was an accident, so he cut down some 300 to
400 lineal feet of willows. He said he will burn that vegetation once burn season is
opened.
The discussion turned back to the matter of any “slash” (cut vegetation) left behind
by the GID. Louie explained if it’s natural growth that the GID cut down, the GID is
responsible for its removal. However, if it’s something the property owner puts in the
easement, then the property owner is responsible, because the property owner can’t
do anything to encroach upon the GID’s easement that prevents the GID from using
it. Jim Hicks voiced concern about creating a fire danger by leaving slash.
Larry explained that during the project to widen Curnow Canyon, we apparently
knocked over a couple of pretty good-sized trees. He said initially he did not
recognize that because he was cutting off tree limbs with his chainsaw, but
apparently with the loader or motorgrader, we did knock over a few trees, and in his
opinion, we should be responsible for removing those trees. Larry reiterated that he
is willing to organize a work group and chop up the trees and have someone take
whatever is usable for firewood and we’ll haul off whatever can’t be chipped.
Peter Schmalzer said that solves the problem for now, but if we make this overly
onerous on us, we will not be able to perform our primary function of maintaining
roads. Mitch Gerlinger said we don’t need a policy. He thanked Dennis Magers for
his time in writing up the draft policy.
Nancy Brown, in the audience, said she appreciates the effort put into the policy, but
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did not feel a policy was necessary. She said the biggest issue was when the GID
does road work that they should clean up afterwards. She said the brush has been
cleaned up. She also commented that she would like to have a formal volunteer
system, and if they had known ahead of time, they would have been there right by
[Larry’s] side.
Larry said the homeowners were noticed through the group who contacted the GID
initially; they had the schedule. Louie said if we are going to be doing maintenance
and creating a fire hazard or something else that’s negative, that we will clean it up.
Louie agreed that such situations should be handled on a case-by-case basis.
9.

Calendar Review: Cathy Glatthar reviewed the upcoming items:


She asked Maureen Sidley about the Management Representation Letter for the
Auditor? Maureen said that is already done.



The acceptance of the audit will be on next month’s agenda.



The Quarterly Economic Survey is due by November 14th. Maureen said that is
already done.



The water rights filing for Proof of Beneficial Use or an extension of time is due by
November 26th. Maureen said she would call [Tri State Surveying].



The Debt Management Committee will send out nomination forms for that
committee. Cathy mentioned in the past the GID has not participated on that
committee. The Board agreed that they did not want to participate and instructed
Maureen to note that on the paperwork.

10. Correspondence: None
11. Public Comment:
Nancy Brown, 3500 Outback Lane, thanked the Board for putting in the Space Test
road sign. She asked the status of the project to put base material down at the
intersection of Curnow Canyon and Sky Ranch?
Larry Johnson said he had a change of opinion as to the efficacy of doing that. He
explained they put [aggregate] base on a quarter-mile section of Bacon Rind north and
that has washboard as bad as it ever did before. He said he agreed that they need to
do some analyzing of that situation for those sandy, DG roads that washboard
immediately. He said we spend an inordinate amount of maintenance on those roads
per number of residents. He said the number of residents is one priority, and need is
the other priority. He said they hope to come up with something to try on a test section
that will solve that issue.
Larry asked if there were any further public comments? Hearing no requests, he moved
to the next agenda item.
12. Board Member and Staff Items: None
13. Adjournment: Dennis Goodsell made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mitch Gerlinger
seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition, the meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
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REGULAR MEETING
PALOMINO VALLEY GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
PO BOX 615, SPARKS, NV 89432-0615
Thursday, November 20, 2014
MINUTES
Larry Johnson called the regular meeting of the Palomino Valley General Improvement
District (PVGID or GID) to order at 5:31 p.m. Thursday, November 20, 2014 at 21555
Pyramid Highway, Reno, Nevada.
1.

Roll Call: Present were Dennis Goodsell, Dennis Magers, Peter Schmalzer, and Larry
Johnson. Mitch Gerlinger was absent. Also present were Jim Hicks, Operations
Manager; Maureen Sidley, Assistant to the Secretary; and Cathy Glatthar, Assistant to
the Board.

2.

Public Comment:
George Boyce said the Board did a good job in getting the money to do the Ironwood
[deceleration lane], and he asked what the possibility would be to get [the Regional
Transportation Committee] to do the area on Range Land between the highway and the
cattle guard?
Peter Schmalzer replied that is something we would have to take care of ourselves. He
said RTC paid to have the turn pocket put in, and they included the “no man’s land”
between the highway and the cattle guard in that project.
Larry Johnson clarified that for decades the Ironwood turn lane has been asked for, and
it was always denied. He said the only reason we got the Ironwood turn lane, was that
Cathy [Glatthar] copied County Commissioner Bonnie Weber on his complaint letter to
NDOT [Nevada Department of Transportation]. He said Commissioner Weber was
chairman of the RTC and she directed the RTC to use her discretionary funds [and
those of former Commissioner Larkin] to design and construct that turn lane. He said
we can always ask.
Peter added that in the past we were always hesitant to operate within NDOT’s right-ofway, but since this project, we can operate in those areas without too much trouble. He
said the next time we work on Range Land, we will include that area in the project.
Lisa Tauchen, 650 Curnow Canyon, asked to have a “Curnow Canyon Road” sign
added to the Space Test sign at the “Y” intersection of those two roads, and asked that
the signs are aligned so that there is no confusion as to which road is which.
Larry said they will take a look at it and get it fixed.
Lisa Tauchen said another concern is the section of pavement on Axe Handle that
stays icy because it is shadowed out, and she asked if that section could be sanded
more often?
Larry said that area was graded over and he thought it held up very well over the winter.
Ms. Tauchen said it got very slippery and thought that wasn’t a very good idea. She
said we’ll just go through the pot holes.
Jim Hicks said we need to do some patching up there.
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Ms. Tauchen mentioned a few years ago, rocks were put in the ditch along that upper
section of Axe Handle, and that has caused the entire corner to washout, whereas
before it would only washout at the bottom. She asked if they could go back to a regular
“v” ditch and let it washout at the bottom? She said it worked for some 18 years, and
wanted to go back to the way it was before.
Peter explained those “chevrons” were put in place to prevent “down cutting” of the
ditch. He said ideally we would put culverts in there, so that the flow of water would not
down cut the ditch.
Larry said we don’t want to create a worse safety issue, and maybe we’ll have to
remove those chevrons and just maintain the “v” ditch. He said he would take her
comments into consideration.
Steven Brown, 3500 Outback, said there are two ways out of his area, Curnow Canyon
and Sky Canyon. He said a few months ago, after going to the mailboxes, he went up
to Sky Canyon and the residents had put a berm on Sky Canyon that was almost three
feet high. He said he understood there was a lawsuit and a judgment that the residents
were told they could not block the road. He asked how do we get that [judgment]? He
said he called the Sheriff’s Office and they said they could not do anything unless he
had the judgment.
Larry said this would need to be researched so that we speak accurately. He said his
understanding is that they have public utility and access easements on their property
lines as do the roads that are maintained by the District. He said either they were not
accepted by the District for maintenance or they chose not to join the District. He said
Sky Canyon is not maintained or accepted by the PVGID. He said he doesn’t believe
the road can legally be closed off.
Peter said his understanding is that easement is not dedicated to the PVGID. Cathy
Glatthar said she believed that was a large parcel that was divided up and Sky Canyon
is a private road with access off of GID roads. She said years ago there was an issue
with someone on the upper end of Sky Canyon who had put a gate across the road.
She said residents came to the GID, but she did not remember what the outcome was.
Peter said it is probably a prescriptive easement. Cathy said that would have to be
adjudicated. Larry said we have no jurisdiction and we can’t do anything about it.
Mr. Brown said he was hoping to find out about the judgment; who did it, what year it
was done.
Peter asked Cathy to look through the minutes and see if there is any discussion on this.
Larry said he would check with our legal counsel, Louie Test, and see if he has any
recollection on this matter. Larry suggested Mr. Brown come back next month, and
hopefully we’ll have something to report.
Larry asked if there were any further public comments? Hearing no requests, he
thanked everyone for attending the meeting, and moved to the next agenda item.
3.

Approval of Minutes – October 16, 2014: Peter Schmalzer made a motion to approve
the minutes as written, and Dennis Magers seconded the motion. Hearing no
opposition, the motion passed.

4.

Financial Reports and Payment of Bills:
a. Financial Reports:

Maureen Sidley said there was very little in expenses this
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month, and our ad valorem was $25,000 higher than expected. She said Cathy
[Glatthar] found out that was because [several parcels that had been protected under
bankruptcy had sold and the back taxes were paid].
b. Payment of Bills: Maureen Sidley said the $4,700 check for Sierra Nevada
Construction was included. Peter Schmalzer made a motion to pay the bills. Dennis
Goodsell seconded the motion, and hearing no opposition, the motion passed.
c. Acceptance of Audit: Maureen Sidley explained at last month’s meeting Peter
[Schmalzer] asked about the statement on the last page of the audit which stated,
“The only item noted in prior year related to excess expenditures over
appropriations.” She said last year’s audit contained a notation that the excess
expenditures over appropriations had to do with the Ironwood well completion. She
further explained that when we did last year’s budget, we did not know that Truckee
Meadows Fire Protection District was going to enter into an agreement with us to
help fund the completion of the well. Peter said he thought the matter was cleared
up before the audit was finalized, therefore the notation this year was unnecessary.
Maureen said it was a cleared item, but it still had to be mentioned on the audit.
Cathy Glatthar added to avoid a reoccurrence, we got approval [by our liaison with
the Department of Taxation (DOT)] to pass a resolution that we have one fund with
one function: Public Works.
Larry explained to the audience that we go through an annual audit, and previously
on our budget, expenses were separated into two categories [referred to as functions
by the Department of Taxation]. He said in a few previous years, money was moved
between categories and that was not acceptable by the DOT. He said a change was
made and now we have one “pool” for expenses. He explained that we always keep
a reserve of two months of expenses. He said past Boards accumulated large cash
reserves; this Board decided the constituents would be best served if the money
went towards road improvements. He said over the past three years road surfacing
projects have been done, which have never been done before in PVGID history. He
said those reserves are down, and capital improvement projects are done based on
revenue in excess of operating expenses.
Maureen then read into the record the Auditor’s statement:
“Please inform the Board members that the audit opinion is an unmodified, clean
audit opinion and there are no findings. The information on page 16 reflects the
District’s result of operations and that there is an excess of revenue over
expenditures of $52,568.”
Dennis Goodsell made a motion to accept the audit. Dennis Magers seconded the
motion, and hearing no opposition, the motion passed.
5.

Road Maintenance Reports:
a. Road Committee:


Road Report: Larry Johnson stated Jim Hicks had provided the Board with a list
of roads graded [over the past month].



Grading After Storms: Larry said in the interim between our last meeting, we
had one moderate storm (he had three quarters of an inch of rain in his gauge)
that ended on a Saturday. He explained grading was done on Monday and that
grading was very successful. Dennis Magers said he would like to see the
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grading of the heavily travelled roads (Ironwood, Amy, and Wilcox) done after
every storm, or within a couple of days. Larry said this was brought before the
last Board meeting because he was disappointed in the length of time those main
roads were left with potholes; it was a week. He said in the future, when soil
moisture allows, he would like to see those roads regraded. The Board agreed.


Possibility of Adding a Second Grader Operator: Larry Johnson said we also
discussed last month about the possibility of adding a second grader operator.
He said we have a single grader operator now. He explained it was not his intent
to initiate a discussion of the need for personnel changes. He said we have a
pool of temporary equipment operators available. He said he’d like Jim’s input on
this, but thought we would hardly ever need this. Jim agreed. Larry said if we
ever have a storm that causes system-wide damage, then we could bring in a
second operator; for normal storms, Jim could handle it.
Marty Breitmeyer, 500 Serenity, asked if he could do snow removal or repair
road damage after storms?
Larry said the Board cannot authorize such work.



Personnel Requirements: Larry Johnson reiterated there is a pool of equipment
operators we can call on.



Otta Seal and Cape Seal Patching: Larry Johnson said Jim has done the
patching. Peter Schmalzer commented that it looks good. Jim Hicks said it looks
like it will hold up.



Adding Material to Section(s) of Wilcox Ranch Road: Peter Schmalzer said
they talked about loading the ditch with the material and then bringing it onto to
road as necessary. Jim Hicks commented that it is time consuming. He
explained it may take six days to [generate the material in the pit] and another six
days to haul it to the site. Larry explained for the audience that last year this
particular section of Wilcox Ranch Road was very slimy, and they are talking
about adding some granular material from the Ironwood pit so that it will mix in
with the clay and hopefully rut less. He noted that section has not behaved like it
did last year after it rained. Peter said that may have something to do with not
putting down Durablend this year. Jim commented that the chemicals will go
away with time.



Putting Gravel Down in Front of Gang Mailboxes: Larry Johnson said there
are three locations where they plan on putting gravel down: Quaking Aspen and
Wilcox Ranch, Crazy Horse and Wilcox Ranch, and Amy and Wilcox Ranch. He
explained these areas have high levels of clay, and the plan is to lay down type 2
aggregate base.
Jim Currivan, lives on Axe Handle, asked what the criteria is for selecting the
mailbox areas?
Larry said soil type; those three areas mentioned are slimy clay.
Someone in the audience asked what about Axe Handle and Bacon Rind?
Larry said that is decomposed granite sands. Peter added that these mailboxes
get coated with mud, so it’s a different situation than Bacon Rind.
Larry said it will get done before the next meeting.
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Liquid Asphalt Mix in Place for Bacon Rind & Curnow Canyon: Larry
Johnson said a potential solution to the washboard corrugated roads would be to
mix liquid asphalt with the existing soil. He explained they would blade-mix it in
place and then drum roll it. He said it would be late spring before they could do
this project. He said he feels they have a high probability of solving those
washboard problems that give the residents a lot of distress, and gives the
District an inordinate level of maintenance on those roads. He said we can grade
them and they washboard within a week. He added that once the surface is
smoothed out, the residents drive too fast, and they will washboard again. He
explained a test section was done two years ago by mixing type 2 aggregate
base with the DG soils; we had an incremental improvement, but it did not solve
the problem.
John Solari, 4400 Bacon Rind Road (North), said there was an incremental
improvement over a short period of time, but over a longer period of time, it made
the washboard more persistent. He said three or four days after Jim grades the
road, it’s a wreck. He said whatever the GID can do would be appreciated.
Larry said there was a section on Bacon Rind South that was like beach sand
and they mixed in the aggregate base and it stabilized it very nicely.
Larry explained that both Axe Handle and Whiskey Springs Roads are a liquid
asphalt and native aggregate mix that were done back in the 1960s. He said we
are talking about doing something similar to that, but without a gravel aggregate,
so it’s not a plant-mix pavement. He said there are other alternate stabilizing
chemicals that can be mixed to glue that soil together, but they are wildly
expensive. He added the liquid asphalt is expensive, in fact we need to weigh
the liquid asphalt approach with putting down a Cape Seal like we have on
Whiskey Springs and Ironwood. He said it is hard to spend a lot of money on a
road that serves 25 homes when we have 500 vehicles a day driving on a road
that’s dirt, but at the same time, we do put such an inordinate amount of
maintenance, that it is warranted on that section of Bacon Rind. He said he also
has Curnow Canyon listed because there is about a 300- to 500-foot section at
the intersection with Sky Canyon that does the exact same thing; the soil types
are such that it will washboard soon after it’s been graded. He said the Board will
need to discuss it and make a decision.
John Solari said he wondered if there were any grants or other funds we could
get?
Larry said we continually look at that. He commented that it would be good if we
could get our fair share of gas taxes, but we do not because we are not classified
as public roads. He said even though our roads are open to the public and serve
the public, there is this legal catch that since the district does not own the land
under the roads, like the cities and counties do, they have excluded us from the
gas tax. Our roads are easements that are open for access and public utilities.
George Boyce asked why don’t we put it on the ballot to have the property
owners deed the land to the GID?
Peter Schmalzer said there’s another issue in that the statute allows gas taxes to
go to counties, cities, and towns; it does not provide for gas taxes to go to GIDs.
He said it is something we are keeping our eye on. He talked about the idea of
vehicle mileage taxes instead of gas taxes.
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Peter continued the discussion about Cape Seal, and said he wouldn’t be
comfortable doing the Cape Seal on those cohesionless roads anymore. He also
said to keep in mind that liquid asphalt will have to be purchased by the truckload,
which is 40 tons at $1,000 per ton.
Marty Breitmeyer asked if they had ever considered using asphalt grindings?
Larry said we have used asphalt grindings and that particular pile is gone. He
told Mr. Breitmeyer he would be interested in in-place costs per square yard of
asphalt grindings. Larry said what we used on Ironwood, Whiskey Springs, and
the lower section of Axe Handle cost us 50 cents per square foot. He said the
Board would be very interested in getting a unit price on the asphalt grindings,
specifically the cost for one mile, 20 feet wide, and 4 inches deep. Mr.
Breitmeyer said he would get that cost estimate.


Culvert Rehabilitation Schedule: Larry Johnson said Jim Hicks had provided
the Board with a culvert inventory. He explained that a culvert maintenance
program was started last spring, and a number of plugged culverts were opened.
He said the Board directed Jim to inventory all of the culverts in the District and
produce a report. He then reviewed the report, noting there are 102 culverts, 8 of
which are damaged, and 12 that are closed; approximately 20% of the culverts
need work. He said it is their intent to make repairs and unplug culverts during
the winter months when time allows. Larry told Jim he would like to have the
culvert work done by next spring.

b. Operations Manager's Report: Jim Hicks reported that everything is running.
Peter Schmalzer asked Jim if he would start looking for a truck and snow plow? Jim
said he would. Larry Johnson explained we are in need of a truck and plow for the
upper-elevation roads, such as Curnow Canyon, upper Quaking Aspen, Right Hand
Canyon, and others.
6.

Judicial/Government Affairs: Larry Johnson explained when a phone cable (that was
not buried at the right depth) was cut on Right Hand Canyon, we received a bill for
damages. He said we turned this over to our insurance company, and the adjustor
denied the claim and sent a denial letter to the third party claims administrator for AT&T.
He said AT&T’s claim administrator responded with a letter stating it was the GID’s fault,
and our insurance adjuster had some questions. Larry said he wrote a response that
was emailed to our insurance adjuster (see attachment).

7.

Old Business: None

8.

New Business: None

9.

Calendar Review: Cathy Glatthar reviewed the upcoming items:


Cathy asked Maureen Sidley about the water rights filing? Maureen said she
called Tri State Surveying and spoke with David Crook, who told her to wait until
she receives a letter (from the State Water Engineer). Cathy commented that the
filings are due by November 26th. Peter Schmalzer suggested that Maureen
contact the State Water Engineer. Maureen said she would make the call.



The audit has to be filed with the County Clerk and the Department of Taxation
by November 30th. Maureen said she will get it filed on time.
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Cathy said she has already contacted Washoe County Parks and reserved the
range classroom for our meetings for next year.

10. Correspondence: None
11. Public Comment:
Larry Johnson asked if there were any public comments? Hearing no requests, he
moved to the next agenda item.
12. Board Member and Staff Items:
Larry Johnson said his name did not appear on the ballot. Dennis Goodsell said that’s
because there were more [open] seats than [candidates]. Cathy Glatthar said there
were two open seats and Larry was the only candidate running, so he was “deemed
elected.” Larry then asked if he has to be sworn in? Cathy said yes, and he should
receive notification about the swearing in ceremony on January 5th. Dennis Goodsell
said legally his term is up on January 4th. Cathy said within 30 days of the end of
Dennis G’s term (January 4th), the Board needs to appoint someone to fill the vacancy.
She said in December a vacancy notice will need to be mailed out to all the voters in the
District, and the appointment will need to be made at the January meeting. Cathy said
the Board should think about anything else they may want to include in the vacancy
notice, such as mentioning the website.
13. Adjournment: Peter Schmalzer made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Dennis
Magers seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition, the meeting adjourned at 7:03
p.m.
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PVGID OPERATIONS REPORT
Reporting Period: 10-13-2014 to 11-13-2014
ATTACHMENT: 11/20/14 Meeting Agenda Item 5. b.
ROADS GRADED:
Chantry Flats
Amy (Whiskey-Wilcox)
Quaking Aspen (O'Hara-End)
Amy (Ironwood-Wilcox)
Range Land
Gray Van
Wilcox (Amy-Quaking Aspen)
Amy (Ironwood-Wilcox)
Bacon Rind (N)
Bacon Rind (S)
Prairie
Amy (Ironwood-Wilcox)
Wilcox (Amy-Quaking Aspen)
Ironwood
Wildhorse (Whiskey-Sharrock)
Piute Creek

OTHER ROAD WORK:
Patch Otta Seal (Ironwood)
Install Culvert (Pasture View - N)
Fill Ditch (Piute Creek)
OTHER:
None

EQUIPMENT:
None

ATTACHMENT
11/20/2014 Meeting
Agenda Item 6.

EMAILED RESPONSE TO INSURANCE ADJUSTER
FOR AT&T CUT CABLE CLAIM

Re: Palomino Valley GID Claim P243-14-03729-01
Palomino Valley GID <palvalgid@gmail.com>
To: Jasmine Sanchez

Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 11:25 AM

Ms. Sanchez:
In response to your Nov. 5 email:














Our Palomino Valley General Improvement District (PVGID) personnel do not call for
utility location for our daily re-grading activities (including cleaning roadside v-ditches),
and only request utility location when actual excavation is planned.
The Palomino Valley General Improvement District Board of Trustees passed a formal
Resolution F92-R2 dated September 18, 1992 (attached) requiring a 30-inch minimum
depth of bury of all utilities.
Re-grading activities only involve the surface few inches (2”+) of roadways. Even after
decades of re-grading, road surfaces remain within a few inches (typically +6”) of
original construction. If the telephone line had originally been installed at the required
30” minimum depth, no subsequent re-grading activities would have damaged the line.
There have been several previous incidents in which improper depth of bury of AT&T
cables (only a few inches deep) have been documented throughout PVGID roadways
(Wilcox Ranch Road, Curnow Canyon Road, and Right Hand Canyon Road).
In past incidents where the PVGID was actually performing excavation (ie. culvert
extension), the PVGID agreed to pay for damages, but when improperly installed cables
are damaged by normal grading of roadways and associated roadside v-ditches
(operations that do not involve excavation), the PVGID accepts no liability.
Nevada Bell inspectors have previously verified insufficient depth of bury (cables only a
few inches below the surface) on prior incidents in the presence of PVGID personnel
when the PVGID refused payment.
A simple field inspection of this latest incident on Right Hand Canyon Road will again
verify the damaged cable was improperly installed during original construction.

For the above reasons, the PVGID does not recommend payment of any damages. If you require
any further information, please contact us.
Larry Johnson, President

REGULAR MEETING
PALOMINO VALLEY GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
PO BOX 615, SPARKS, NV 89432-0615
Thursday, December 18, 2014
MINUTES
Larry Johnson called the regular meeting of the Palomino Valley General Improvement
District (PVGID or GID) to order at 5:31 p.m. Thursday, December 18, 2014 at 21555
Pyramid Highway, Reno, Nevada.
1.

Roll Call: Present were Dennis Goodsell, Mitch Gerlinger, Dennis Magers, Peter
Schmalzer, and Larry Johnson. Also present were Jim Hicks, Operations Manager;
Maureen Sidley, Assistant to the Secretary; Cathy Glatthar, Assistant to the Board; and
Louie Test, Legal Counsel.

2.

Public Comment:
Note: The first public comments were regarding Sky Canyon Drive; that discussion can
be found below under agenda item 8. a.
Cathy Glatthar thanked Dennis Goodsell for his years on the Board and for being her
carpooling partner.
Larry Johnson, on behalf of everyone, thanked Dennis for his service.
Larry asked if there were any further public comments? Hearing no requests, he moved
to the next agenda item.

3.

Approval of Minutes – November 20, 2014: Peter Schmalzer made a motion to
approve the minutes as written, and Dennis Magers seconded the motion. Hearing no
opposition, the motion passed.

4.

Financial Reports and Payment of Bills:
a. Financial Reports: Maureen Sidley said there was nothing to report. Cathy
Glatthar referred to the “Net Operating Funds” Report and said this report is usually
used after March when ad valorem payments stop coming in. She said she wanted
to point out that we received $7,400 in ad valorem revenue this month and our
estimate was zero. She said as of today, we’ve received $39,404 more revenue
than what was estimated. Larry said that was an encouraging report.
b. Payment of Bills: Peter Schmalzer made a motion to pay the bills. Mitch Gerlinger
seconded the motion, and hearing no opposition, the motion passed.

5.

Road Maintenance Reports:
a. Road Committee:


Road Report: Larry Johnson stated we’ve had just enough moisture to keep the
roads in pretty good shape. He explained that most of the roads in the valley are
clay-based, and in the summertime dust is formed and the fines blow away,
leaving exposed rocks. He said those clay soils in the wintertime make for ruts
and slick surfaces. He said if we get just the right amount of moisture, which
we’ve been getting the past 30 days, the action of tires on those clay-based
roadways, pumps the fines up to the surface and makes a very nice, smooth
surface. He said Jim [Hicks] is touching up road surfaces as quickly as he can.
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Larry said over the next couple of months, we will be putting together the
strategic plan for capital improvement projects. Larry asked Cathy to post on the
website an invitation to all residents for suggestions of projects they feel need to
be done. Dennis Magers asked Jim Hicks to provide the Board with a list of road
improvements and repairs he would like the Board to consider.


Adding Material to Section(s) of Wilcox Ranch Road: Larry Johnson reported
we are trying something new this year. He explained that we had a deeply rutted
and slick section on Wilcox Ranch Road from the Quaking Aspen intersection out
to the bridge, and they decided to put a thin veneer of granular material from the
Ironwood pit over the top of that, and that has worked to perfection. He said that
actually is one of the smoothest sections of the entire road system. He said the
traffic has beat that thin veneer of sand down into the clay soils. He said we will
be doing that again this week. He said Jim [Hicks] did the same procedure on the
section of Ironwood between Amy and the hill. He said next week they will do the
same to the Wilcox hill. He said we have an inadequate budget and can’t gravel
those bad sections.



Putting Gravel Down in Front of Gang Mailboxes: Larry Johnson said he has
delayed improving the three gang mailbox sections with gravel. He said the
granular material from the Ironwood pit was put down in front of the Quaking
Aspen mailboxes, and it has worked so well, he is proposing to put down the
same sand in front of the mailboxes in lieu of the aggregate base. Jim Hicks said
they have the other two mailbox sections to do, and they will do the Wilcox
section again two or three more times. Jim said we will do the [Wilcox Ranch] hill
and the two mailbox sections at the same time. Larry said more material needs
to be put down at the Quaking Aspen mailboxes. Jim agreed and said they will
put more material there. Peter Schmalzer said ideally the material will be put
down right before the next storm.
Mitch Gerlinger mentioned receiving
compliments from a long-time resident. Cathy Glatthar said it’s nice.



Price Quote for Asphalt Grindings: Larry Johnson said we were expecting a
price quote for asphalt grindings from Q & D, but noted that [Mr. Breitmeyer] was
not present tonight. He said he thought [Mr. Breitmeyer] was dismayed when he
told him what the unit cost for Cape Seal and Otta Seal was. He said Q & D’s
price to haul and provide asphalt grindings would not be competitive. He said it is
a good product and he would welcome a unit cost from Q & D for consideration.

b. Operations Manager's Report:


Road Maintenance and Equipment Report: Jim Hicks said all the equipment is
running well, but we will need to put four “drivers” [tires] on the Freightliner dump
truck. Mitch Gerlinger asked how the wells were doing? Jim said they are both
pumping fine. He said they fixed the Ironwood problem by doubling the battery
capacity. Larry Johnson asked what has been done with the Wayside tank? Jim
said they are pumping directly from the well, and will fix the tank this summer.



Status of Search for Truck and Snow Plow: Mitch Gerlinger said he hasn’t
found anything yet. Larry Johnson said we are going to go in a different direction.
He said he spoke with contractor friends in snow country who said they are not
available. He said one person recommended buying a snow plow kit and retrofit
it to a 1-ton pickup truck. He said he instructed Jim to look into that and NAPA
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has a kit for $8,500. He said Jim is looking for a 1-ton pickup truck. Larry said
ideally we buy a hopper/spreader so we can sand the roads; at a cost of $9,600.
Cathy Glatthar asked if the sander we currently have can be used on a pickup
truck? Jim said no, and added that if the road is icy, there is a problem getting
the dump truck (that the sander is mounted on) up the road. Peter Schmalzer
asked Jim what he thought the pickup truck would cost? Mitch said it depended
on how old they are willing to go; there are some pretty good deals on pre-’94
Dodge pickups with a Cummins. Peter made a motion to increase the budget for
the pickup, plow, and sander to $30,000. Mitch Gerlinger seconded the motion,
and hearing no opposition, the motion passed.
6.

Judicial/Government Affairs:
a. Status of AT&T Cut Cable Claim: Louie Test said the claim was denied and it’s in
AT&T’s hands. He said the amount is such that it would go to small claims court,
and if they did that, we have the documentation to support our position.

7.

Old Business: None

8.

New Business:
a. Sky Canyon Drive: Steven Brown, 3500 Outback Lane, said this is a carryover
from last month since the attorney wasn’t present. He explained they are having a
problem with Russ Rodoni on Sky Canyon Drive. He said Mr. Rodoni is damaging
the road in front of his house. He said he pulled up the maps from the Assessor’s
Office and Mr. Rodoni’s property does not touch the road, so technically it’s not his
road. Mr. Brown said there was a lawsuit some years ago and a court order said the
road could not be blocked off. He said Mr. Rodoni is becoming a bully, and tailgating
people. He said the Sheriff’s Department has told him they can’t do anything
because it’s a private road, but if there is a court order they can do something about
it.
Larry Johnson stated that Cathy [Glatthar] has done some research and pulled the
subdivision plats. He said the road is on a public utility and access easement, but
Sky Canyon is not within the GID system; in that the GID has not accepted that road
for maintenance. Larry said he would defer to Louie Test, but that in his opinion, the
GID cannot intercede on Mr. Brown’s behalf.
Louie Test asked Mr. Brown if he had a name associated with the litigation? Mr.
Brown said he did not, but was hoping Mr. Test had remembered something about
this case. The plat maps were reviewed, and Mr. Brown noted that Mr. Rodoni owns
two parcels and was blocking a portion of the road adjoining his parcel to the south
of the intersection of Sky Canyon and Curnow Canyon.
Larry said in his experience with subdivisions, unless there was a formal
abandonment of the easement, Mr. Rodoni has no right to block the road. Louie said
the only way to get a court order is if there is litigation. Louie suggested Mr. Brown
go down to the County Clerk’s Office and have them run Mr. Rodoni’s name; they
will have a record of anyone who has been sued. Mr. Brown said his understanding
was that the GID was sued. Louie, Cathy and Larry all said that was incorrect.
Louie said the GID would not have been involved in a lawsuit for areas such as Sky
Canyon. Mr. Brown asked where he can find the records for the easements? Louie
said it’s shown on the plat map. Peter Schmalzer asked Louie Test if the easements
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the GID roads are in are dedicated to the GID? Louie said they are. Peter then
asked if it’s correct that the Sky Canyon easement has not been dedicated to the
GID? Cathy Glatthar said that is correct. Peter then asked if the GID wanted to
accept that road for maintenance, we could not because it’s not dedicated to us?
Cathy said the easements would have to be dedicated to the GID. Larry added a
quit-claim deed could turn over ownership to the GID. Louie said the division map
shows the road was offered for dedication to the County, but it was rejected. Mr.
Brown asked where he could get a copy of the division map? Cathy said it’s online;
it’s Land Map number 122 under the GIS [County mapping] division. Cathy gave Mr.
Brown the maps and documents she had collected during her research. She said
she found a “Road Maintenance Agreement” filed at the Recorder’s Office by the
Rodonis in October of 2003, which simply stated: “The below named individuals do
hereby agree to maintain the road known as Sky Canyon Drive Reno … under
summer and winter conditions.” Signed by Russell and Karen Rodoni. Cathy said
she did go back through the GID minutes and found one excerpt from February of
2005. She read it into the record: “Discuss Issues Regarding Sky Canyon Road:
Harold reported the existence of a Homeowner’s Association [Cathy said she did not
find any record of an HOA for Sky Canyon] at the back of Sky Canyon Road that
takes care of their own maintenance. The GID does not go into that area and
maintain. The Sky Canyon area originally was a much larger parcel which was
subdivided. These roads have never been maintained by the GID.” Cathy said
again the GID did not get involved back then just as we can’t now. Cathy mentioned
that Louie suggested she look at the Second Judicial District Court’s website, and
they do have a search function, but she did not know how far back it goes. She said
she searched under every name she could find; old and new property owners, even
the developers, and no court cases came up.
Peter Krup, said he has driven that road for the past few years, and he’s had that
gentleman [Mr. Rodoni] threaten him. He said that same gentleman has used a
tractor to block the whole section and threaten him again to go around. Mr. Krup
said this is not something that’s going to blow over; this is becoming much, much
worse. He said now he can’t drive his jeep up there because [Mr. Rodoni] has dug
out the whole road. He said when this comes up again to this Board, and it will
because it’s progressing to the point … Louie Test interjected and reiterated that the
neighbors need to get together and file an action against Mr. Rodoni, and get a court
order; a restraining order from the court. Louie said this is not our jurisdiction. Larry
suggested the next time Mr. Brown speaks with the Sheriff’s Office, he should show
them the plat map that clearly shows the easement. Mr. Brown thanked the Board
for the maps and documents and Louie Test for his advice. Louie further suggested
that Mr. Brown ask the Deputy to contact the DA’s [District Attorney’s] Office.
b. Wootton Downs Drive: Cathy Glatthar explained that while she was doing the
research on Sky Canyon Drive, she came across Wootton Downs Drive, which is off
of Sky Canyon. She said it’s a five parcel subdivision and it is outside of the PVGID
tax district boundary. Larry Johnson interjected that the only access is across GID
roads; Bacon Rind south to Axe Handle to Pyramid Highway, yet they do not pay any
taxes into the District. Cathy mentioned that all five parcels are still owned by the
people who subdivided the land and there are no improvements on any of the
parcels. Larry said one suggestion would be to meet with Washoe County
Community Development and state that if this condition comes up, where even
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though the property is outside our District boundary, if they have to travel GID roads
to access their property, they have to pay into the District for road maintenance. He
said secondly, this is an existing subdivision approved by Washoe County, do we
want to get them to pay taxes? Louie Test said there is a resolution that states what
the District boundaries are, and we would have to get that amended. Louie was
trying to recall an issue like this in the past. Cathy clarified that was actually an
exclusion case. She explained the property owners petitioned the GID to be
removed from the District because they were not and would not be using GID roads
to access their parcels. Cathy said she had copies of NRS 318.258 which is for
“Inclusion” into the District. She said this is the process where someone petitions the
GID for inclusion into the District, not necessarily for maintenance, but because their
access is on GID roads. She said this case is different because no one is coming to
us, instead we are going to them and saying you need to be included in the District.
Louie said the County needs to know that anyone subdividing who will need to
access their parcels from GID roads needs to come to us and ask to be included in
the District; it needs to be one of the conditions on the parcel map. Peter Schmalzer
asked if an exclusion is granted, are the District boundary lines redrawn? Cathy said
yes, the map is redrawn. She further explained that when an exclusion is done, the
process, as outlined in NRS 318, is followed and the document is recorded in
Washoe County and both the Registrar of Voters and the Assessor’s Offices are
notified [the Registrar of Voters assigns the parcel(s) a new voting district and has
the GIS Department redraw the map, and the Assessor’s Office assigns the parcel(s)
to a new tax district that does not include the PVGID]. Louie agreed that we need to
tell the County that if someone is applying for a parcel map or a subdivision map and
they are intending to use our roads to access their property, then a requirement
needs to be that they need to go through the process in NRS 318 to be included in
the District.
Larry said he would have the discussion with the County. Larry said this item will be
on the next agenda and we will need to decide if this is something we want to
pursue. Larry wondered how much money we are talking about? Cathy said
probably not much right now because it is vacant land, but once they make
improvements, it will be more. Peter said it is a fairness issue as well. Cathy added
that technically we’re supposed to be sure to get all the tax dollars we’re due.
Cathy mentioned to Larry that the spelling of Wootton Downs on the land map was
incorrect [Wooten], and the surveyor filed a correction with Jack Holmes [of Washoe
County Engineering] and the document was recorded.
c. Employee Bonuses: Larry Johnson asked Maureen Sidley to explain the history
behind employee bonuses. Maureen said every year, going way back, it’s been
$500 to the Supervisor [Operations Manager] and $300 to [the other employee(s)].
Larry asked if there was a Board policy? Maureen said, “no.” Larry asked if the
Board approved the bonuses? Maureen said for at least 20 years, it hasn’t been on
the agenda; she just got a call from the Board President telling her to pay bonuses
and the amounts. Larry said he received an email questioning the procedure and
how this all came about, and that is why he wanted to have the discussion. Larry
said he believed he was the first President to say this should be a Board decision
and not something the President should be doing unilaterally. Mitch Gerlinger asked
Louie Test where we stand legally on this? Louie said the Board has the authority to
set employee wages.
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Dennis Magers asked, so we don’t have to have a policy? Louie said he would
recommend that we have some kind of policy. Dennis M. said he called around to
the other GIDs to find out more about what they do, and they do not do an employee
bonus per se; they have other methods such as incentives to keep employees, or
incentives based on merit or ideas that save the GID money. He said the County
does not carte blanche give bonuses. He said without having a resolution or policy
we shouldn’t be giving bonuses. Larry said this has been done for a couple of
decades as a Christmas bonus. Louie said he didn’t remember it ever coming
before the Board. Cathy Glatthar said she looked back through the minutes, and
there were a few meetings where it was brought before the Board and voted on.
Larry asked each Board member to express their opinion on the matter. Peter
Schmalzer said, personally, he disagrees with bonuses that are a foregone
conclusion; that are a fixed bonus. He added that people end up relying on them.
He said this is an unfortunate situation, but he felt they had an obligation to continue
giving the bonuses, because it has become part of the expected compensation for
our employees. Mitch Gerlinger said he agreed with Peter; he doesn’t like fixed
bonuses that are expected, but once they become part of the norm, they’re part of
the salary. Dennis Goodsell said until you set policy, you should continue it for this
year. Larry cited some Federal Government-level examples of bonuses and said he
doesn’t understand why public employees receive bonuses with taxpayer’s money.
He said however, since a precedence has been set, once you give a benefit, there
should be a very good reason why you would end that benefit, so he was not sure
without a policy, why they should end it this year. He said we do have a fiduciary
duty to do what’s right with the taxpayer’s funds, and it is something that needs to be
discussed and a policy formulated. Peter requested putting this item on the next
agenda.
Dennis Magers made a motion to not give bonuses, because there is no policy in
place. That motion died due to the lack of a second.
Mitch Gerlinger made a motion to continue what has become a tradition and match
the bonus amounts of $500 to Jim and $300 to Dan, and discuss putting a new
policy in place to either continue this in a formal way or discontinue it at the next
meeting. Dennis Goodsell seconded the motion. The motion passed with Larry
Johnson, Peter Schmalzer, Mitch Gerlinger, and Dennis Goodsell in favor, and
Dennis Magers opposed.
9.

Calendar Review: Cathy Glatthar reviewed the upcoming items:


Cathy reminded Larry Johnson of the swearing-in ceremony in January.



Cathy reminded the Trustees the due date for filing the [annual C & E Report and
Financial Disclosure Statement] is January 15th. She mentioned to Larry that he
will need to file the Acknowledgement of Ethical Standards by January 15th since
he is starting a new term. She reminded the Board that the information on these
filings can be found at the end of Chapter I in their Board Member’s Handbook.
She said Dennis Goodsell will need to do the C&E and FDS filings because they
are for 2014.



Cathy asked Maureen Sidley if she received anything from the Debt
Commission? Maureen said she did. Cathy said Maureen should just write “The
PVGID does not wish to participate” and send it back.
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Cathy said the vacancy notices are ready to be mailed (466 notices). Maureen
said she would drop them off at the Post Office this evening. Cathy handed out a
copy of the notice and said she got approval from Larry and Maureen on the
content of the notice. She said applications are due by January 12th. Peter
asked if eligibility will be checked before the Board meeting? Cathy said yes, if
an applicant’s eligibility is questionable, she will contact the Registrar of Voters to
verify the applicant’s status.



Cathy said next month the Board will appoint a new Trustee.

 Cathy said next month the Board will elect officers.
10. Correspondence:


Larry Johnson reported receiving an email from a resident to the Washoe County
Commissioners complaining about maintenance of the Wilcox Ranch Road hill.
He said this individual has been very demanding of the Washoe County School
District to pick up their children closer to their home. Hence the controversy over
the Wilcox Ranch hill, which gets slick in inclement weather. The school bus
used to stop at the intersection of Quaking Aspen and Wilcox Ranch. This
individual has gotten the school district to come up to Mid Road when conditions
permit, or during inclement weather, the bus stop is at Goodher Road. A problem
arose when a school bus driver thought the hill was okay, and went up to Mid
Road to pick up the children. The road was slick, but the driver managed to
make it up the hill and back down again. The bus did slide around a bit. Larry
said Jim will be placing sand on the hill in the near future to try to improve the
conditions. The bottom line is the School District will not be going up that hill
during inclement weather. Larry said we have this situation all over the valley,
and the School District has been very prudent in determining where the bus stops
will be. He added we will do our best, but there will still be complaints. He said
he was glad Jeanne Herman [Commissioner-elect] was here tonight, and read
into the record the reply sent to the Commissioners (see attachment).
Larry said he wanted the Commission to keep in mind the history of the area, and
that the PVGID inherited roads that did not meet anybody’s standards. Little by
little we are trying to improve the roads, but we are hampered by an inadequate
budget. Peter mentioned that area is at the extreme end of our network; it’s ten
and a half miles from Pyramid Highway.
Jeanne Herman said she lives in Palomino Valley and has sold a lot of property
out here. She said she always tells prospective buyers that they are moving into
a place with bad roads; that she explains the situation thoroughly. She said she
has always praised the GID for being able to budget their money and make the
roads as good as they are; she doesn’t know how they do it. She suggested the
GID write a letter to each Real Estate office informing them about the condition of
the roads; to give buyers a heads up about the roads. Larry asked if there was a
State Real Estate organization that we can address this letter to? Ms. Herman
recommended contacting the Carson City Real Estate Division for their advice on
how to handle this matter. She suggested trying to get a disclosure statement
included during closing. Cathy Glatthar said a disclosure statement that has to
be signed by the buyer at closing would the best approach. Ms. Herman said to
go to the licensing division to find out how to go about getting such a disclosure
statement as part of the closing process. Larry asked Cathy to work on this item.
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11. Public Comment:
Larry Johnson asked if there were any public comments? Hearing no requests, he
moved to the next agenda item.
12. Board Member and Staff Items:
Larry Johnson said for the next agenda we have:


Employee Bonuses Policy



Disclosure Letter for Property Sales



Wootton Downs



Strategic Plan for Capital Improvements

Dennis Magers said he would like to propose a semi-annual personnel review. Louie
Test cautioned that the only things you can discuss in a closed personnel session is
character and competency. Peter Schmalzer suggested a subcommittee of two
members to do a mid-year review. Dennis M. said he felt we needed to do something
more than just once a year, because once a year was not enough. Louie said he
believes this is already being done; that if there is a problem they [the Road Committee]
discusses it, and if they decide it should be brought before the entire Board, it is put on
the agenda. Louie said this should be put on the next agenda for discussion. Larry said
to add “Semi-annual Review” to the list of items for next month’s agenda.
13. Adjournment: Mitch Gerlinger made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Dennis Magers
seconded the motion. Hearing no opposition, the meeting adjourned at 7:07 p.m.
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PVGID OPERATIONS REPORT
Reporting Period: 11-17-2014 to 12-11-2014
ATTACHMENT: 12/18/14 Meeting Agenda Item 5. b.
ROADS GRADED:
Wild Horse
Bacon Rind (N)
Bacon Rind (S)
Curnow Canyon
Grass Valley (Pyramid Hwy - Wayside)
Peak (E-W)
Big Dog
Boot Strap
Broken Spur (N)
Wicox Ranch (Amy - Quaking Aspen)
Ironwood (End of Otta Seal - Amy)
Amy (Ironwood - Wilcox)

OTHER ROAD WORK:
Add Material from the Ironwood Pit to:
Wilcox Ranch (Amy - Quaking Aspen)
Amy (Ironwood - Wilcox Ranch)
Broken Spur (S)
OTHER:
Push Material (Ironwood Pit)

EQUIPMENT:
None

